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piece. 304 and. I heſitate. the leſs to give. this 


| teſtimony, ince. the Society, of which I | 


have the honor to be a member, deemed it 


Wörth, to reward che Author with the 
2 i ils 14 


uf. 4 of ee Jo 121 0 128 
It is admirably calculated to communi- 


cate the knowledge of a supreme Being, 


Golden Medal, ke a 


and true religion to the unlearned. 
The arguments adduced by this learned | 
and judicious author, are clear and con- 
vincing. —He ſhews how far we may be 


acquainted with an Almighty God, and 
what moral "coſoquences nr be inferred 
from thence. ? | | 

The important fubjeet i is very Judieiouſh, 


ur, : and accurately treated; and 
I =. : though 


* 
4 44 i 3 


is, in my 1 Humble g Opinion, 2 2 malice: | FE 


C | 
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| 
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tlouh it principally was intended for the 


unlearned of mankind, yet-I look upon 


| this performance to be allo very inſtructin g 
for the more learned; and an attentive pe- 


ruſal may prove this fully. May the moſt 


high God, throu gh his mercies, make it 
conducive to che glorious ends for which 3 it 


Was intended. „ 
1775 5 0. schwikks, b. D. 


Bafinghall-Street, | Minifter of the Dutch Church. 
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PREFACE. 


JROBABLY 3 1 W md 
the members of our Society, may de- 
_ fire to receive ſome information con- 
cerning the riſe and progreſs of it. 
The origin of it is to be attributed to one 
of the principal members thereof. This 
member had ſome years ſince perceived-the X23 1 
ignorance of the commonalty: he conſi- = 
dered alſo, how beneficial it might be, if 
Treatiſes, adapted to the capacity of the 
eommon citizen, and particularly on every 
fpecies of profitable and learned ſubjects, 
were publiſhed, and were, at the ſame time, 
to be obtained at a low price. This he 


H looked upon as a means to awaken the de- 


ſire of reading in the common citizen and 
mechanic, fince he had frequently heard. 
virtuous, but indigent people, complain of 
the high price of the Treatiſes of other 
learned Societies erected in our country. 

Havin 8 propoſed theſe reflections to four of 
"> WF his 


— r — IB 9s — 


t Li 1 
his friends, it was reſolved to Ae a tral, | 
in order to form a ſociety of ſuch patriotic 


countrymen who, might be-pleafed to ſup- 


port our attempts, by their money, labor, | 


and writings. A ſcheme was then printed, 
and ſent to our acquaintafices:” : This 'hga'a | 
bleſſed effect on many, and we ſaw; in a 
| thort time, our endeavours crowned in ſuch 
aà manner, that we were-enabled tb defray 
tte expences for the erection of the: Society. 


Mean while, it was a grrat ſatisfaction:to us, 


that rhe members ef it from day to day 
multiplied; fo that, at the expiration of one 


full year, departments were e in di- 


vers parts of qur country. 185 
Enabled, by thie corfiribation of neh 


| triotic coumtrymen, and true friends af 


mankind, to defræy the expences for pur» 


chaſing the requiſite books, papers, Sc. as 
_ alfo for engraving the ſtamp for a golden 


medal, worthqrn ducats, we iſſued or gave 
out the following queſtion to be anſwered 
for the firſt prize: What arguments do Nature 


and Reaſon afford for the exiſtence of, C | how 


far may we know this Being; and what moral 
1 can be dodured from it Seven 
Tracts 


con 


Tradts rene, e 
tion, were ſent us, and aſter a ſtrict exami- 
nation of the Directors and Co- Dire 

8 the Society, the preference as given co the | 
_ Treatiſe of the Rev. Mr. P. SeHοο rn, 


Paſtor at Oegſtgeeſt; to wm therefore 
the golden medal Was adjudged at the firſt 

general meeting, held at Edam the 23d % 
Auguſt, 17853 and ſolemnly delivered to 


im, at a meeting of a department, the ꝛ6fñh 
of November, 158 5 n judgiag the Fracts 


that have been ſent in, w have ated fo 
impartially, as could be requirediof; or 
done by, any ſociety ; ſince we: have:con- 


Rantly kept/thegrandſcopez miꝛ. the public 
goed, in views But, i howevet:ampartigl — = 
ur deeiſion may hapxe betn, yet. poſkibly : 
our choice will be diſapproved uiby ſome; 


yet, as we aim at the welfare of our fellow- 


_ -preatures and countrymen;1wewilt bear this 
with joy; and conſolation,;conyinced; that | 
-wehaverto-expeR/ no better Jet, than the 


Directors of other Jearned, Societies. 13:4 10 "7 


Wel have propoſed the following queſ- 
aticms, to be anſwered before; the, firſt of 


May of Chis year : (I,) Are be wequiftes, and 5 


3 7¹ | 4 4 flog fr 


tors f 


= 


mur. f 4 Divine Revelation to be found in ths * 
"Books of the Old and New, Tefament ? (2.) By 
to hat method coll a Sc haulmaſter give inſtruction = 


beſte ts youth: in felling, reading, and writing ? 
(3:) A golden medal is alſo: promiſed to the 
writer who ſhall compoſe a better. ſchool- 
book than thoſe hitherto known, in Which 


children, who have already received inſtruc- 
tion in ſpelling, may learn to read: this 


ſchool-book is to be divided into three 


parts, and to aſcend gradually, thus cauſing 5 
children of 1 to 8, of 8 tog, and of 9 to 
10 Fears, to * wee in e: by 
* means of! iter © 1 * 8 
Nowe 8 5 186 3 od bs. | 


dern handed to Mr. P. Scnhour RN we gan- 


not omit profeſſing our gratitude: to; che 
other gentlemen, writers of the remaining 


Treatiſes, theiigh unknown to us, and to 


Acknowledge, that there are ſuch among 


$ "them, whichwero not our Society reſtricted 


0 2 low price: of books to be publiſhed, 
would be wortky of the preſs, and of pe- 


rüfal. Something that has no place in other 
"Tocieties 3 j for which reaſon their Directors 


may publiſh two, three and Ons Tracts on 


— 


— 


9 Prize queſtion. * . We 


. 1 is BY ; 

we do moreover ard nks to all the. 
members of our Society, whoſe. noble ſup- 
6 port, of one golden ducat i in a year, enables 5 
us to proſecute or promote our plan, and to» 
carry it into execution, as far as poſlible ;; 
eſpecially-when they, and other well-think - 
ing lovers of the felicity of our country, 
will be pleaſed to ſupport our attempts and 
labor, by ſuch an ineonſiderable contribu- 
tion and labor, to: which we invite all, of 
whatever rank ee rt e, in a. 
frientily manner. s 

—— we: tu: our e 
ing members to: preſent. us, for the benefit 
of our Society,, with their learned Writings, 
re, to) the underſtanding of common 

We have already received ſome 

T. Treatifes, of | co-operating members, and 
ſent them to cardirecting. members to be de- 
eided: upon which; when approved of, 
will · be committed to the preſs, e e 
to all members, add fold.;' . 5G 

We: truſt that none; whoſe Treatiſe | is 
diſapproved, will take it ill in us, but ra- 
_ ther be animated thereby: to further labor, 
A 8 I 1 0; 


Uthing of this frſt P 


1 


1 21 
or to x correction and /potihing of 'the 


Treatiſe he ls delivered in. 


Finally, we muſt add ſomething; in ex 
cufe of ourſelves, Wich reſpect to the com- 
plaints which have been made by ſeveral 
members of our Society, abeut the lengta 
of time elapfed before che printing and pub - 

. Treatiſe: Divers 

impediments, which we ould not poſſibly 
foreſee, were the cauſe of it, and rendered 
it ntterty impoſſible fer us to make this 
ſmall piece ſee the light any ſooner; thera- 
fore, in reſpect of this matter, ve vequieſt 


=_ 


and expect a favorable excuſe. / Let every 


one reflect, that a tree maybe ſoon planted; 
but that it ought to have a 3 time 
before it can produce fruits. 

We hope to be enabled, this wider ts 


x] pubkih more pieces, thus to ſatisfy: the de- 


ſire of all the members, and to ſee our So- 
ciety Wax greuter; to whith' end we do 
wiſh that God derbe 8 to grant His 


bleſling! | LC M-- SHY 3 0915 9b 


"Pam our Direfiog-Meeting at Ba, 
the 21ſt of EO, 85 1 


F 
3 SIT STOR . fark? 25 Dock eo: | eee watt 
c: Ain i ft t . 11 


WE © * F7 rep ge + 7 
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| al 
1105 28111 f. f 44 
+0140 ane Rü ate 272 204% Ae 
bre Far rdsC TAG Eo tte 5 
i; * reeds 775 
RE. have: know! dt, — eva 
Vf --reading,:and/many:amengybwhave 
YZ fill lea! 'or —— all: for ita 
Probably, for this:veaſon3tan, : there: is not 
orie ſentenus of the Bible _— mare 
agreeadble-/to- „tan this: mg 
many Boden (there it — pi Auch ds 
Toearineſs: of the flefbs \ Let us hear al :canclu- 
fron -of the whole matten: Fear Gad, and; keep 
"his commandments * for bit is the ae 
nn e een en e dh 1 
„Bot, üs the ether henegg properly 
made! Is there not a great difference be- 
tween making! many books, or. ſtudying 
much, and „bee ſome few, but. 
books?  You:who muſt live by the labor of 
your hands you wWha, as maſter or ſervant, = 
muſt ſtrenuauſſy purfue your: ant or trade: 
G Wha, in dity dr country, maſt mind 
Yourthoneſt, but:lborious vacation or em 
ent and. liuelihood: in à word, ye all, 5 
whothyoobhdptrthe bi week, fram the 
earby till the late evening, Hoe" 
loaded with — care and buſineſs, an 


e to * 3 ware 


_ thoſe uno b rogſonid 20%. haris their fe i 
cijed to d 2 bath good” and xvil. ditw Lao 
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NIE) nts according to your ſtate or 


condition, that 1 often find it difficult to 


de diſt e. 
ay AN ns a0 f e ſame as 


ought ; ye_are. bleſs i — 2 een in 


which many books, and much ſtudying, 
would not be. PF Optus, 4; ne Aut Z 


⁊ven hurtful. 


+] 2% Bumabehie anotwithtabdings! you w 
Admit that to you, if vn can reads: at leaſt 
Alittle zeading is às poſſible, as iti is neceſ- 

fary z and thus too you will allow, that 
ſome books are profitable. Have you the 
- Bible? Do you read God's ſacred word with 


that reverence and docility which every 


4 chriſtian owes to it? ben ib vill be a lamp 
uuns jour feet, and a light unto your r path. — Al 


Seripture'is given hy inſpiration of God, aud is 
profitable for doctrine, for reprof, for currec. 


tony for inſtruction \inwrighteouſneſs 2ithat-the 


man of God may be perfett, througbly furniſbed 


aue u, go works - But, hom many are 


there ameng 2 uno, ꝛbbereas, fur the time 


they 
qe reuch them which: be tht finſt principles of the 


oracles of God; and (are become ſuch as have. . 
need of af In and not of ftrong meat: for euery 

of That gſei b mill . milf. in N 75 
 righteouſneſe'y/ fun he (280.0 halb. But ſtrong. 


meat lolvngech to them ithat are! of full a 


H 100 JHOGQGUE 9545077} 04 tans 
EA "EW. 


olgebt 10 b teachers, they have. need that 


> 


| uaſion you ma 7 
r Ctipns, i in I en | 


gpounded i a and clear —.— 2 


a 
| hut: ur, is ther e not, however unreaſonable, i in 


amongſt you, a kind of averſion to 
ches ittle — ? Do not.moſt of you deem 


themſelves happy, as ſoon as they are diſ- 
charged From the Catechiſm, ſo burdenſome 


to youth? Lou make vour children learn 
them; but would you, if it was not neceſ- 
ſary. for 0 — Os Catechiſm in your 
houſe? am miſtaken, but ſtill 


R a n e enough. 5 


in it, for yourſelf, n own, profit. 
Methinks you h; but is it not the 
friendly aſpect of ray ſelf that makes. 18 


lau h, Wenke the fame time makes 


ery ſhame ? Nay, you agree 
me, that 5 —＋ Catechiſms Are 8 


mate by moſt among you (of whatever | 
. ben may es. ene SPEAR 


oF 3. 


The truths, how 


you in che days of Cour youth e 8 


is ADIOS And the PPE: this world, are. 
| e 


Society, demonſtrati 


of true Flash p y, 4 wotld#lfo's 


[ th 


: fo benoten 080 were,” 1 


nated, are not nhο feld neceffary; than When 
you' earn! chem with, fo ru h rrotble- 

In order then te remmd vb of theſe, in 
a manner more agrexabſe, ãnꝗ more adapted 
ro y Sur Feäts tod, orf if need be, to teach you 


theth aer“ As it were; Hecke Docks zwe der- 
tainlz be. iy; which ate capable to ex- 
cite re of-realling , to aner ene | 


Ane more exakt; r 


ing or knowledge of - thoſe: moſt impor 
matters, for yt tem emporal aud erer wel. 
fare, more perfect. 8 [2 


Now, to this end I Kw Wich exültation 
the noble friends of mankind, he ener 
of the Society lately erefted: at EDAM, 
FOR THE SOD OF THE: PUBLIC: make an 


5 attempt, "winch, ' under ' the influence of 


God's precious benediction, "ay be of the 
ateſt utility. Leere 
The firſt 13 opoſed Gy: this 
_ Hruch love for 
your true felicity, has ier crowned thoſe 
prapofers with Wort 5 Honor than 
he that fall carry Prize Aral "require 
from the honorary a gol es ar a 
"ASH th PERU Exairifph 


manſtrations that my heart Þ hel ikewie: . 


faih icontiibute forgetting" fr tbe" gold the 
7 i FI l 


ate en AlcWenet rer and illuſ- 


erios the nomber of wer will de, to offer 
my 


. 23 us 1. : 
3 Hitt writing; and indeed with 1 
my kl rn that however far my at- 
tempt may fall ſhort, the noble judgers ef it 
will obe pleaſeds;/ :f0-:condeſcentd ly and 
as Dqnay enpect from fuch; to 
afurthe my eſſay toda d heart, that Ain- 
crely withes the welfare of tall. F320 
But enough of this! J will, 25 though 1 
ware jpormitteid, continue my diſcourſes to. 
, coeloved fellow-citizens, according to 


the preſoript of thoſe! gentlemen; and to 


this end ſhall only add the queſtion itſelf, 
which 2 — have exhibited 
on purpoſe to be anſwered, that I may thus 
recommend to you, from the very tenor of 
it, their laudable intention, without any ado. 
The queſtion is this: I bat arguments do 
Nature and Reaſon afford for the exiſtence of - 
' God; how far may we know this Being; and 
what moral co eee can be deduced from it? 
Is it poſſible for any thing to be invented by 
men, that will put you-in mind of the firſt 


principles of the words of God, or, if needs 


be, teach them, in a more delightful and 
profitable manner, than a laudable anſwer. 
of ſuch a queſtion ? ED 
Nay, however little time you may have 
had hitherto for reading, yet, ſeeing this 
anſwer, you will very ſoon find your defire 
of reading excited, your attention more 
cloſe, and hereby again you will find your 
knowledge, za matters of the higheſt im- 
portance to you, enhanced; matters, I TT 
n 9 ich 
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4 
which, both as > Chriſtian and aCitizemof | 
the re it pere, r WERE 
teh tn e Joined river ene: 
To give you an experim mentor; feat of 
this," 1 ſhall previouſſy p 5 
things, the truth, utility and hi eceſſit 
of <> 1 will be neg — land Ten» 
dered even amiable tu you, in that a 
This, by way of Introduction, will give 
vou a more clear idea of the anfwer, and 
render it ſo eaſy to the apprehenſion of all; 
that ineſtimable fruits; for tbe gv 4 the: 
e ne be expected from it. le 
Re cad. therefore, in the firſt Place, be 


771 


- 
LN 
a4 r P = a 14 # £4 F * * 1 * 14 1 * 24 * 
2 bl q * * — x. + - #2 
my 7 bs 7 we + s g 
A * 1 Wo F 0 ; 1 5 . p 
= * * * - # = . 
C6 oo Eee ten 435,594 4 y 
> * 8 # 4 && 
* 4 0 - — [4 * - $a +4 w - s \ 
— * E * = * * * — "> 
f a K 5 » 1 5 * 17 x47 
* * — 4 4 * 4 9 : Es 4 * 2 * — * 
4. , 6 8 \ 2 
4 % « 1 NN ” fi 7 L 'y 
. * — * — * 
1 * 8 14 — * . 4 fi * 8 1 1 * * f 
\ wah * \ J v: W ». * _ $ \ — by 
4 , * 
+ * — n o 
« * * \ 
e * * Y * 7 * 4 
3 Ag. 4 1 x 
4 \ 1 7 4 oe : d 
* 5 — 
* — * 4 
** A x 4 
* 
- » - 1 
* 0 
- — Fe: * - 2 * 
* 
* 8 S 2 A8 vx E Ld f 7 :; 5 i . 1 EX | 
* # 1 42 5 * y ">" . 


* 
4 
— 
*% 
— 
- 
1 
*% 
m 
T3 
© 
1 
* 
7 
— 


— 4 » 1 
— - 1 * 
* - - * a” * 
» « : 
1 «| 5 & & » fi .s {} — * — : 4 —— 4 
we 
. * » * 
. © 5 
M e ©: N ˙ 77 innen 
* 4 . * — 1 
- 4 7 N 1 = A bs £3 7 
” * — 
« o 1 0 5 * * rr 
# #7 ny - _- at $4 hy $ J. — 1 Us . 1 
1 
F mY 7 
4 - F 4 
* . : $ y 3 ; * } 
5 1 . 
jo 
* hy * * + * NR 
* £ a "S ; * 7 E , 9714 9 2 
F 8 7 & x 7 
* * — 
. EP 7 „ . 
413 | * l „ 4 Þ 2 "> | 
$ a 12 „ 4 4 = * S — 1441 ; £ $ 1 
& 7 
x f N ; 1. * 4 
. : ” 1 * re 2 + 3 * # 9 * 1 79 - 
CCC F 
% : x . ; 4 
e * 
E 1 * 1 * ® # Os 
1 — - * — N 
* * - 08 » % 
* 4 4 4 3 . i ; * 3 $: i ; 3 — 
FR by - & I £% 4 OL OE £21 [4 3 5 5 
= 2 — > : « . : 
* my + 8 N 0 7 8 2 
. . 177 'S EF.7S32 71 # ws 3 3 
4 4 * > | 22 8718 1 44 9 4 + 10 * a — 30 * 5 0 
1 — * 5 
* s 
* "Y * 3 % 4 4 8 0 8 lb © * $.4 
4 2 1 * 2 ” — * p p 
- » l i FF 2 4k S%\# a 4 © 4 % , : * 
5 * - kv i 
„ 
* 5 Fg 4. * 8 5 


4 hed — my 5 
— ** . * v 4 * * - * þ * 
* * 0 4 * * 
„ i "Os 4 %%% ↄ˙ $34 N 7 
— F . 4.4 1 2 - K 4 . * # ** + N * * — 2 5 
. * . we 
L ; * p N 2 * « * - 
* 5 ö F ; # ja 6 a » FP o 4 — +4 þ : 30 
A * J 4 | 1 — © A A 
. 5 T5 7.0 we. TH =o A FI. 25 * 88 — / ; 2d 
* £ ; * TH 
\ RY . - — L 7 2 7 
0 wi 6 Gp 2 8 4 4 | % 
9 


＋ is only the fool, * hath Gia 3 in Rees | 
heart, there is no God! Les, my friends, 
however learned and wiſe an Atheiſt may 
call or fancy himſelf, you have, without 
troubling your head with much reading, 
e enough to pity ſuch an one as 
2A 4541. 12 

- Surely this is the very reateſt Folly, bs. 
be pnwilling to know, 7 gre we cannot be 
ignorant of. Suppoſe, for once, to ſee this 
in one ſingle inſtance, chat ſome one, in 
whoſe eyes the ſun: ſhone too powerfully, 
covered Ichem with his hands, and. then told 
you that it was dark, and all that was af- 
firmed of - the ſun was mere imagination of 
credulous men; would you not fear that 
you ere ſomething too kind to him, if you 
Hhonld only pity him =, for his fooliſh, talk? 

No a pedantic Atheiſt; to ſpeak. of his 
mich patience, is a ſimilar;, .or a ſtill more 
ill natured blockhead. Becauſe he will be 
bad, he wiſhes: that even the O rig of all 
good ſhould not be, or exiſt. 1 things, 
yea his on wickedneſs or malignity. itſelf, 
convinces him inceſſantly, that this Being 
is, and exiſts; that this one eternal Supreme 
3 With we call God, after his good- 
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neſs 3 is deſpiſed, is a terrible revenget of all 
ns. 


This torments * ; this light is intoler-- 


| able i in his eyes: for this cauſe; he holds his 


hands before them, as it were, and rt 
like a madman, « No: there is no God I 
be don't fee it: tis all dark before my eyes! 


They are only your ignoramuſes, the 


de common mechanics and labouring folks, 
* the clownifh boors and other — ſouls, 
5 that are ſo ſilly and credulous, as to be 


& willing and defirous to ſerue God, whom 
CO Ks have never ſeen |—That deception 


may be d to reſtrain the Common 

— ; but great fouls laugh at ſurh 
4 puede tell, and ey in their beart; There 
* is ne God IAI comes from Nature; or, 
if there be indeed ia God, He 4s certainly 
4 much! too t Wo: trouble Fhimſelf with 
<:the trifies of men! Come then, let us en- 
* je dr ed things reſent let us uſe the 


IC. 


creatures betimes; while We are young, 


* ket us take plenty of precious wine, c- 
6e and let us not e beſt time to Hapſe 
and run away there not be one a- 
</rriong'-us that does not partake of eur 


tokens of our merriment; for this: verily | 


ig our lot and portion!?” n doit d 203 


Tou perceive clearly, happy fittiple ones 


nat (his is the latiguag e of the moſt ungodly 


of all men; born 80 you not, at ehe fame 


: ne, © ſee” their 9 Wy 
- E 24 ON | ey 
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o4W * vin onder bo tes tber fully nakru, 


muſt indeed 
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They 3 . deriils they 


wilto that there was: two "God ; and, in the 


mean time, every thing that is, or exiſts, 
_ crieg>hHlond to then”! Yes, ſhamcleſs crea- 
. tures; there is à God who in his be time 


willi you loam | (7% 1 h 


havwone inſtance, but of many arguments 
and[! demonſtrations f _— .exiſtence ? 
Tell meg 1 beſerch yu, how comes that 


_ new! houſe! yonder? What is it? Do you 


growangoy?: No, Idalt by no means deride 


you! Beſides, tyy;(queſtionis/notunprofite 


ablermhopyntt re, 'Pray:thowwomes' that 
new how zowder?; Come, Twontt plagoe 
you of beſides; Tt ax knyw war anfwer. 
. 5% As built Wetez for he 

Mask mad, who ſhould ima- 
ginei toohümſelf that fuch a houſe ſhoald = 


bare ſomewhert uf itfelf: no, ſo ſurely as 
Lite chat houſethere; ſo certain it is too 
that chere have been ee have built 


K! 1 n * Wis 4E "35 1 


?+Nery well: you Lohdlude; int joltly; 
from the veins of a Houſe, that chere have 
i dern men, Who have made it, becaaſc it is 


ible chat a hotſe ſhould» come any 


r of itſelf, or by*blind chande, in an 
order. Now then, to be: but fort, ce 
the whole world haveicome forth of itſelf, 
or by a blinti chance, in ſuch drder as we 


fee it? No, fay you; to chink this ſeriouſly, 


5 would: VE wore ohh! 80 ben Jeu 
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; as ally petcebve: fw, I Münk ef 


no you, How « _— new en _ - 
Yes, fay you, we Toms now FR oak dent 


| that y ou aſked this, to make us conſider, 
_ that nothing that is made or created pro- 


eeds from itſelf, and that we: ſhould. be 
us convinced, from the contem lation of 


- - the world, and all that is in it, t there 


is a God; that is, a Being which is, and 
muſt needs be, perfect and eternal of him- 


ſelf: for otherwiſe we could never find the 


Arſt beginning or principle! 

All things, — which you ſee, or 
touch, may convince. you of God's exiſt- 
ence |, What do you therefore now think of 
ſuch as call themſelves wiſe ? who are ſo vain 
and arrogant on account of their learning, 
and in the mean time dare ſay, There is no 

God! Don't you fear you are too . 
natured, when you call them only pitiable i 


fools ?. You cannot imagine that there are 


ſuch men! There certainly are ſuch as dare 
to ſay it}; but it is difficult to believe, that 


there has been a ſingle one that has believed 
it in his heart; „ if they have. had knawledge 


enough to judge conterning the world, how comes 
it then that they have not more e Joeod the 
Lord of tbe werd? 4 - 1303160; 
Far the' inviſible things of 3 from the; 
creation of the world, are clearly ſeen, being. 
underſtood by the things: that are made, even his 
eternal er and el, th that they are 


or 2 | coithout 


2 1 
2 M when they FAN Ged,. 
ey glorified zum not as Ga, neither were 
thankful,” but became vain in their imapinations, 
aud their fooliſh heart was dartened. Profs omg 
themſelves to be 'awiſe,” they became fools, 
F have: now, my friends, if I don't de- 
ceive myſelf, ſufficiently demonſtrated the 
exiſtence of God to. oe An a nen | 
known example. / 5. © 
_ Surely there is ieee common, to 
convince an infidel that there is a God, 
than to demonſtrate to him, that the things 
that we ſes do not proceed or come from 
themſelves; but from another; and thus, 
that there muſt; of abſolute neceſſity, be an 
eternal: Supreme Being, from which all 
things; that have had r A - u 
their origin. n n 218; f. 
{You may then, by all created things, ea | 
fly now the Creator of all; and be alſo 
convinced, at: the ſame; time, by the Tame 
arguments, which aſſure you of His exiſt- 
enge, that He is not only ** Creator, but 
alſo: the Preſerver and Governor of all 
ann for does nothing, except the Firſt 
Cate on things, exiſt of itſelf, then alſo 
acts or vids, but by the power 
. of Him, re created 
thing continue in t being and 
tion, as long as he pleaſes; 2 b uy ip 
lf, or Eggs N 1 05 Nane depend 
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Is this a little tos high. Gr qe? "NY 


"ow to the purpoſe,) F.tee: your clock YO 
and even without yau do any thing te it ; 
but Ry how long will it:continue ta go on 
run! Why, till it 1s run daben! Will it then 


begin again of itſelf 1 Is::that)a queſlion! 


No; it muſt then le: wound up, ortelſe it 


would never run n. (Why not d olt goes 
now, as it ſeems, o itlelf; Why then ſhould - 
it not begin again of ibfels ? Bacauſe, Tay 


you, it does not even nom ge ar run of ĩt⸗ 
ſelf: for its going now, is merely hy the 
heavineſs of the Weight, wuüich inks dn 
deſcends downwards, as long 
keeps the'firfirwhedb ln. a by which 
again the other little: heels are moued 


but as ſoon:as theichain/is run dens ant 


the lead can deſcend no more, onlower;ithis 
motion uf the ſirſt heel ceaſes, andithereby 
again that of the dther Wheels. Andtthertn 
fore I aid that at goes till it is rum daun: 
and . never begin again af it wenernnt 
r again: (n a0 e 1609 920g 
Jour clock gbes, then; Byicn motions 
whidh the art of e maker, and yourgardy 
have giten te it 30 hut / neither dau, eee 
other man, are able tnf give 4 /perpotnal 


motion to it:: vu chn only! give m) ta 


it for a himited ime, after awhichoit xyants 

the ſame help as before; Fram tilisgagain 

ve might; hy aſcencling from ane thing ta 
another, eaſily form a no leſs ſtr 

| for the exiſtence of God, than the former ; 

* * 


as it-canii,and 
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lirtle worlds are there then! in the 9 
9 world?" Wie man! however" ſiravge that 


Tas : 
but, as che firſt 9 already taught 
you this, it wilt be ſufficient only to add to 
This tht, das a code ſtands in need of the 
power and viſdom of its maker and direc- 
tor, not only for” the beginning, but alſo 


for che ebntifuatibm Gf its motion; ſo kei. 


wile alll that is created o inceſſantly requires 
the influence of God's p power and wifdom; 


ver dtp defrdeesde dete ane: motion, but 


alſo to continue in⸗ them, that without this 

(influence) nothing bf all this could exiſt 

one moment, but would —— fall into | 

its fo —— or 'nothingnets 

© 'Phis little, my friends, is, "doubtleſs; 

abundangly fi nt to 'demonſtrate and 
oe; e muſt of 2 
a2 God, that is, a Supreme Beinę | 


| Fut Cauſe of all ereated things, as we E | 


the awakening and confirmatioh of your 
faith, as for the confounding of thoſe who 


are infidels out of mere wickedneſs and ma- 


lignity'; ; but alſo, that the fame God is the 
Supporter, or Conſervator and Governor of 
all, inſomuch that not one thing can ever 


be. or happen, without Us Irn and ſove- 
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reign pleafure. . 
Tet us now, then, paſs over from the - 


| macrocoſm, or great 1 to the miero· | 


coſm, or little world, whiith y eee our- 
ſelf! What ſort of lan is that? Am! 
myſelf a little world? y you. How many 
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frequently gi 
between them; and for this this 


3 world, or univerle. 


tc} 


| 5 name may appear to you, yet it, has long 


ſince been given you, with much propriety, 
by the ancient. philoſophers. Tell me, 10 


order to make you underſtand this too ea- 


ſily by an example, What is painted there 


on the door of that ſtable? A horſe! Nay, 
that is not true; no, it is only they portrait 
of a horſe! This is really true; but we call 


ito, becauſe it Jocks — much like a 2 

Enough: that is ery thing I wiſh 

den to conſider; — — in in his caſe is rn 
y you, ſo the proper name of one thing is 

ven to another, on account of 

ce or agreement there is 

reaſon. you, as 

a man, are likewiſe called a little world, 


the reſembla 


becauſe there are many thi ings found in ou, 


in miniature, which in 1 great world ſo 
equently ſtrike us with aſtoniſhment... And 


— are theſe? Mondes . God' 8 R 


and wiſdom! 
Conſider only ſertoudy, 3 in 5 roy to I 
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| convinced of this, your own being, and 


you will ſoon experience that you will diſ- 
cover in yourſelf no leſs arguments for 
God's exiſtence, than in the creation, pre- 
Mn and government of the whole 


2 man, you 5 , tlie; of 
2 ſpiri and material princ at 1s 
of Edd t body. I wiſh to we . firſt of 


the worthieſt part, namely, 0 m the human 


- pul. Yes, happy. ones! of 1 will tell 


*4 


you 


i phy Sf cCuAwoin a _ 


Err . 
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yon much, in tr — 
1s, you find much better by )e&perience | 


yourſeif, than the learned with their pro- 


fundity of ſenſe can declare idor;you. ;.: Lou 
would laugh, If ſhould demonſtrate to 


you, that many of them have written many, 
and even great books, in order th ſay, what 


the ſoul of man properly ib but, in-the 


end, were-always: forced to-day that they 


did not know it. Zeno ſaich, that it was 


Fire. Hippo cried, it is Murer Diogenes 
calls it Ar. Cercle! J ap; 
u O. 


eis it · bet · 
of God's 


Broth. 0 aba es wich r 


ing arguments n ſupport of their aſſer · 
tions, But are N agreed, knowing not 
yet who: + right and in the mean time 


564; howotey fmplc.and — 


aſſured, without perplexing your head with 
their ear Þ pu. got, tat q out ſoul is not only: the 
yqur body, Wbt ask and 


hot An — and immortal being; 


far. gy Winne God him- 


nn NV aineds; in the air, upon 4 d che 


earth, and in the water, as alſo the trees, 


Plants, and vegetable productions which 


you ſee are alive; have a ſort of ſoul, ſay 


oui; for as ſoon as they are dead, you ſay, 
there is no ſoul in them! though ſome mo- 


tion remains in a few of them, for a while. 


From hence you" alſo 'conchate, that the 
n . ſoul 


| op mo tie vere | 
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— one 
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"foul is v che liſe of: all, and thus tos af your 
body. But belides, | experience convinces. 
you that your ſoul, being much more ex- 
cellent. than that of all irvational beings, 18 
wholly ſpiritual, immortal, and in many 
8 if we may ſo expreſs it, like God. 
This at leaſt, that you continually: long after 
happineſs, and yet always complain of one 
thing or another, may ſerve; as a proof to 
you, that your ſoul ſeeks much more than 


there is to be found in all the world. A 
miſer, and an ambitious man, do commit 


evil; but not becauſe they long for more, 
but becauſe they place all their happineſs in 
things which they ought only to uſe as 
means of their true happineſs; for it is 
utterly impoſlible for a man, while he lives, 
to live ſo contented: that he would never 
deſire any more: nay, there will always be 
ſomething yet, however happy one may be, 
that he wiſhes: to be otherwiſe - at leaſt, 
What follows from this? That you have 


underſtanding, and hereby know the dif- 


ference between one thing and another: 
that you have a will, and can deſire and 
reject a thing: that you have memory, and 
rationally call a: thing good or bad: and 
from all this taken collectively, that your 
foul, is immortal; for what is material, 
judges, wills, and remembers nothing. 


Lea, from hence it even follows, that the 


ſoul muſt be thereby in ſome meaſure like 


God, and. immortal ; — can no man of 


under— 


F · I ff . a Re de 
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unde delire an y thing that is ut 


terly impoſlible, and ae e of every 
ſoul unlimited, as every one experiences, 


then the greateſt dullard eaſily conceives that 
there muſt be an eternal and infinite Good, 


which alone is the firſt cauſe and praſerver 


of this immaterial. principle in us. 
All this, ſay you, may be very true, but 

is too learned for us! I acknowledge it, 
my friends: you muſt, in order to compre- 
hend this, be at ſome pains; but you will 
ſufficiently underſtand, it, if you read it 
twice or thrice, and experience in or by | 

yourſelf, that your ſoul is much more per- 
fect than that of brutes ; but would be much 


more indigent than that of the moſt con- 


.temptiBle beaſts, if it was utterly annihi- 
lated, like theirs, by death. —Nay, this, 
you will ſay, every body can underſtand 


| for beafts can find their: complete ſatisfaction | 


here, but the happieſt man is ſtill in want of 
ſomething here upon earth, and thus every 
irrational beaſt would be more happy than 
a rational man: which is impoſlible ; for 
God's power and wiſdom, which we ſo 
clearly perceive, from the creation and con- 
ſervation of all created things, forbid us to 


think, that God ſhould have left the moſt 
perfect of his earthly creatures (which are 
ſurely our ſouls) fo indigent, that they 


ſhould indeed deſire, but never be able to | 


obtain the completion of their defires ! 
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If 1 nowalſo to FA 1 part of 
Werren principle, our body; 
What a moſt aſtoniſhing: waſter-piece. of 
art is this! How:uſeſul, how neceſſary, and 
how wellr regulated and ordered, are all the 
parts and members of it! How amazing is 
the briſk; the rapid and regular circulation 
ot the blood. through your veins! The di- 
geſtion, perſpiration, the operation of the 
bowels; the faculties of the ſenſes, the force 
of the paſſions; ſleep, nay your diſeaſes them. 
felves, are wonders, which, if you inſpe& 
them with attention, will immediately oblige 
you to acknowledge, that none but a God, 
vhoſe power and wiſdom are infinite, is the 
firſt" caufe and ſupporter too of your body. 
Perhaps you have now or then ſeen images, 
pictures, or other works of art, with ſo much 
amazement, that yon eried in deep aſtoniſh- 
ment, How. is it poſſible, that ſuch things 
kan be made by the ingenuity and hands of 
men? But is not the body of the moſt con- 
temned and moſt miſerable man, an incom- 
Prehenſibly. greater piece of art 
= Vea on, the firſt contemplation of it, the 
udeft infidels themſelves muſt confeſs their 
Impotence, and, conſtrained by the force of 
tuch, cry, The. finger of God is here! And 
of what, 11 befeech:you, is that piece of art, 
abe body of man, made? Lo! a ſmall con- 
temptibie lump of earth, a little heap of 
Jight duſt or __ is all that the incompre- 
þ _henlible 


644 29 ] 
benſible Maker Et it ing uſed for this! It 
feems' incfedibley but we "ſe it in thoſt 
bodies, that are reduced to their-firſt-ſtate. --. , 
Great God!] how ignorant muſti«that- 
* man be of chimſelF, , who does not-acknow- 
«. ledge thy power and wiſdom, merely in 


* the — — and- err hinown: ; 


* body Whas : 2 v;t-4 Sv 1170 1 et 2. A 77 
Vo do then now. ie av confeſs, as 1 
perceive,” that God is the Cauſe and . 
porter of your ſpiritual and; material 
eiple; that is, of your ſoub and body 2 311 


We cannot, you reply; tales notice of our 


ſelves, vithout'acknowledging that truth. If 
there are infidels; — deny and con- 
temn it, we pity them, and cry. to the con- 
 trary, after the example of David, with the 
vl profoundett * reverence, And full of gra- 
0 Lordi what is man that thou art 
— of im ? For Thou haſt. made him a little 
lower than» the angels, and Thou) haſt croruned 
Aim with. glory und honour. ©: Fhou' him 
to have dominion over the works f thy band: 
2320 Lord our Lord, how oxcallend; e 
N in all the earth 1 I 
But would it be e my 'brachreny! 
1 you, being aſſured of God's exiſtence, . 
ſhould acknowledge him with your mouth 
only, as the cauſe and preſerver of your 
whole being? Does not this truth require 
more of you, than; barely to deteſt and pity - 
all thoſe ho dare deny and. deride it? God 
| ae "All things, * that aſſure us of 


2 73) 8 B 3 af as 199” © the | 
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the exiſtence of God, and aſh our 8 - 


on God, cry aloud to us, that we muſt A 


Him !— A 
- Nothing, fredyy' * eaſier ſor you, how to 


make this — from it: for, to imagine 


that God takes no notice of the behaviour of 
men, is the height of folly; and ſtill more 
fooliſh to think, that the moſt celebrated 
Artiſt ſhould defire neither honor; nor ad- 
vantage, nor pleaſure, for his beſt work. 
That men owe nothing to God, impudence 
itlelf has never ventured to ſay. —But what 
ſervice can men do to God? Can God, by 
their good or bad behaviour, gain or loſe 
anything? Can God be affected with W | 
nech or grief 

No; much ſooner, much aakar,: could we 
diminiſh or increaſe the ſplendor of the ſun, 


than to add any thing to, or take any thing 


away from, God; but is it not therefore our 
duty humbly to acknowledge God's greatneſs, 
and our nothingneſs We have nothing but 


| byGod; and ve even experience, that what we 
have received of God, is corrupted by ſin: 


For God hath made man upright | — Our (ins 
then make us ſee, moreover, that we are 
unable to ſerve God, without God; that is, 


that we cannot perform our duty towards 
Him. — et God is fo good, that he will alla 
in this be the cauſe and preſerver of our ſpi- 
ritual principle, not only, but alſo of all the 
good that can poſſibly be in us.—-Is there 
then yet * thing neceſſary to convince us, 


that 


Tx "6 

that we are obligated to the ſervice which Gott 
requires of us —Faith is certainly the baſis * 
or foundation of this ſervice ; for, he that 
cometh to God, muſt believe that He is; —And 
the ſum of all the Commandments i is, To love 
Cod above all _—_ . our neighbours as u. 
E v7 94 091 1 75) 

Now; who our. Fe are, and what 
it is to love tbem as ourſelves, needs no ex- 
planation nor proof; no, for every body 
- knows, that nothing upon-earth i is more nigh, 
or like to them, than men.— All men, there- 
fore, are our neighbours! Now, in order to 
love theſe, as ourſelves, we muſt certainly 
do all that to them, as far as we are able, 
what we can reaſonably deſire ſhould be done 
unto ourſelves ; and, contrariwiſe, do nothing 
unto them, chat we reaſonably wiſh not to be 
done unto us.. | 5 

From this it follows too, that we «mult. care 
and provide for the general welfare, or public 

ood.— Now this requires, that we reverence” 
"a obey the Magiſtrates, and promote and 
maintain love, peace and unity, among our 
| Fellow-Citizens.—But how ſhall we perform 
thoſe duties, if we do not love ourſelves in a 

due and proper manner ?—How- ſhall he 
profit another, who corrupts and ſpoils him- 

ſelf; who, by prodigality, indolence, neglèct 
of duty, and miſbehaviour, diſturbs the pub- 
lic ref, and proves a burden to church and 
Nate ?—This you all ſee is impoſſible, and ſo 
rr that every one muſt zealouſly per- 
8 B 4 ä 
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form ehbatuies ob that ſtate in which heck 48 
placed. Every man muſt there ſore do his 
beſt, to acquire; by honeſt induſtry and pro- 
per frugality, what is neceſſary for. bichlelf 
and his family, that be may net prove a 
burden to others; but, contraziwiſe; be even 
epabled to impart ſomething to the indigent. 

What think1:zou now,' myN dear fellow- 
citizens! would it not be aqually agreeable 
and profitable to you, ſo (o find allthe things 

«which are propoſedoto v in this Introduc- 
tion, that you would in the end ery aut, 
conterning ih firſt principles of the words of 
Oed, Phey: are happy, Mhof live accdrding to 
thels; and, by the afliſtance of God, we Mill 
do ib H- Now, uch a little book the rom ned 

answer will preſent you wWitbal Whether | 
beetle mes 6007 fen Mee to it, is et 

1 {hall now make trial of 11411 
Phe queſtion .confiſts . of three, ad the 
| anfuer likewiſe will-haye: three, parts. 

In the Firſt Part, which I hall bn or 
divide i into two, L-will Sew, {2 roo bas 


Firſt, What arguments Nature, zin : 
| - Secondly, What arguments Reaſon, affords 
for the exiſtence of God. * 


Hatte Sagen Part, I ſhall make, it ap Tk 
"How far we may know this Being, —An 
In the Third Part, I wall endeavour: t0 


point out the moral conſequences that may be 
deduced from it, pa, ge aeg 


FIRST 


3 to es Ho 115 


. 


for the exiſtence of God, which Nature 
affords· the attentive, moſt clear and energetic. : 
to you, I deem it neceſſary previouſly to in- 
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N order, my dear fellow-citizens | o im. 5 
prove your. notions, according to my abi- 
451 and te render. che required arguments 


; 


form you, what your! are here to een by-- 
the word Nature. 0 un 
This anſwer, you ſay; will N be very. 
_ for that man muſt be deplorably ig- - 
" Horant of N indeed,” who: ſhould aſk what : 
874510 PB og 4: 72 2112 he 
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the word Nature ſignifies. —-Nay, this word is 


bimſelf uſes it even frequently. 


ſo very common, that the'greateſt 1 1gnoramus 

It is ſo: But come, tell me what is Nature? 
Why Nature! This now is eaſy, and what 
every one knows well!—Yet I hope you 
know more of it; and already perceive, from 
the anſwer given by you, that all; who give 
no better deſcription of the being of Nature, | 
have ſtill little conception of it. 

For ſuch then it may be profitable pre- | 


+ viouſly to obſerve here, that we may under- 


ſtand by the word Nature, either God him- 


ſelf, or the whole World: or, a general 
| operating Principle in it; or, the Principle 
of Motion in every Body : or, the Diſpoſition 


and Property of Men, Beaſts, Grounds, and 
vegetaane Productions. 

We may thereſore in a good ſenſe grant to 
Tofidels, or Unbelievers, that all things pro. 
ceed from Nature; but then they muſt alſo, 
whether they will, or will not, immediately 
acknowledge, that the firſt principle of all, 


which they call Nature, muſt be a neceſfary, 
fimple, all- wiſe, and every way perfeR Being, 
which we ſay, is God, For, tell me, for 
once, Why have you not done your beſt a 
hundred years ago — Then, perhaps, there was 


more chance to make your fortune, than now. 
That is fooliſhnefs, you anſwer : Could I do 


iy beſt before I was, or exiſted ?. This your 


queſtion ſurely is very Juſt*and ſenfible-7 But 


1 could Nature chen Bs wy thing before 


it 


Ps 


E350] 


It was, or prior to Its e ?, In all my 
life, you will declare, I have _ den ſuch: 


_ fooliſh queſtions! Why 


no; 


greataſt 


dunce in the world e full —— * — there 


muſt be ſomething, before it can act.— 51 
Don't, however, marvel at this, my friends ! 1 


| There are thoſe, who deem themſelves highly | 


. enlightened and wiſe, and yet talk much more 
_ fooliſhly. But ſeriouſly now ! Vou perceive 
then very clearly, that if any one will call 


Nature the firſt principle or the cauſe of all 


things, he muſt immediately own too, that it 


. muſt needs be an eternal Being; for, if every - 
- thing proceeds from Nature, nothing has 
been, or exiſted, before Nature was, or ex- 


iſted. | Now this can be nothing. but God 
himſelf; and for this reaſon too a: celebrated 


Dodtor aforetime ſaid, Mhen I ſpeak of Va- 
ture, 1 underſtand by. that ppc the 


Maler and een. or Director of it, the- 


Supreme God. 


But if we may allo call God ihe Maker and: 
Governor of. Nature, then, there muſt be 


fomething too that we call Nature, and yet 
is not God; for we cannot ſay with any de- 


gree of propriety, that God hath made and 


overns himſelf: no, He is eternally of Him- 
If, and in His perfeQtions immutable !— 


% 


Fruiy, my friends! you give demonſtrations - 
of: ability]! You have obſerved. this very 
juſtly, and ſhew that your Judgment is by no - 
means corrupted. Ves, there is ſomething 


chat is termed Nature, and yet is. not God.. | 
| 4:2} B. 6: ls 
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It 15 on this acebunt too, that 6 
i requiſite previouſly to. aſſert, what me are in 
-this anſwer to underſtand by the word Naur. 
Various manners (or ſenſes) in which it is 
taken, have alſo mentioned to you; and, 


how by it. we may underſtand God himſelf, I 


\ have juſt-now elearly ſneumn. When, by the 
vord Nature, God himſelf is underſtood, 
then He dees himſelf ſpeak to us by her, 
and aſſures us that He is, and bas produced 
every thing that is, or exiſts. In all the other 
manners (or ſenſes) He ſeems to ſay unto us, 
The 07 ks which I do - - give teſtimony of Me. 


== = = 4 Though ye will not believe Me, believe ibe 
words = that-ye-moy know and believe, that I am 


the Lord. Nay, all that we: underſtood by 


Nature, in the other ſenſes, are works and 


attributes, that can have their. rigin« from 
none but God. | 
When the arguments are required, ch 
Nature affords for the exiſtence of God, and 
not what arguments God has given us of His 
exiſtence, it is certain that, in this anſwer, 
we are, by the word Nature, to underſtand 
the operation and p „ Which we. diſeo- 
ver in all created things, and have — 
and keep their rk e and dura e 
from none, but Ge 
On this wiſe, or in this-ſenſe, akte af. 
Fords.ſo many, and ſuch invincible arguments 
for the exiſtence of God, that, however illi- 
terate and unlearned you may be, you can 


oy cans ſtop the mouth of. the. pre 
n 


1 237 1 


Cf tuous, Ath „or Pexider of Religion: 
ung 5 being fu ill of cobſolation | 


** thus ma 
y, Ne, mfory, which avercometh. 
Pubs bh bat hat is,, wickedne s,) is our Belief! | 
"Tn begin, it "ſeems, to lien: ſamething 
more cheerfylly ! Yes, fay you, I do already 
long for, thoſe arguments. # Neyer have 1 


douhtęd of God's exiſtence ;, but now I per- | 
ceive, that the knowing of the arguments 8 


uſed would be moſt Wehn agreeable and p pro- 
fitable. to me. 


. Lüke LY I vill hey min te 
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nnr 
4 HEN, we ſpeak of the Air, we. often 


ven, Jin. . 1 we ſee the ſun, moon and 


ſtars : but this is not properly that:-of which | 
1 would now ſpeak to you; no, the Air I 
aim at, is a fluid, rare, and digphanaus matter, 


 whichgaby ita preſſitant * gravitatng and elaſtic 


forceg(! effeAuates oftoniſhung | matters, and has. 


fuck. att; Influence on many created things, that. 


neither men; nor beaſts, can live without it. 


Behold, here! 1 will demonſtrate this to you. 
by a trifling inſtance. What is that boy a 


doing there? He will yy that little boaxl— 


oles 55 


Ag ics e only Nee hoes 


þ 


erſtand by it the Expanſe, or Hea- 


DDr 
a — — — _ a — 
72 ee 
E IE 
were; = 


i . 
_ holes in it; 10 preſerve. His "golden: beetle 
alive. 

Why, truly, how inndcent are children! 
Does he not, perhaps, do this to procure a 
proſpect for his beetle, as we have through 
our open windows? — Why no, is your an- 

. ſwer: he does it, that his beetle may continue 
to live. Can he then give food to his beetle 
through thoſe little holes? Not that either: 
he does it, fimply, that the neceſſary Air 
may come through them into the little box, 
which he fears would be too cloſe or tight 
for his beetle. Does his beetle then want 
Air too? Only aſk him: he will immediately 
anſwer, young and innocent as he js,” that 
his beetle would ſoon die, if he could not 
conſtantly get freſh Air. How does he 
know this? Even by experience: for he 

feels himſelf, that, when he lies under any 
thing, and can get no Air, he is opprefled, 
and would die; and ſo, he chiles; 4 * would 
fare with his beetle. Perbaps, too, he his 
already ſcen ſome die for want of Air. Now, 
in order to prevent this, be prichs- little holes 
in his little box. e azons Fade e 5 

It is then already pirived; that Air is fo 
abſolutely neceſſary for men and beaſts, that 
they cannot-live without it. Nay, this: you 
ſay is a matter fo clear and certain, that even 

children know it. | | 

No that the Air, ſo highly nocklhey for 
tic life of all mortals, is only a fluid, very 
rare and diaphanous matter Or: vu which 


yet 
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55 yet, by its preſſitant or gravitating and elaſtic 
pover, produces amazing effects or things, a 
little attention will eaſily teach you. 


I ſee, you have a thermometer hanging 


there. Tell me, what is there in that glaſs 
tube? They tell me it is mercury! Behold, 
it now ſtands exactly even with the words, 


there on the ſide, Fair Weather, But the 
mercury does not always ſtand there neither; 
but now higher, then again lower. Is there 


then any thing elſe in the tube, that makes 
the mercury riſe 


e and fall, or ſink? Why, no! 
How comes it then, that it is ſometimes higher, 


and ſometimes again lower ? —Nay, I don't 


know that ! I ſaid but lately, Wife, this truly 
is a queer thing! then it points to Fair, then 
to Foul Weather; and then too it is always fo: 


and yet no man comes to it, that does any 
one thing thereto! It looks like witchcraft. 


It will certainly not look like witchcraft to 
you, when I make you underſtand the cauſe 


of the aſcending and deſcending of the mer- 
cury. Obſerve, my friend, the whole cauſe 


of the riſing and deſcending of the mercury, 


is, if 1 may ſpeak fo, the Air alone: when 
that becomes heavier, the mercury aſcends ; 
and when it grows lighter, it ſinks again. 
When therefore the weather is calm, and 
ſeems to grow likely for rain er wind, we 
generally ſee the mereury deſcend; and, on 
the contrary, riſe or aſcend, when. the Air 


becomes ferene or clear. Now, at the bot- 


tom of the tube, you fee a little glaſs ball, in 


which 
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. which. is.a ſmall hole, through which the A 
comes in. De you percave hau, how that 
aſcending and deſcending of the mercury can 

 . happen, without any man puts a Hand to it? 
Indeed, much better than 1 expefted. Now 
"I won't miſs that thing, for twice'what it coſt 
me. —I verily learn from it, by the aid of 
this information' or. inſtructi 55 that the Air 
bas an amazing farce. That it Ts foi, tare 

or thin, aud diaphanous, as you ſaid, I clearly 


ough which the Air 


2 ſo neceſſary for our life, but Has 


e 775 . 5 75 it in its hei 


? 

c 

8 

? 

Y 
t 
f 
r 
e 
- 
19 
Ty 
ff 
os 
d 
1 


Ot 


i 5 . ae th 


1 4. ] 
Filhes; ; 3 che Sus which ye hear from 


afar; from the Smell or 
things ; from Pumps, and a multip UW * 


other things: but this BY will be abundantly 


ſufficient 10 make y Fe iy A plain and 
ſimple manner, that'there is an operation and 


property diſcovered or found in the Air, 


which it cpuld neither have reęgeived, nor 
have and keep, from any backs but God 


apt 

wr 44 t is hey ond all oe th that 

they axe natural; for it woul 
culous jo demopſtrate and proye 10 10 

Ad ie not.ma the: Air, and ate wet 

8˙. 
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ste chance only, 1 'palf bly have 


ha Raue el Kant e, 755 ithout canſi 
5 e INES, 9 the par 1 * | 
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and WET Can 1. e by b e at 


1444 


1 


1 9 No! leſs coming y vou will find the 78 
. Wund, in. the 85 f 


——— 
. 


— RECs 

— 2 — - * 
eee eee 

— 


— — 


* — 
— af > nw 


_ 5 
_ * 
5 r 2 
— we, oe es _ — 
= - = = —̃ —̃̃ T— 
rr 


— . 
5 
C 


| moſt ſtupid perſon knows; and from whence 


* know that there was a-great want of Water 
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H I 8. you ſay, will be 8 too, pro- 
"vided any, thing wonderful is to be diſ- 
e in it: for, what Water is, even the 


it (at leaf Rain-Water) proceeds, no one 
will aſk; at leaſt 1 will not, ſince 1 very 
ſenſibly. experienced it yeſterday, as, 1 was 
walking without the city. 
Firſt great drops fell, and very lod whole 


ſtreams. I twink it has been a water-fall,* or 7 
ſome ſuch thing, and I was mighty glad when 
1 entered the gate, and could Lie my ſelf - 
there. Yet I was already thoroughly wet; : 

and it ſeemed to offend me a little, when 1 : 
' heard my Wife ſay, as I came home, © I am x 

indeed ſorry. on your account, but I am, 

glad notwithſtanding ; for the Rain was i 
very neceſſary and ineſtimable. I had no 
Water in the ciſtern, and could get none 
' « from the neighbours.” ic 


I was obliged to juſtify my Wife; for you q 


| " Hereabouts, and, truly, we can't do without g 
{on "Waves !—Moreover, the graſs, which n. 


had 


. 
. 


7 Py Ld * by 1 L 43 " ] 8 


had begun to grow ſo faſt, was ſtopt in its 


growth: there would ſoon have been want 
of grals every where, and great danger that 


the corn, and other fruits of the field and 
garden, would be wholly dried up: yea, 
there were already» here and there many 


ditches ſo dried out, that many farmers were 


conſtrained to carry Water to their cattle in 
the field. 3 ˙ ta 

Well, friend !—Your relation is full long 
enough; yet I have heard you with patience, 


* 


becauſe I. ſhall now be able, in very few 
words; to ſhew you many. wonders of the 


'Water.—You (and many others) ſeem not to 


have taken much notice of it, and at leaſt 


conſider Raining as nothing particular,—But 


* 


conſider, only your own words for once! 


Firſt, ſaid you, there fell great drops, and 


— 


then it rained whole ſtreams. Had this laſt 


been true, what would have become of you? 
Whole Streams] You are ſo mighty captious 
withal ! But it certainly rained with a terrible 


violence, —Methinks you perceive ſomething, 


and now raiſe ſome difficulty concerning the 
words Whole Streams — Why is. this? You 
imagine it was a water-fall : why then roundly | 


aſſert, that all that Water came downwards 


at once? I ſay ſtill, it fell mighty ſuddeply ! 
Good; but you will not be explicit yet: why 7 


don't you ſay, it fell at once? Why, be- 
cauſe, if one would ſo captioufly take it in a 
{tri ſenſe, it-would not be true; for ſurely, 


no one could wade through fo much Water, 


that 


Nel 4.7 F ihe Rain M itef then did not 
how Coches jt now, that che Water 16 happily 


* EF .frienc 8. "the ſimple Rain itfelf is 


| joar of Mare, 4 geaſt Kijowleds e, 


gen fell do wn 10 4 1 4 o, it as 
jabe ah him Ibivks, dy: n aſhed him 
6 pidees!—FHbubh! chis Js the very thing 1 


„but e at once; and like 
A water Tall. of in thvte e firtams, it would daſh 
men t0 ie e Yes that is certain But 


falls "fri Arops £2 Why, chis is ſomething” 1 
have never conſidered ; Jo, Abi eat 
e indeed {= a 155 


an aftoni ing Wonder of Nature. But what 
mlt TOE of fUth mien, Who date to fay, 


95 45 Mie leaft 7 ontFivaiice or forefi ight, 
de LEN „ Even 5 a Violent ſtôrm, ſo hap- 
pily 5 et chi How neceflary the Rain 1s, 
'for meh, for be; Ac, and the whole katth, has 
been juſt”! ow proved to you” from 4'Gmiplt 
narrative.” Wo u d it, Ty eſeech you take 
"notice of it y could it happen, without the 
aid or agenc y of : any being, that there is ſuch 
4 een operation to be found in N ature, 
by wh Ic h the Water, ſo bighly Re aher. 
ven in drops, and yet in A ſufficient abun- 
Ho. even, to .the Poor? No; that is im- 
Pollible,) o will, ſay? we clearly ſee God's 
omnſpotence, wiſdom and goodneſs, in it!— 
Na ay, by h how 1 much the more deeply we exa- 
mine into it, by f ſo much the more loudly 
ature cries out unto ds, Tiere is' a God, Tho 
$4 05 'caufe a and direft feb this "eration? 1 
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uch From a Contemplation of the FIE. 
IN Nature, ſays Mr. Sralk, nothing is 

more manifeſt to the ſenſes, and nothing 
leſs intelligible, than Fire. What Fire is, 
we ſee; but in what the eſſence of. Fire pro- 
perly conſiſts, is very hard to. define. But, 
whatever Fire may be in itſelf, conſidered, 
you may, without puzzling yourſelf; with ibe 
different thoughts of naturaliſts, draw ſuffi- 
cient arguments, from the moſt ſimple con- 
templation of it, for the exiſtence of God. 

e | 1 Expe- 


_ 
IF 
A 


an admirable aptitude to take, keep, and ex. 
plainly in Wood, which grows hot, even b). 
That the very Stones have Fire in them, 


need not inform you, ſince probably the uſe 
of the Fire- Stones has already _ you | this 


| long gb. 


men know ſufficiently, from the neceſſity and 


3 46 FR 
Experience convinces you, that there either 
is Fire concealed in many things, or at lealt 


tend Fire.—This, for inſtance, we ſee moſt 
violent friction alone, and at laſt takes Fire, 


ora diſpoſition to produce Fire, I certainly 


e may ds moſt eaſily procure Fire, and 
it offers itſelf to man in many things. — How 
happy. this is for us all, the moſt ſtupid of 


utility of it; for without Fire, we would pe- 
Tiſh with cold and want. —Yes, ſay you, this 
is true, and ſufficiently known to every body; 
but as yet I diſcover not much wonder in that 
contemplation of Fire.— It is, indeed, happy 
for us that we may obtain it, becauſe it is fo 
neceſſary .and profitable for us: but unbe- 
lievers will acknowledge this as well as we!— 


I grant you this ſo far, my friends, that they 


will call it happy; but if, by the word happy, 

they only underſtand fickle Chance, they will 
by no means grant it as well as you. For 
that it is not produced, conſtantly preſerved 
and operates for the good of men, in fuch an 
incidental. manner, but ſolely by the gracious 


4 of an All-diredting Supreme 


ing, you will eaſily experience, from an 
attentive 


. : PI FIRE 2 RI 


- "Y 


atte ntive conſideration. Of F the J little I : 'have 
already told yon. an % Hine ane A 
That I may aſſiſt you in this alſo, Iwill in 
few words remind you of the principal things. 
What Fire is, you know: better than philoſo- 
hers can deſcribe it to you.— It is for the 
ſupport of your life, to warm you in the cold, 
to prepare great part of your meat and drink, 
to obtain many inſtruments, and other things, 


as neceſſary for you as any thing created. 


It is eaſy to be obtained; and for this pur - 
poſe it is included. in moſt ſubſtances, or there 
is an amazing diſpoſition either to receive or 
produce it. — In its operation it performs 
wonders, and would, if there were no means 
given to men to reſtrain its force, be abſo- 
Jutely invincible, and would long ſince have 


conſumed the whole earth. — 


Having duly conſidered all this, when any 


meet you, who dare aſſert that Nature, with- 
out the influence of an Almighty, All-wiſe, 
and All-governing Supreme Being, has pro- 
duced Fire, and conſtantly. preſerves. and 
makes it operate, only aſk them. ſimply, 
Whether Nature then, without wiſdom, with- 
out contrivance, merely by blind chance, 
hath been able to perform and accompliſh all 
this, and the conſequences, hereof, till con- 
tinue in their operation, without the direction 
of an intelligent Being; nay, being annihi- 
lated, reſtore them anew to operation? 
Tiss true, a man may produce Fixe from 
many things, excite. it in ſome, and impart jt 
7 5 e „5 
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| theFire-of the Sun, chich is tikewife) moſt 


 Whothave been 10 hot and cold countries thay 


taught you this But, can it be merely 


60 near the Sun, and not too far from it 2 | 


to oihers: but it is utterly Apomble, eren ta 

the greateſt artiſt, to make or ptoduet rea 
and eſſential Fire, here i is not in a Vile 
or ſenſe; (20/19 obe men reibe wo 

| Other evaſions 6 objeRions; whichinlley 
might ſeek for here, would alſo tonvinee you, 
in the. moſt powerful manner, that they are 


perplexed: and embarraſſed ;; that the opera- 


tion of Natute in- this alſo, males them 


aſhamed; agd furniſhes vou with an argument 


fer the esillence of God, that ig invinetble 


to malignity and wickedneſs; — — 
o Et üs nb, to ſay ſomething ; 


ring 
neceſſary and profitable for all; hete.oalyiyet 
remark; that, if the earth Was' nearet o che 


Sun, all would burn up and, if at a gHater 
diſtance from it, ering would grow: Men 


certify it to vou, if the difference betwin 
Summer and Winter has not yet ſufficiently 


ence that chere is à Sun, Which is ſolmue 
watited that we cannot be without it? Agne, 
has 1 thapperied: by chance; that we are n. 


Would any one dare to call the regular tourſe 
And manner, in which the Sur commnietites 
Its ght and warmth 10 us, the effeft of Bekle 
chance He - might, ſay you; boaſt &f his 
undefſtanding and learning as müeh ds be 
pleaſed: I would by no rfieahsperpleximy ſelf 
„ 8 all * . babe have'mow 

* . again, 


5 'E, 49 55 
2 JO” in thiggontemplazio Ache ben eb- | 
21 tained a ſtrong. argument for abe-exiſtenes.of 


He God. 164 4 it; 10 130 115! 184 2 + 17750 it 18 £ 9404 p 
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lation of the ant 1 7 


Fi ak not, ay, "riended © Wett ler gon; 
templation will be of too Jarge — | 
or extent, or beyond your, comprehenſhon yr 
ne In the former, I have * the: beſt I was 
er ¶ able, to teach you plainly, and in fewrwards, 
en t know many and wonderful things, as, int. 
ay diſputable, arguments ſor the, exiſtence of. 
IX God, which Nature affords ; hut än his you 
uy WM viliimmediately; ſee. the, and» of, Mur OWE 
we accord, as f as I.fhallonty-aiake you look 
en owewhat ware accurately than uſual into 
172 cbiogs t hat prdceed from the Eatth r 
Won ſeam all ta take delight a0 Elawess 7wr 


hat have, you ee r duly conſidered from” 
ele hence many flowers get, ſuch a ſine £ 

tes end deligheful. fragrance;? , cgording, to my 
Kle conception, you anſwen, that proceeds r m 
his Wthe kind, or bature of he Flowers; for-thele, 
he l have Alneady remarked, are the ſame in 
elf kind every year Does the Earth then con- 
* an 8 rn in? es, and, ſo much 


even 


| | „ | 
even that, except a few which draw their 
nouriſhment from the water, the bulbs or 
plants of moſt die when out of the Earth, or 


{ 


remain without growth. © i 
But how can the Earth, which otherwiſe 
makes every thing it lies on dirty and filthy, 
give ſuch a pure whiteneſs, per example, to 
the lilies? Nay, that, you ſay, I neither 
know nor comprehend! I ſee, indeed, that 
a 50 proceed from dirty earth, even ſtinking 
with dung and ooze; but where they get a 
whiteneſs and delightful fragrance, 1 have 
never ſo deeply conſidered. . 


! 


Nature, I would fay, is the cauſe of it— 


You would thus conjeQture ſomething of it, 
but at the ſame time give evident proofs that 
your reflection on Flowers has ſtill always 


been deficient; for otherwiſe you would long 


fince have concluded from theſe, of your 
own accord, that Nature, to which we com- 
monly Attribute this, muſt be directed by a 
higher hand. —In the meaneſt little Flower 

truly, nay, in ſuch an one even as is plucked 
up and rejetted as a tare, and thus grows up 
out of the Earth, contrary to the will of 
men,, the aſtoniſhing operation of Nature 
points out to all, who pay due attention to it, 
the infinite power and wiſdom of its great 
Creator! See over yonder, before that 
: houſe that ſtands empty there, the Dande- 
lions growing up between the ſtones, and in 


their full blow! It is indeed true, that many 


men are ignorant that they ſerve as a molt 
FE LE, RA excellent 
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excellent Teme in our country, and repute 


them, 1 ackno ledge it, mean, and even 


coniemptib 1 lowers: bu, would you not call 
him the mo 

who maintained, that a blind operation o 
Nature had p oduced thoſe Flowers out of the 
Earth? Can it happen without the direQion 


or 7 2 cate of an intelligent Being, 


that they þ aye, that e erg; con- 
anch) 115 every, Year, roduce 
theſt y Ye o e led ſo exaftly divided 
in 9. carcle, an & exqu iſitely packed on one 
5 er., No, y you: I ever beheld, the 


| FI owers wich pleaſure, but will hence 
forth, bel upon the meaneſt of them for edi- 


fe ihn Hnce, 1 in theſe too, Nature gives us 
rong ar ment for. the exiſtence o God! 
Ws and all of you, my friends! will, 1 


bo e, 1 eak his language, when you ſhall 
1 duly cM Bank. theſe few remarks on 


Flowers. — But, do you Ueſire more, or other 
arguments, from the contemplation of the 
RY: ? Then, take a view of the, Kitchen- 
garden. But, as many and various fruits as 
the Fa arth brings forth in this, from her fertile 
womb, ſo manifold and various'you will there 
find the deſired arguments. 

This certainly, that ſo many kinds of fruit 
proceed from ane and the fame earth, will 
make you ſee, that "whoever, Plants or waters) | 
it is God alone who grueth the increaſe. 

That there are various ſorts of fruits; that 


theyy do not grow ripe at once, but follow 


5 "- wh 


can. and. c ntemptible 1955 : 
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: inet.” een e to. ds he 
Nature is 9 1 ih ber 6 peratign, by d Pro-: 


vidence nouriſhi g and 1 porting alt «es 


which certainly 6 be no wn bar Ged. 


Creator, Governor and Conſerv ator, "of "all 
things, ae if you pleaſe, "his 8 c 
plan by 48 rſelf. 8 Speak of 5 EY 
nds. — it n the Kufts whit Wor 
rune” from the Ea and e | 
requiſite for man an a ade, I Aire * ; 
to them, —Behold 


grow for the healing of diſeaſes and, u 


the fruitful orchards, the foreſts,” nat“ 11510 


us the neceſſary wood: the fields of ae 
which give Kenn in e . 400 0. 
Winter, for feeding ſo man) rl als; 
and aſk yourſelf, or whom, you pleaſe, whe: 
ther the Earth from its own nature, and par- 


ticularly. by a mere caſualty or pling Tharice, 


©1131 


produces all this !— 
ou, aſk this, to make others 


I mig ht, Ty 4 
pay Aale eg abd attentjon 16 God's mar- 


vellous pole, wiſdom, goodneſs and love, 
to one and all of us, and to make them Offer 
up to. our great Benefactor all due praiſe and 


gratitude, | or thankſgi rs, more . County: 
by 0 IS as 


and, with greater atd 
though I deubted of the. exiſtence of God, I 


- would be A and would eſtcem all thoſe 
| Who do co 


template*the wonders of Nature 


in every thing that proceeds from the _ 
| wit 


e corn-fitts ant 10 
land: the gardlens, f in Which invafbabft h ike a 


* 
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others, to. 


| out to YOUL— 


En , ne. 6, 4 th 


more to do now, 
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wit due then yet dare ſay, There is 
. 1 4 Ae 1 his? 8 1 
2%, Gad. unworthy 


of any further inſttuction. 

On bpurpoſe alſo to incite you, and all 
Nc your reverence, praiſe and 
gratitude, to the Moſt High, from the con- 
templation of bis works, theſe arguments, 
which Nature moſt abundantly affords for the 
exiſtence of God, are 


od, are very particularly pointed: 


3 
4 


Mg 
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have all been already exhibited to you; no, 


this would be endleſs 1-Yet, your pleafure 


in the former makes you long after more! 


* 


Well then, I can be ſhort, and yet fatisfy 


— 


your wiſh ; for, in order that you may gain a 
multitude of thoſe arguments, I have nothing 
e to than to enumeratè only ſome 
natural things in'the 700 
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1 Elements, or Simple Bodies, you are, 
my friends, already ſufficiently able to find 


incontrovertible arguments for the exiſtence 
of God, even from every thing that is ſeen 
remarkable in the natural operation and pro- 
perty of created things.—Exerciſe yourſelf, 


then, for the edification and incitement of 


. yourſelf and others, in a vacant hour, with 
_ruminations of thoſe wonders which diſplay 


wy 


nt, however, think that tbey 


F ROM the contemplation. of the Four 
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trembli 


7. The Firmament, or Expanſes of Hea- 
ven.— Take notice, in a cfear day, of the 
Sun, which, according to limited times, ſo 
conſtantly ſerves us with his light and warmth. 
— Behold at night, in a clear moonſhine, the 
Moon and thouſands of Stars, in which bur 
eye wanders! — Meditate on the marvelldus 
operation and utility of theſe two great, and 
the other innumerable celeſtial luminaries; 
and, I aſſure you, tranſported e 
aſtoniſhment and high exultation, you will 
55 with David, The Heavens declare the 257 
0 


- 


God : and the Firmament. ſheweth his handy- 


* 


3. In a terrible Storm or Tempeſt: If 


% 


you are then able to think calmly, the flaſhes 
of lightning, however diſmal, and the rolling 


or rattling claps of thunder, fo terrible even 
to irrational brutes, will fill you with deep 


reverence and awe of God's-almighty power. 


—'Then ye, who fear God, may freely ridi- 


cule that childiſh fear of thoſe merry cham- 
pions who will not hearken to the voice of 


Divine .Grace.— Aſk them, then, whether 


there is a God indeed !—when: they, moſt 


unexpeRedly hearing the reſounding thunder, 

ngly cry out, O God ! what a horrible 

. OT) 
3. In Storms, Hail, Snow and Froſt; yea, 


in theſe, and each of theſe, you will, without 
any difficulty, find arguments for God's ex- 

iſtence that will beat the very haughtieſt down 
to the ground, make you kneel down with 


profound 


Ls 


- Pg 0 If = mm. + Wy wi ah wh po 
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profound reverence before his greatneſs, W 
even kindle a fire of love in your hearts. — 
Conſider only, whence the Winds derive their 
ſtrength? Who there is, that bas time and. 
power to divide the Ice, ruſhing down from 
the fly with ſo much violence and rapidity, 
into ſmall grains, leſt it ſhould daſh. every 


L 


wieldy Water can become lighter, whiter, 


pens in the Snow and Fleets in the air? 
What makes the raging billows of the.Ocean, 
yield to the cold, and become a level hard 
-floor 2 All this will force you | to e is 
the Lord, and none elſe.— id) 

4. In the Brutes on the Field df you 
alſo take theſe, e or only ſome known ſorts of 
them, into conſideration, their being, their 
nature, their ſtrength, their ſervice, the uſe, 
po and nouriſhment, which we all receive 

y thein, will make you ſee on the ſpot, that 
not only- an Omnipotent and All-Wiſe, but 
alſo a Supreme Lord, providing all things for 
the uſe and fupport of men, is their Creator, 
Preſerver and Director. — Nay, the dumb 
cattle will excite you to ſing Praiſe and thanks 
to God !— 

* In the Fiſhes :—Theſe. ſurely you can- 
not contemplate with attention; without being | 
aſtoniſhed at their make and ſuſtenance.— 
Whatever ſort of them you view, the inconſi- 
derable little Perch, as well as the huge Whale, 
wil teach you that Nature, in her operation, 

| C4 muſt 
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thing in pieces? How the ponderous un- 


and more ſoft than the fineſt down, as hap- 
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muſt be goed by an exalted Being; for, 
that theſe, or any other you pleaſe, have a 
moſt curious body, and live in the Water, 
without the wiſdom and provident care of their 
one: inal, or Firſt Cauſe, would be folly 

ink, and, to ſay it, the moſt impadent 


j ſ 
— Y 5 


language — 

6. In the Birds and Inſedts:—All you be- 
hotd in theſe, may enable you to cover Infi- 
_ with ſhame; for, if you reflect on the 

idity of their ſligkt; if you remark the 

diverſity and beauty of their feathers ; if you 
 Kearken to their deli tlul imging all is 
ſuſRetent for! this. — The Coldifineh! the 
Thiſtle-finch, and the like, muhipl # the ar- 

uments; yea, the ſmalleſt Fly, which. we 
| cart ſcarcely ſee, unites itfelf to all, and: eries, 
by its celerity and tenerity, with a jood voice, 
 Thert is a Great Creator, wan power and _ 
dare boandteſs 1” 
It is needlefs, my friends! to detain you 

longer, by enumerating more things. 
Theſe few wilt yield abundant matter for we- 
ditation to you, and render it evident that 
Nature, that is, the diſpoſition or operation 
which we diſcover! in created things, affords 

ft many arguments for the exiſtence of God, 
as it produces wonders: - L961 5:0... 
the: poet eieeke; to N eee ee 
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FIRST. CHAPTER 


What: we are in bu, Anſwer to underſtand » 


Rixason., 


ut word Reaſon alſo has, ike many 

others, various ſignifications; but, in 
the molt common acceptation, we underſtand * 
by it, either a ſpeech: or diſcourſe, or that 
natural innate light, and aptitude or ability, 
by which every man, who has the uſe of 
Reaſon, is capable to comprehend and judge 
things,, to - diſtinguiſh” truth from falſhood, , 
and to draw a good or juſt conlegurney: from 
propoſitions. 
T bat we call a ſpeech Reaſon, ſay you, * 
know very well; and, indeed, I myſelf have 

- ſometimes: ſaid to my wife, when ſhe was 


ſomew hat moved by paſſion, Pray, hearken to 
CCOES  $3 


15] 
: j 
. N ! 
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Reaſon But that laſt, I fear, is too learned 
for me. No, my friend, that very reaſon, 
which you there utter, ſhows that you, with- 
out being learned, likewife uſe Reaſon in 
that ſenſe or manner, and deem even your 


vile capable of it.—Tell-me, for once, would 


= indeed requeſt or aſk the Fire, when it 
urns too vehemently,” to hearken to your 
Speech or Reaſon? Why no, you anſweér.— 
And why ? Becauſe the Fire can neither hear 
nor underſtand my Reaſon !— Good! But 
don't you plainly ſee now too, that. you make 
uſe of the word Reaſon in the ſecond ſenſe ? 
AIlt would be madneſs, you intimate, were I 
ſeriouſly to ſpeak to any thing that can nei- 
ther hear nor underſtand me. But the. Fire 


w 


cannot hear or underſtand me; conſequently 


it would be madneſs, were I to fpeak fo.— 
Thus you certainly draw a juſt concluſion 
from thoſe two propoſitions; but compre- 


hend now alſo, as I hope, that the aptitude 


or ability, by which you are able to form 
ſuch concluſions, is ſtill ſomething different 
in you, from the external words, or Reaſon, 


which you utter. When you requeſted of 


your wife too, that ſhe ſhould hearken to 


Reaſon. was this merely then to hear you 


ſpeak ? Why no; but to make her underſtand 


from my Reaſon, that ſhe- did ill in falling 


out ſo paſſionately.— Vour wife too; then, 
muſt not only be able to hear your reaſons, 
but be capable, moreover, to. form this con- 
clufion from it, I muſt -curb my paſſion, hen 
+ hs e  T ſpeak 


ee 


ence of God. 


n 
I ſpeak loo ae But my haſband. uſt 
1 me that falle too paſhonately= 
conſequently 1 muſt now curb my 77 wn. Ay, 
ſhe is indeed able to do this, ſhe did but 
always do it This is not the matter in hand, | 


We ourſelves don't always do it; no, it is 
merely to ſhow you, from- this inſtance, that 


every man, that can make uſe of his under- 


ſtanding, i is poſſeſſed of a natural ability, at at 
leaſt in reſpecl of many things, to ailingaih 


truths from falſnoods, and to draw juſt conſe- 


quences from propoſed rules, or propoli- 


Th Ky 
Nov, this natural ability or ents. in 
man, is the ver thing we are, in this anſwer, 


to underſtand by the term or word Reaſon; 


and this ability or reaſon it is, which, as I 
ſhall, without ſaying much now about its cor- 
ruption and fallibility, ſne you, affords many 
good and infallible Wu e for the exiſt- 


* 


Attend, and you will Yay bon ſee the 
firſt, in the on at wes 
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SECOND: CHAPTER. 


From the Potis, vor Sharks: which RA 5 
has in the Arguments of N ATURE | 


ALTHOUGH we-have not ſpoken, in 
the Firſt Diviſion, of the convittion 
which Reaſon, or the innate ability of men, 


to deduce a Ces conſequence from things 
C 6 G 


= 


ms 
| Propofed, gives us concerning the exiſſence 
of God, it has nevertheleſs afforded ſo many 
arguments for this verity to us, as Nature, in 
its eſſence, diſpoſition, power, property and 


eration,” of many created things, has exhi- 
bited-'t6 our view ; nay, we may very juſtly 
obſerve; that, properly ſpeaking; it has been 
Reaſon, not Nature, that has furniſhed: us, 


_ if. thoſe propoſed things, with the indicated 


arguments: for what Nature has done in this; 
were "only the propofitions, from which this 
and confequence was drawn by found Rea- 
n, There is a God !/—But all this notwith- 


landing, the former are rather dehominated 


arguments of Nature, than of Reaſon, be. 


(; faut thoſe propoſitions of Raue are com. 


monly, in themſelves, ſo plain, ſo clear and 


eceive, | dar produce the conſequence from 


* 
* 4 : 
b 1. 5 


J cannot but imagine to myfelf, ſay yon, 


that I am now ſomewhat attentive ; but muſt 


roundly declare to you, that I underſtand 


little, or nothing of all you {ay !—You really. 


ſpeak in a very hamble manner of yourſelf; 


but tell me, if one would make you believe, 


that over yonder, on that paſſure-ground, 
where you ſee a painted. poſt ſtanding, no 


man had ever been: what would. you. ſay 


upon it, though you: had never ſeen a man 
there ?—t would aſk, you reply, whether he 
play'd the fool with me. Arid why? Becauſe 
I certainly. know that. at leaſt: there muſt nt | 


3 


03 
been men on it, when the poſt was put up 
and painted there. Enough! Yow conclude 
then, from your ſeeing che poſt, that there 
have been men on that paſture- ground, and 
your coneluſion is juſt. and good. But what 
would you eall your argument in this caſe? 
Whether that poſt, or your concluſion ?— 


Why that poſt ; for, as ſoon as I fee it, I can 
no longer doubt, whether there have ever 
been any men there.—ls: then your ability, 


to form ſuch a eoneluſion from this, not at all 
neceſſary here? -- Why yes; for certainly. I. 
could not know, without this, that it-neceflar 


rily follows, from the feeing: of the poſt; that 
there, muſt have been men, who have placed 
it there! Reaſon then contributes ſomething: 


to it allo; but you would call that po your: 


argument chiefly, becauſe it had of itſelf, as- 
it were, indicated ſuch a concluſton to your- 
Reaſon? Yes! Now, ſuch is the caſe alſo in 
reſpect ↄf the arguments which, Nature. affords: * 
for. the exiſtence of God. The natural things, 
which we have contemplated, . indicate this. 
truth of their wn accord, as: it were; but 


without the light of Reaſon we would not ſee 


them. You. will then perceive now, that: 
Reaſon always partakes of it, or has à ſhare 
in it, yea, is ever requiſite and neceſſary in 


it; but that they, notwithſtanding this, are 
termed: or' called arguments of Nature, and 
not of Reaſon, becauſe thoſe natural things 
have contributed more, as it were; towards 
it. - Ves, now. I underſitand-+it!—You com- 


4 prehend 


# * 
, . 
> * 
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5 prehend or ſee then now alſo eaſily, in all ha | 


ments of Nature, the firſt arguments 


which Reaſon affords for the exiſtence of 


God: for if Reaſon was neceſſary in all theſe, 
in order to ſee them, and do we ſee it by its 
light, that Nature neither produces, nor pre- 


ſerves any thing, but by the power and wiſdom 


of the Creator and Preſerver of all things, 
then we ſee moreover alſo, that Reaſon itſelf 
is created in us, and operates in us, by the 
only Origin and Supporter or Preſerver of 
all things, Tbis I ſee, you fay, ſo plainly 
now, that I would dare to ſay of ſuch an one, 
as would not acknouledge the force and vali- 
dity of theſe amen 1 81 he makes no aſe 
of: Reaſon. 1 e 

4 Lou rh Tee: this yer for more de, in 
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THIRD. CHAPTER. 


-* 


Von the Idea 7 5 ond. Farauooo. 


"WICE Fmoni, Fourt! chat n Truth ! 
No: Twice Two is Three: What a 
flat lie !— Why? Becauſe Twice Two can 


never make more or leſs than Four. Have 


vou learned Arithmetic ſo well, that you fo 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſt on it, and immediately ſpeak 


to magiſterially of it. No; I have never 
learned 1 * a 3 * 


were 


E ; * 


r a ao et. 


yy wind A wood as 


— 


were they as lear! e e eee ever 
talk me ſo fooliſh, as to believe that Twice 
Two is but Three. Came, this is nonſenſe ; | 
my little boy knows better Only promife | 
him, that you will give him Twice Two doits, : 
ſure he will dun you, and tell you, that he = 
muſt have one doit more. Though you were 44 
10 tell him, that Twice, Two make on [4 
Three, he would not believe yau, and would 4 
hummed. | You have learned that boy ſo, be- | | | 

| 
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cauſe you are ſuch an old⸗ſaſhioned numherenrn 
ourſelf. But are there not many things dif- || 
eren from hat you imagined before — 11 
Nay, are there not many that are really al- 
tered? May it not happen, that ſomething 
which was true yeſterday, is a lie to-day 7 
In changeable; things, ſay you, I have expe- 
rienced this myſelf. Well, then, when ſo 
many things alter or change, and the new- 
faſhioned ſcholars almoſt daily find out ſome- 
thing new; may it then not be poſſible too, 
that one of them has found out the means of 
counting ſo, that Twice Two is only Three? 
No: I would; in my ſimplicity, ſay of ſuch 
a ſcholar; that he was a pedantic blockhead, 
Briefly; I perſiſt in it, Twice Two is Four! 
This was, Gris 5s, and will be True for ever; 
and to ſay, that Twice Two is but Three, 
was, is, and Will for ever be, a flat and moſt, 
arrant lie: for in this nothing can alter; and 
all things, which are immutable or unchange- 
en 5 ; able, 4 


— 


2 
1 


[ 6 ] 
able, were, are, and ever fhah be, True 
| Falſe | E ͤ -F-08 4 es 1240 wt be < on 


You bold, then, chat Truth 1s ea. the 


eme 1 believe no man will have any doubt 
cf it! But What is Truth then 7 That L can't 
d exactly name; but I would ſay, that this is 

the Truth of a. matter, or thing,; when that 
which is ſaick of it agrees with it. Is then 
that agreemen: Truth) Ves! But cannot that 
be altered? No t+-WHo has eſtabliſhed this 
ſo flemly and immutahly ? This is ſo from the 
nature of thingb itſelf ! Was there Truth 
then, as ſoon a any! thing was, or exiſted? 
Certainly - Wh then; Truth is eternal ;. 
for fomething has. certainly: been and exiſted 


from alt eternity: for otherwiſe, there never. 


a raph have been any thing made to all eter- 


N This runs a. liule too bigh,. methinks! 
der don” t! From the idea which you have of 
Truth and Falſhood, you know, that whatever 

agrees with a thing, is Truth; and whatever 

does not agree withvit, is:Falſtiood, or a lie. 

Is it not tfue ? Ves, this 1 know; and even, 
that this has ever been ſol Does not then 

Reaſon now convinee you, from the idea of 

Truth and Falſhood; that ſomething muſt have 

been or exiſted from all-« eternity, from which 

this immutable property of Truth jtſelf-has . 

its origin ?—Yes, yo fay, now. J begin to 


comprebend it: Truth is an unchangeable 


| perfection; Falſity, or a Lie, on the contrary, 


is a deviation from the required agreement, 


3 and o an imperfedion.— But an 
immutable 


„ K amy. A twin eo «a 


immutable ektion i ly a p 

of God, Roe him! If. ty y gt: muſt-t = 
alſo, Realon tells us, e we have an idea 
of immutable Truth, be, a God; from whom 
Truth is come unto us; or, to ſpeak y et more 
plainly, eternal Truth muſt be God pimlelf 
Conſider this a little, my friends, and you 
will, by Reaſon, ſee the truth and force of 
this argument in the cleareſt point of light. 
We have an idea of an unchangeable Truth. 
There is then à God alſo, who is Sponges and 
unchangeable; for, WR: tuc 

there is nothing! | 
We. will, in! the. mean. time, proceed to. 


another eee. in 5 K 15 
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1 * un: not your wit. Losbid ber 
| child that bawling?—I can't abide it. 

as 500 tell me, neither can ſhe! Does ſhe 
then dote upon it ſo much, that ſhe dares not 
forbid} it?<She does indeed love her chil- 
dren; but I can't ſay, ſhe dares not forbid 
thenil—He' is. a very ſaucy boy; but, he is 

fearce nine weeks old, It would help a great 
deal, if ſhe ſhould forbid it No: gg that 


pere 1 about ſeven years, he knows full _ 7 
that 


GG 


" => e 


. 
that he muſt omĩt that which js forbidden him; 
for he does already know, that he commits 
evil when he is diſobedient: but thai young 


child certainly has not yet the leaſt idea of 


Good or Evil! Muſt this then firſt be given 
to children, before we can forbid them? 
There are certainhy many things, of which we 


muſt ſay unto them, This is Good, and that 


is Bad or Evil! — Muſt you then likewiſe tell 
them, that they do well when they love father 
and mother; and that they do ill when they 
hate them? No, as ſoom as they can uſe un- 
derſtanding, or have the uſe of Reaſon, they 
| know this! of themſelves. How can they 

know that, when it is not told them? Nature, 
I would fay, teaches them this. But do then 
the brutes alſo, which by a natural inſtinct 
likewiſe love ſuch as brought them forth, 
know that they do well in it? Why no, they 
merely follow the inſtind of Nature, but 
have no idea of Good or Evil, becauſe they 
can make no uſe of Reaſon, as men can. 
Reaſon then teaches the very children, as 
ſoon as they can make a proper uſe of it, that, 
for inſtance, to love father and mother is 
Good, and to hate them is Evil? I do not 
ſee how they know it otherwiſe; and they 
certainly do know it, though it be never told 
them. — e e ee e with 141 
But now, what is Good, and what is Evil? 
Why, all that is done, or happens, as it 
ought to be done, or happen, is Good; and 
what does not happen ſo, is Evil. Who has 
r | 2 5 NT taught 
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| 3 
taught you this? Reaſon teaches even all men 
what is Good, and what is Evil. Has Reaſon 
then made this law? Why Reaſon does, at 
leaſt in many things, make this law known to 
us, and. certainly partakes of it, or has a ſhare 
in it. You won't be explicit, methinks. 
They are ſuch deep queſtions too Attend 
then: Reaſon gives you an idea of Good and 


Evil? Yes! Reaſon alſo teaches you, that 


there is à law, on account of which every 


thing muſt be done or happen as it ought? _ 


That is true alſo! Well then, don't it make 
you ſee to, that this la / muſt needs be eter- 
nal and immutable, or unalterable ? I com- 
prehend, at/leaſt} that God has alvays been 


Good, and that Evil always has been Evil; 
yet is, and always ſhall be ſo; and. hence 1 
am alſo able to infer, that for this cauſe this 
aw is eternal and unchangeable. But now, 
what is eternal and unchangeable? What but 


God alone? Nothing, certainly D you 


now apprehend ſhaw Reaſon, from the idea 
of Good and Evil, furniſnes out to you an 
argument of God's exiſtence Z: Reaſon gives 


you this idea; ſhows you by this, that there 
muſt needs he a law, which is eternal and un- 
alterable; and hence again, by a juſt and 
good conſequence, that this law is nothing 
elſe but God himſelf. Vea, verily; and it is 
not fo difficult either as I really thought at 
firſt: no, if you muſe on it awhile, you will 


find it as eaſy astit is powerful; / it will always 
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> Ev ERY- mam is. 1 or deres 10 be 


happy but is there even one man in all 


the world, ho is ſo perfectly happy; that he 
can defire no more 3. Petſeſt, that is ſaying 


very much and it has been ſaid, that there 


is nothing in- the Whole world, hut that 4 


ray be fomething better. And ſo it is: 

thing is ſaid indeed to be perfect in its hind 
but that very #efiriftion proves, that ſome- 
thing;more petſedt is poſſible. But if then 
nothing is bund in the whdlewpetd-fo perteQ, 


but that v E may excogitate or conceive of 


ſomethimg more perfe dt, ho then do we 


come by an idea of ſomething ſo perſeR, 
that nothing more perfect can be coneeived 


of? Per enample: of that Perfection, in 


 xbich: all poſlible Henſections are included in 


the moſt perfect manner? That: I do not 
know, ſay you. Vet you know, that there 
muſt needs be ſomething ſo ? IL think 1 do 


Nou, is that Perfection ol itſelf, or produced 


by. another ? It muſt certainly be of or from 


| _ otherwiſe it n not be the moſt 


- 
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powerful, For-the 
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perfelt of alf; 


itſelf, than, ta have received this of another! 
There is" therefore an eternal Perfection; for 


that which is of itſelf, without beginning, is 
certain eternal Ves, land 


fedtion, 'fo certain; i it is tos, that there is 
a P&feRtion 7 ſinee every thing which, jn its 


kind, -apptoaches neareſt to it, is called per- 
fed, anch that Which deviates fartheſt from it, 


1s. called un erfekt, or deſedtive. eat; 1} 
* Nay! 13 
ſomerfrihg chut is 


be neceſſary' t 


has Reaſon derpohſtrated to you, that there 
muſt meeds be n. eternal Perfection, from the 
idea of Perſed and: Imperfekt! ? Yea, and this 
alſo Corifaitis' . % coticlude from hence, 
that there muſt be a God; for he alone gh 
be that eterhabpdrfection! Thus Reaſon has 
afforded me dan ar ument fo delightful, as it is 
e-of God. I can, 
and A WwAHT f yWühifl pay attehtiont to it, yet 
brüfe dean WIR more of a ſimar ſpe- 
cies, Teſhanl 1f*the interim, on purpoſe to 
gain time for foigzeihrugz e elle, 5 'onl y direct you 
to one, in the} 
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for every one clearly and 
ves ſees, that it is more perfect to be of 


otherwiſe there 
could be nothing that is moſt perfect. Now, 
as certainly as we have an idea of Perfect 0 


and Amperfectl or of Perfection and Tm 127 
u | 


re'fay:now; that there miſt be 
Perle of" itſelf, or is an 
eternal Perfection. Deen then” nom yet 
to how! you, what/ that eternal 
perfection 187 No, this eteraal Perfection is 
God, and nothing elſe can be it! Thus then 
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of 5734 years. | 
always been or erilted 7 1 know it has not! 


From what? From the continual changes of 


SIXTH, enxprgn.. 
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Hen long bas dhe w world ** exiſted! 


That I do not know; but I have heard 
Why, has then the world 


all things! Why, can any thing that changes 
or alters, not be eternal? No, that which is 
eternal, is always the ſame: and when any 
thing changes, ſomething muſt certainly begin 
and end. Why, but let us ſay, that ſome- 
thing always begins. This is ſo. in temporal 
things, but can take no place, in that which 
eternal Sup poſe the change is eternal? 
That is nipollible ! Why, becauſe in that 
which, is eternal, nothing begins nor ends 


ou take it right, There is then an Eter- 
nity? Yes, otherwiſe even Time had neyer 


been, or exiſted: for that had a beginning, 

or has begun to be; and a thing that begins 
muſt have Aa cauſe, —But . that Eternity is 
ſomething? Certainly: ſor a ching merely 


imagined, or a mere imagination, can give 
no eſſential Exiſtence to any thing elſe.— 
Who tells you this? Reaſon What does it 
tell you then, from the idea of Time and 
Eternity? 
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Eternity ? That there is an Eternal Bali: 


and, what is an Eternal Being ?—Nothing : 


but God alone'!- 
You all, my friends, Who Ave, not as 


dubious of God's exiſtence, but for the im- 


provement of your reverence for that ador- 


able Supreme Being, conſidered ſome of thoſe 
arguments of its exiſtence with many ſigns of 
ſatisfaction and attention, will, I truſt, .not 
ſtop here. No; ſele& one thing or another 5 
from it, in a vacant hour; ſpeak of it with 


your family and equals; if you do not com- 


prehend ſome of it at firſt, peruſe it thrice, 


or four times. , Meditate awhile upon it: aſk 
and inſtruQ each other. It will make the 


deeper impreſſion on your mind for it, and 


be more pleaſing to yourſelf, when you, by 
taking fome pains, will more thoroughly. un- 
derſtand it! You ſeem already to be touched! 


Your heart is affected! Something this that 
ſpeaks much more powerfully than all the ar- 
guments of Nature and Reaſon ;. yea, God 


himſelf, by the influence of His grace, on 
the ſimple recolleQtion of thoſe arguments, 
cauſes you to be prepared, and makes you 
ready for the adoration of His greatneſs !— 


Well then, I keep ſilence, whilſt you, with 
n _ mouth, jag ts to Cons gs. 
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r A N. ER, 
N K U E K. O o great God! 7 have 1 Aube 
4 of thy ex ence Never have I even 


«thought, tat ere could be men of under- 
4 ſtanding who dared to ſpeak doubtfully 
* donger fing it ; but now, when I attentively 


«exiſtence, which Nature and Reaſon 40 

«abundantly afford, it ſeems ſtill more im- 

le to me! Thy power and wifdom 
themſelves, in all the created uni- 


«Which we breathe; the Water we drink; 
the Fire that warms us; the Earth that ives 
© ys Fb0d'; the Sun, the Mon and tars, 
« that light us, and are ſo profitable unto us; 
the very Tempeſt, [that makes thy ſcoffers 
« tremble ; the ſtormy Winds, Hail, 'Snow 
« and Fioſt; the mukitude of Land-Animals; 


the Fiſhes; the Fowls and Inſetts, to the 


every leaſt Fly, cry to all, that will attend 


* to it, There is an Eternal Being, an Om- 
* nipotent, All- wiſe and All- governing God 


« who hath ereated us, and makes ùs act an 


« continue in being, as long as he. pleaſes! 


» Whilſt the light of Reaſon, which alſo 
* exiſts 1 in us, by Thee alone, makes us ca- 


able of thoſe arguments, and certifies, that 


+ * Thee, * would be neither 


« Truth, 


"ſome of thoſe proofs of thy 
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Cc Truth, nor Good, nor e nor 
wy Eternity! O Almighty! - graciouſly caſt 


e down every height which exalteth itſelf 


« againſt Thee-!—Grant that all men may ſo 
acknowledge Thy exiſtence, from the con- 
« templation of the Univerſe, that we may 


never uſe the good things of Nature, and the. 


«* moſt precious light of Reaſon, but to Thy 
« honor and glory O!] make us ling, to 
* the magnifying of Thy moſt ſacred name, 
jn Time and Eternity, after the example of 
5 thy angels, Great and marvellous are Thy 
« works, Lord God Almighty! Juſt and true 
cc * are Thy ways, thou King of Saints! Who 
ſhall not 3 Thee, O Lord! and glorify Thy 
name ? For Thou only art Holy: for all na- 
« tons ſhall. come, and worſhip before Thee; 
* for Thy judgments are made manifeſt !—To 
Thee then, Lord God! who fitteth on the 
0 throne, and to the Lamb, be the Bleſſing, an 
% Praiſe, the Honor, the Glory aud Power, unto 
th A Amen!“ e Fs 
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SECOND PART or ras QUESTION, 


How far may we know this Being 9 © 


- y - 
a * 


SECOND PART or TA ANSWER; 
Ho 8 far we may know this Being. 


* * 


FIRST CHATTER. 
5 We may know God as a neceſſary Bx1NG, L 


INH ERE is a God; and you, my friends, 
3 have never even doubted of this! But 
the exhibition of thoſe arguments, which Na- 
ture and Reaſon afford us for his exiſtence, 
has certainly excited your zeal to know ſome- 
thing more of God, if it be-permitte1, and 
_ poſſible for you. —Yea, now already made 
you able to make a vain Atheiſt aſl:amed, 
from the moſt inconſiderable things; and to 
ſpeak ſo clearly of God's exiſtence, that 
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1 75.0 if 

muſt * blen before you, would you 
not to the queſtion, What is God? fain 

anſwer, God is God! — No; you per- 
ceive too well, that Infidels would ſcoff at 
ſuch an anſwer. —lt is ſo top, ſay you; but 
can we mortal men know God as He is?— 
No, my friends; while we live here, we may 
indeed know much of God, but by no means 
all. Our knowledge of God will not be per- 
fect, till we contemplate him in Heaven: 
for, Now, ſays St: Paul, we ſee through à glaſs, 
darkly; but then, face to face. We know, 
St. John writes, that when He ſhall appear, we - 
Hall be like Him: Vor we ſhall. ſee. Him, as He 


15. 


N, 


We then cannot 705 know God perſetlly, 
that is, in all his greatneſs; but notwithſtand- 
ing this, it js permitted to us, and poſſible, 
to know God ſo far, that we may hence eaſily 
learn, that our great happineſs, or perfect 
felicity, will eternally conſiſt in our knowing 
and enjoying God perfectly: for the inviſible 
things of God, from the creation of the world, 
| are, even now, clearly ſeen, being underſtood 
„by the things that are made, even his Eternal 
0 Power and Godhead. Yea, hereby we may, 
# in the firſt place, know God as a neceſſary 
" Being. Yes, ſay you; but methinks that, by 
- this, I know ſtill leſs of God than before: 
0 for 1 do hot underſtand what is meant by a 
ö Necellary Being t may be, that you do | 
not immediately underſtand thoſe words ; but 
0 what would you ſay, if ſome one ſhould tell 
e 2 you, 


| I 7s J. 5 
you, Tt is not fo certain yet, hag . were 
men, a few years ago, that could build? 
That he thought me a fool, or was & fool 

himſelf ! For what reaſon ? Why, this very 
houſe in which T live, and | is built%in ſuch àn 
old-faſhioned manner, is now more than. a 
hundred years old. What follows from that? 
That there were already men, at that time, 
who were able to build. Is it neceſſary chen. 
that there were ſuch men already at that time? 
That is ſelf. evident A ake notice-then ! we | 
call or term every thing, in its kind, à being, 
ſomething that 18, or EX18Ts$: is not this true? 
Yes, that 1 underſtand very well !—Now, can 
things, that are periſhable in themſelves, | 
come forth, or proceed from themſelves ? 
No, they muſt certainly have a cauſe ; for 
otherwiſe they would be able, as has been al- 
ready obſerved, to.preſerve themſelves : and 
beſides, there muſt needs be ſomething, be. 
fore it can ad or operate. There muſt then 
be a firſt cauſe of the firſt thing, that is pe- 
riſhable;; and ſo of the whole world ?—Yes, 
that is ealy to be underſtood. —Now, is not 
that firſt cauſe a Being alſo? Certainly :- it is 
undoubtedly Something that Is, or Exiſts : for 
Nothing can produce Nothing Once more! 
Is then that firſt Being alſo- neceſſary ? Yes, 
now I fally comprehend what is meant by a 
Neceſſary Being: for, as I know that there 
muſt neceſſarily have been men who could 
build a hundred years ago, when this houſe 
was built, ſo 1 now _ my ſee, from or 


by 


fe . PS. | » = . 15 E; 77 1 x; 17 ö : 12 So f 
by all periſhable things, that there neceſſarily 


is av Firſt Being, whence they proceed, or 

« © derive tfeir origin,—God therefore is a N exp iÞ 
. ceflary Being; that is, nothing Tould have 

\ been, if There was no God. Yes, I want no 


more arguments or inſtruction for this; for 


I ſee plainly now, that I may know God from 
2 proper contemplation and confideration of 
the whole created Univerſe, as a Neceſſary 
Being, or as Something, without. which 
noi i, eee yd tio ec. 
Still more eaſily you will learn to know 
God, in the „„ 1 


8 EC ON D CH A PL E R, | 
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81 NC E Reaſon, from the idea of Perfection 
and ImperfeQiion, hath already afforded 
you a convincing argument forGod's exiſtence, 
it is almoſt entirely needleſs to tell you, that we 
may know God as a moſt Perfect Being; for, as 
we have no idea of Perfection or Imperfec- 
tion but from this, that, according to our ſen- 
timents, one thing is better than another; and 
there muſt thus be ſomething that is Beſt of 
all, then, we perceive too, without difficulty, 
that there mult be a Being from which Perfec- 
tion itſelf has its riſe, or beginning, or that 
poſſeſſes all perfections of itlelf, in the moſt 
e 17 


5 . 


1 
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berſect manner; or, again, is an Elernal 


Perfection itſelf! 
My comprehenſion, you ſay, or all you 5 


0 6 ſay, is extremely imperfett; ſor I do, as 


It appears to me, now take a good deal of 
pains, and do not comprehend it after all. — 
Mine and your's is certainly far from being 

erfett; but let us ſee whether we, by a ſim- 


ple compariſon, cannot in ſome degree me- 


liorate, or mend the imperfettion of us both; 
and to this end for once ſuppoſe, that in all 
the World there was one man, from whom all 
the other muſt receive all their ſtrength, 
knowledge, wiſdom, goods, and, in a word, 


all that was requiſite and profitable for their 


being, operation and ſupport, and could by 
no manner of other means, or by any one 
elſe, obtain one individual thing, except by 


him alone, and as he pleaſed !-But come, 


ſuch a man there has never been! neither is 
that neceſſary; and I will moreover add to it, 
that it is even impoſible there ſhould be ſuch 


a man! 


Why then, to what purpoſe, you a are apt 


to query, does the hypotheſis ſerve? To aſk 


you, If you did really imagine to yourſelf 
that there was ſuch a man, whether you would 


not think him the moſt Mighty, the moſt Wiſe, 


the Richeſt, and, by means of all this, the 


moſt Perfett of all men ?— Why yes! for if 


all, men were obliged to receive from him, 
then he muſt certainly have had the firſt and 


the moſt of all; fince he could give nothing 


2 + 79 1 5 

to 1 that he bad not himſelf. But p 
do rigitily perſiſt in it, there has never. been 
ſuch a man, and you- yourſelf ſay, that there 
can be no ſuch man !— That is true alſo; but 
if there was, / or could be ſuch a man, would: 
ou then not ſay, that he was the moſt perſect | 
of all men? Why yes, the moſt ſtupid man in 


the world would ſay ſo of him.—Sufficient !. 


you have juſtly remarked, that there never : 
was ſuch a man, as I withed you to imagine 
or repreſent to yourſelf; and it is alſo cer- 


tain, that there cannot be. ſuch a man, ac- 


cording to the ordinance and ſettled appoint- 
ment which God has made concerning men: 
but we know, and have clearly ſeen in thoſe 
arguments, which Nature and Reaſon: afford 
us for the exiſtence of God, that God is, in 
ſuch a manner, the firſt cauſe of all things, 
that there cin abſolutely be nothing without 


God; and alſo from cog learned to know ]¾ X 
God, as a: Neceſſary Being, in the precedent 


chapter? Ves, that is ſo, you ſay: there is 


nothing; or no one hath any thing, without 


God !— There is, however, a Supreme Per- 


fection, or Something, that is moſt perfect: 


is not this true? Why yes! From whom 
then does this proceed? or rather, What is 
that, that can certainly proceed from none 
but from God, or is nothing elſe but God 


himſelf? Do you comprehend now, what 1 
vould expreſs by all this? Perfectly, you 
anſwer: for you inake me ſee, that, fince all 
rar have their origin from God alone, 


1 5 | D . ; they 


| - T 50 ] 
they muſt alſo certainly be firſt and greateſt in 
- God himſelf; and hereby I do eafily learn to 
know God as a moſt Perfect Being. 
On purpoſe yet to point out to you, at leaſt 
1 ſome of thoſe attributes which are in Goth I 
mm — © fhall demonſtrate i in the £2 | 


* 
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rid CHAPTER, 


That we may ine God as ALmiGury: i 


| 7 H E power of 8 or to * any thing, 
is certainly a Perfection; and thus a 
moſt Perfect Being muſt alſo be Almighty : 
for if there was any thing that it could not do, 
it would in this be imperfeft, Yes, this, you 
ſay, is as plain as it is true Since then we 
may know God, as hath been ſhewn, not 
only as a Neceſſary, but alſo as a moſt Per- 
fect Being, this little might already ſuffice; 
but the innumerable demonſtrations which 
God himſelf inceſſantly gives of His Almighty | 
| Power, will be more ſuitable to you for this 
purpoſe. In what created-things God's * ; 
nipotence is moſt iljuſtriouſly diſplayed, 
difficult to define; but this difficulty capnot 
hinder us at all to obtain an idea of its incom-. 
pre henſible greatneſs. —Noy even them when 
we contemplate what in our eyes is the mean- 
eſt thing that God's Omnipotence has pro- 


aon Haan nothing, we will cry, with all. 
6 Ts aſſurance, 
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aſſurance, With God nothing ſhall be impoſh blet 
However, we may reafonably eſteem our o¼¹]n 
being, our ſpiritual and- material principle, 
our ſoul and: body, to be amongſt the moſt. 
principal demonſtrations of God's Omnipo- I 


tence, or Almighty Power. 


Only recollett on all that has * ſad 
about it in the Introduction. — That we are 


not of ourſelves, but that God muſt be ac- 


knowledged as the cauſe and ſupporter of our | 
whole being, is there plainly and clearly de-. 
monſtrated. Thus it is, that God, from the 


contemplation of ourſelves, may be, eaſily 


known as Almighty : for the being, the powers 


and properties of our fouls, andthe members 


and operation of our body, convincingly de- 


monſtrate in their principle, or being and 
continuation, that nothing but an Almighty 


Being can be the cauſe and preſerver of them. 


It is fo, you ſay; but you wonder how+ 


God, whom you may ſo eaſily know as Al- 
mighty, from the contemplation of yourſelf 
and all created things, can ſuffer that men, 


whom he has not onſy created, but muſt even 


every moment preſerve, deny, blaſpheme 


and mock him! — God's judgments, my 
friends, are certainly incomprehenſible to us; 
but in this moſt aſtoniſhing permiſſion, which 


God, for a while, finds convenient for his 


guilty creatures, we may find a plain argu- 
ment for God's Omnipotence. 


Look, how angry that little Bird is! You 
provide victuals and drink for it, and yet it 
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is 185861 Kill it on the ſpot! Why don. t you 


ſhow, that its life is dependent on you? — 


Becauſe it can do no harm, you anſwer: nd, 
it is angry without ſtrength or abilities! If 1 
had reaſon to fear it, I would ſhow m 
ſtrength ; but, as the caſe is, I don't diſtur 
felf about it Even this then, that you 
do not exert your ſtrength againſt this little 


Bird, is an argument that your ſtrength, in 


reſpect or compariſon of it, is ſo great, that 


with all its anger, it cannot in the leaſt hinder 
br diſturb you? Why yes !—Sufficient again !. 


God is Omnipotent. God does good to the 
evil: they blaſpheme God i But would you 
now ſtill aſk, Why God does not immediately 


exert His Omnipotence, utterly to deſtroy 
thoſe ungrateful creatures, that are unworthy 


of life? No; now no more, ſay you, I dare 
to ſay, indeed, that I can aſſign no reaſon: of 
Gods conduct; but 1 now clearly ſee, from 
the adduced example, that this is even an 
argument of God's Omnipotence, and ſo may | 
ealily know God as an Almighty Being. 

Now I ſhall make it appear to you, in ad- 
dition to — $: in Wee 
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rounrn CHAPTER, 


That we may know >. as an 1 and. 
| | AtL-KNOWING Brinc. | 


H AT- God's Wiſdom, as * as His 


gelen clear in the Creation and Preſerva- 
tion of our own being, not to ſpeak of other 


things now. There is nothing ſurely, either 


in our ſpiritual or material principle, but 


what affures us, that God is not leſs All-wiſe 


than Almighty, ſince we, find every thing ſo 
well ordered, that Omnipotence itſelf, with- 
out the moſt perfect Wiſdom, could not be 


the cauſe and ſupporter of our exalted being. 


All, ſurely, that we have remarked con- 


cerning our Soul and Body, makes it appear 


that the Almighty Creator, in giving us ſuch 
an exiſtence, has propoſed to himſelf, agree- 
ably to our mode of ſpeaking, the moſt ex- 


cellent deſigns; and, on purpoſe to compaſs 


them, has alſo elected ſuch means, that His 
abſolute or laſt will, however ineomprehen- 
ſible to us, is perfeatly done.—Now, is a man 
termed wiſe, who ſo orders or regulates his 
deſigns, that one becomes a means to the 
other, and at the ſame time employs ſuch 


means by which he 3 his ultimate 


De. ſcope? 
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Omnipotence, is boundleſs, we ſee ſuf- 


{' 
1 U 
ll 
i. 
16 
ö 
q 
1 
71 


2 
— 1 * 


— — + — 

4 * 
5 4 "os * 
2 D "3 

— with 45 <a} 5 

N A LARS - - 
— * . — 1 * — — — — — — 

— —_— P ˙— »A n — — >a 

pe 
F * 0 = 

o 
» 
* BL 
* 
6 " : 


. — 


| ſcope ? Who does not ſee then, that we may 
. _ eaſily know God as an All-wiſe Being, from 
the order of our being, yea, of all created 
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things, and the means which be makes ſub- 
ſervient to the compaſſing of His ends? - 
Furthermore, it will hence follow, . of its 


own accord as it were, that God, who by his 


infinite Power and Wiſdom, is the Cauſe and 


Supporter of all created things, muſt of ne: 


ceſſity be Omniſcient, or All-knowing.. God 


ſurely is ſo the Firſt Cauſe and Preſeryer of 
all created things, that without God's Power, 
_ "Wiſdom and Permiſſion; there never was, 


nor is, nor ever ſhall be, any thing at all? 


Therefore the moſt illiterate men ſufficiently 


perceive that there can be nothing, -or none, 
whoſe kind, ſtrength, motion and effect, can 


. be unknown to God one moment. It was 


alſo for this reaſon, when the Prophet had 
ſaid, The heart is deceitful above all things, and 


deſperately wicked ; who can know it? God 


alone could anſwer, I the Lord ſearch the 
heart : I try the reins ; even to give every man 
according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings! —We need not, ſay you, be 
very learned, in this manner to learn to know 
God as an Omniſcient Being: I ſee clearly 


© now, that God can know all things. But how 
many things are there, both in the world and 


in ourſelves, which are certainly much too 


mean, nay, unworthy as it were, to be known 
of God? I have alſo heard, that it is a pro- 


verb with ſome of the Great, The Eagle catches 


7, K 299): 
no Flies! Should God then; who 8 fo very. 
Great, pay any attention to our trifles? This 
rellection, which I truſt, in you, ariſes from 
ignorance, is a low ſcolfing expreſſion, and 
an aukward deception in the mouth of Infi- 
dels. —You will ſee it yourſelf, and deteſt 
their language, as ſoon as you conſider, that 
God, in order to know any thing, needs not 
to withdraw his attention from one thing, in 
order to fix it on another; no, men are ob- 
ſiged te do that, and for chis reaſon thoſe 
who. have great affairs to tranſaQt, as the Pa- 
ans ſaid of their Deities, cannot trouble - 
themſelves with ſmall matters. But this de fect 
can take no place in God; ſince to Him, as 
the. Firſt Cauſe, all that has ever been or 
happened, yet is or happens, and ever will 
be or happen, is even from all eternity ſo 
perfealy known, that unto Him. the_very 
leaſt thing cannot be unknown. : : 
Now I reflect, ſay you, that there cannot 
poſſibly be any one thing without God, I alſo = 
fully comprehend the reaſon, and ſo have 
perfectly learned to Won God as an All-wiſe 
and Omniſcient Bein ä 
You will alſo. pre Him, a,” find your f 
reverence heightened, in e 4 4s 
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W E have e not only ſeen from 

many things, that there is a God, but 
Ve have allo proved that we may know Him, 
as a Neceſſary, as a Perfect, and thus alſo as an 
Almighty, All-wiſe and Omniſcient Being. 
Tou all, my friends, will now, T think, 
alſo be able to learn to know God, from the 
continuation, operations and changes of thoſe 
things themſelves, as their moſt n Go 
vernor and Director. 
Ves, the Air, the Water, the Fire and the 
Earth, the Sun, Moon and Stars, the Tem- 
peſts, Hurricanes, the Flux and Reflux of the 
Ocean, yea, the minuteſt atoms fleeting in 
the Air, prove to the attentive, that God, 
who by his Omnipotence and infinite Wiſdom 
has created them, does alſo, as long as he 
pleaſes, ſo direct them all in their being and 
operation, that, without His influence, they 
neither do, nor can do, any thing. The i ir- 
rational Brutes, whatever appearance of Rea- 
ſon they may exhibit, follow, even neceſſarily, 
the inclination or inſtin& which is created or 
implanted in them by God, and neither act 


nor move themſelves T any other. powers, 
except 


- 
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_ kool which the Almighty and vrernally.. 


wiſe Creator bas given them, and cauſes them 
to remain in action ſo long as he pleaſes; ſo 


that, from this, we may eaſily learn to know 


God, as an All-governing” or All-diretting 
Being, or as the moſt Supteme Gm of 


the Univerle. 5 


Man, it is true, acts with more . 
and] is able even to will, or not to will, ſome- 
thing; but this ability alſo he has not of him- 
ſelf. It is God who occaſions the will in man, 


— Now, how far the power of the will of 


men extends itſelf ; and whether men, eſpe- 
cially in things ſpiritual, can do ſomething, or 
nothing at all, does not belong to this anſwer : 


but this is a certain truth, adopted by all 


Chriſtians, That man does nothing without 
God, whether God works it in him, or per- 


mits it.. 
From hence it follows again, that God is 


not only the Cauſe and Conſervator of ours 
ſpiritual and material principle, but alſo the. 


conſtant Direttor of both thole parts of our 


being, 
Theſe few EVEN my friends, will prove 


* 


abundantly ſufficient to make you know God, 


as Director of all, or as a Being governing all 
things.—If, in the mean time, your curioſity 


is excited, as I hope; if one or other conſi- 


deration makes you deſirous to have a more 
determinate and full explanation, concerning 
the operation of God's Providence, or direc- 


tion of the human will, there will be no means 


4 EE \ wanting 
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wanting to you, ſearching after truth with 
integrity. I have done enough for the pre- 
ſent, in proving to you, from God's general 
government, that the Divine Wiſdom extends 
utfelf over all, and moſt- behugnly regulates and 
orders all things. FFF N 
The conſideration of this will be profitable 
to you, and prove very helpful, to learn you 


* 


to know God with joy, in the . 


\ 
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SIXTH CHAPTER, 
As an infinately Goop and ME RCIFUL BzinG, | 


HE more clearly we learn to know God, 
= in- his-perfeftions, the more we muit 
Wonder and be aſtoniſhed, that God, who is 

fo great of Himſelf and in Himſelf, is mind- 
ful of man, whom he certainly does not need, 

and conſtantly gives him ſo many moſt evi- 
dent proofs of His Goodneſs, —Surely all we 

have ſaid before, concerning the Government 
of God, and what we lo evidently experience 
of it, makes us know God, as a Being, whoſe 

Goodneſs towards us is incomprehenſible.— 

It is God, ſurely, who not only bleſſes the 

works of our hands; who ſo frequently grants 

us, on our mean prayers, the things we aſk; 
but even then, when we could not yet pray 


\ 


- 
— 


„„ 
to Him, and when we were aſleep, bas kept 
and defended: us as a moſt- merciful Father; 
nay, what is ſtill more, He keeps and deſends, 
as a moſt loving Father, many, in the very 
time when they fin againſt Him, when' they 
diſhonor His image by ſhameful ebriety, and 
expole themſelves to the greateſt danger. -It 
is needleſs to detain you by the enumeration ' 
of many benefits and mercies, that we, that 
all men, fo frequently receive from God; 
ſince a little attention to that which God has 
done, and ſtill ſo very often does for you, 
will make you always ſtand aſtoniſhed at the 
greatneſs of His Goodneſs, even to you alone. 
This aſtoniſhment will be heightened, when 
we do moreover. ſeriouſly reflect, that we of 
ourſelves are not only as nothing, but alſo 
utterly unworthy. of His mercies, on account 
. the abuſe ad Ceri; a of His 5 
18% 40 * 
K After this refleftion, even without a # 
ſideration of the glaring proofs and arguments 
of Mercy or Grace, which the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion affords, and with which I muſt not, 
purpoſely at leaſt, engage myſelf, - we muſt 
adore.God with the moſt profound reverence, 
and love Him as an infinitely Merciful 2 
Being. | * 


But I wult yet propoſe to you, in the 
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SEVENTH CHAPTER, | 


7 hat we may know God as a Jusr BEIN o, and 


conſeguentially, as a REWARDER OF EPs. 


| anda PUNTSHER OF EviL. 5 


INCE Gul PerfeGlions BUY _ 1 
neceſſarily, be infinite, His Googneſs and 
Grace, or Mercy, mult alſo be without limits, 


or boundleſs ; but to imagine from this, that 
God is Good and Merciſul in ſuch a manner, 


as if indifferent about evil, he would always i 


treat with equal . His Mockers and 


His Adorers,. or: Wo rs; is madneſs it- 
ſelf, and would utterly deſtroy, or totally 


annihilate, the very idea of a Perfect Being. 


Such a Being muſt certainly be Juſt,” as well 
as Good and Merciful ? Ves, this we compre- 
hend, you fay; for if a mere. man himſelf 
Was always good: to others, but in the mean 


time regardleſs. or indifferent about himſelf, 


and did not once reprovye ſuch for their wick- 
edneſs to whom he did good, but they reviled 
him, and even abuſed his goodneſs, he would 
be Evil, or Bad and Unjuſt to himſelf. —Such 
a man would be juſtly hooted at for ſuch kind 
of goodneſs, nor would he be applauded by 


4 one as "PENS. — God's Perfect Goodneſs 
| | | el 


— 


I gr 15 
nell thes requires that He ſhould 10 per- 


fealy Juſt Vea, from this we are able to 


— 


know God as a Juſt Being. 
But is God, as you now juſlly opprikench 
Righteous. or Juſt,, even of neceſſity, then 
you will alſo from this immediately know 
Him as a Rewarder of Good, and a Puniſher 
of Evil? Surely there is no moral Evil done 
or committed, but it militates againſt the 
Honor of God, or . is injurious to His crea» 
tures ! Now I certainly need not ſhow you, 
that God cannot be indifferent in either of 
thoſe cafes? No, you ſay, we ſee it without 
difficulty, that God, even becauſe He is per- 
fectly Nabe muſt puniſh the Evil, as well as 
wane, the Good. — But ſince we ſpeak of this, 
we mult alſo aſk, How it fares ſo wonderfully 
yith reſpett to all this in the World? We 
are convinced, that God is a Juſt Being, that 
He cannot be indifferent about moral Good 
and Evil, and, conſequently, muſt: be a Re- 
warder of Good and a Puniſher of Evil; and 
we ſee in the mean time, that the greateſt of- 
fenders are: commonly much happier in. the 


world, than men on whom we look as Virtuous 
Honeſt men, and men fearing God. We 


really dare not ſay all that comes. into our 
minds, when we feflect on this —No diffi- 
culty, my friends! You are not the firſt, nor 
the only men, who-have wondered at this: 
no, many of God's enlightened men them- 
ſelves have preceded you in this. It was, 


how ever, merely a human nN for as 


ſoon 


„ r 92 y- 
ſoon as they penetrated EPR Teverential 
thoughts into the Sanctuary of God, and 
paid due attention to the extremity of the 

wicked, they plainly - diſcovered, that God 
has ſet them in. ſlippery places: that is, they 
perceived that God, according to his deep 
Judgments, only bore with them for a little 
time, but. aſter this puniſhed them; whilſt 
the hope of thoſe- who, in their afflitions, 

by a humble faith truſted i in God, . were never 
- alhamed:: i; +: 

But, you again objekt, it even W happens that 
1 are found impious men who: live long, 
and, ſeemingly, happy to the very end, die 
happily, and are highly renowned by men 
many years after their death; and contrari- 
wiſe, godly men, who to the very laſt moment 
of their life, ſpeaking after the manner of the 
world, are unhappy, die miſerably, and are 
very ſodn forgotten! 

I rejoice, that you make this remark; and 
beſeech you to conſider it frequently ; for, 
perfectly convinced that there is a God, who 
is Righ.eous even of neceſſity, and muſt be a 
Rewarder of Good, and a Puniſher of Evil, 

ou will from this alſo be confirmed in the 

belief of that truth, That after this life there 
is yet another, and reward or puniſhment to 

be expected. 
Meditate but on all that is oropoſed to you 
in this chapter, and you will aſk for no more 
1 IT RTIEE nor arguments of this laſt! bi 
1246 e 
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this clic I ſhall 7 to hen you, 
in the 


EIGHTH CHAPTER, 
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That we may know God, as a Lox p, whom we 
muſt fear ; and as 4 BENEFACTOR, whom 
we I love. 1 HDD „5 bbs 


- 


Son a hs "Anker: aid a e his 
maſter. If then I be a Father, where is 
mine Honor ? and if I be a Maſter, where i 15 my 


Fear? /aith the Lord of Hoſts! 

This, my friends, to-wh d all Ps 

= © , my „to whom we and all ours 

belong, is ſurely our Lord and Maſter, We, 

: and all ours, or all that is ours, can belong to 

1 none but God: for no one can have a greater 

| or more unlimited propriety in a thing, than 

1 he that has not ſolely produced it from 

{ his own, but alſo muſt conſtantly preſerve it 

i from his own, or what is his own, and even 

: 2 that it cannot exiſt one moment without A 
im. - 

: But ve, and all that is ours; have. in flick 

£ a manner an exiſtence by or through God ? 

. Yes, we ſee it clearly, ſay you, and it is in- 

controyertible, God is our Lord !— How 

. juſtly then does God aſk, Where is my Fear? 


For do we in 1 all _ belong to God, then 
we 


18 
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we : eaſiy conceive, that we * fear 40 do 
anything againſt His will. The puniſhments 
allo, which God has now. and then made his 
diſobedient creatures feel, and are written for 
our admonition, that we ſhould not Murmur, as 
ome of tliem aiſo murmured, and. were deſtroyed 
of the deſtroyer, confirm this truth, and ought 


do render a holy fear of God, on account of 
our known infirmity, durable or * 


in, our heart. 

But, however many reaſons we may have 
to fear God, as our Lord, we may, even from 
hence, allo know him as a Benefactor, whom 


ve are to love, or muſt love: for if we have 
received all from God, is it by God's unme- 


rited Goodneſs alone that we exiſt, and are 
we utterly unable to preſerve ourſelves one 


moment without Him, how ineffably great 


then is the benefit, that He, who, as a Juſt 


Being, might puniſh and condemn us, even 


unto all eternity, for our ſins; yea, whereas 


we ourſelves, as of ourſelves, have nothing 


at all to pay Him our debts, ſhould yet offer 
us His treaſures, out of mere grace ?—Surely 
every one of us muſt ſay, as David, Unle/s 
the Lord had been my help, my ſoul had almoſt 
dwelt in filence ! Sbould not we, reflecting 
on this, immediately know God as a Benc- 
factor, whom we muſt love, as well as a Lord, 
whom we muͤſt fear? We do now, ſay you, 


know God in both theſe attributes, ſo well, 
hat we ſtand in no n of any farther in- 


ſtrudtion 


d c 
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Hand 4 it! Vouchſafe me then, that 
any tel you ante des in n the 8 rozth 
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That we may tnow God as a perfel flo LY. 
| BurNG, . 


af Via, who PE, his beſt to PREY ak 


according to the light he has; that 


loves his Neighbours, and among theſe does 
good to his Haters or Enemies to the utmoſt 
of his power, and is found upright in all his 
dealings, we call a virtuous man, notwith- 
flanding+ he now and then commits a fault, 
through mere infirmity.—But how would you 


call him, in whoſe conduct or behaviour there 


was not one failure to be diſcovered ? Why 
a Saint! a Holy perſon !—This little then 
will be ſufficient to make you underſtand, 


that one who may be called Holy, muſt be 
ſuch, that he cannot with the leaſt juſtice be 
accuſed of any ſingle offence: that is, he 


muſt be ſo free and clear from all fins, that 


not only no man, nor his own conſcience, - 
but alſo the Omniſcient God himſelf, can 
find nothing in him that is re ovable or fin- 
ful ?—Yes, ſuch a one, you ſay, would be a 
— Saint; but who 1s 5 this, and we will applaud 
| SO © | him ? | 
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lim ou ſe em to think, as ls! is 


hardly fuch a man to be found in all the 
world: IL dare freely to ſuperadd, that there 


never has been ſuch a man, of himſelf, nor 


< 


is, nor will be l- 
There is, therefore, no man Holy of him- 
ſelf, becauſe every man muſt receive all the 


e he poſſeſſes, as well as his being, | 


rom the Firſt Cauſe of all perfections.— But, 
however-empty man is of himſelf, or in him- 


| ſelf, yet there are many whom we juſtly call 
| Virtudus; therefore they muſt have obtained 
the necellary ability for the praftice, of Virtue 
from their Creator. Moreover, God's Sacred 
Word exhibits ſeveral to us, as' Saints, or 


Holy Perſons, who were before, as well as 
we, frail men. lt is certain then, that God, 


whom ve know as a Neceſſary and perfect ; 
Being, muſt alſo have been the Cauſe of their 
Holineſs But is God the Cauſe of their 


Holineſs ?—Then God muſt of neceſſity be 


| Holy himſelf :. for no one can give any thing 
to another, that he has not himſelf. - God 


then is Holy — But to be Holy, as we have 
{aid before, is to be ſo perfect in all things, 
that there can be no failure found in him 


whom: we call Holy? However inſcrutable 
then the ways of Divine Providence may be 
found to be unto us, we are ſure that God is 


not only an abſolutely Perfect Being, but is 


alſo Holy in all things, as being the Origin 


of ee Himſelf e ve "map eaſily 
N know 


= Ids 
know! God you ſay; as) hh e Beings ben 


this.“ . ©: Enn Sf, OT 
From equally pin reaſons, you' will likes 
viſe W 0 ae e ell | 
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o W. ata we N know God in me | 
degree i in bis Greatneſs, we diſcovet our 

on Nothingneſs more and more: and thiy | | 
convinces us, that we of ourſelves are unable, oY 
by our praiſe or ſervice, tb add the le thing” 5 


— d * 
n 


to him. — We certainly cannot ineregſe ih ö 
honor of God, nor do him auh ee 4 — — 


though he needed anything: : for God would be” 
eternall ly great, as he has eternal 4 
been areas of" RAT though nothing: had? "2 
ever been created, no Heaven nor Earth$? - | 
though no angels, 9 or an) other ; 
creature, had been produced from e E | 
by his Omnipotence ant Wilan, #2 5 | 
It is an effect then of His infinite Goodneſs, 1 
lh, that all the Creation, or all cteated | 
things, have received a being by or through 
Him; andi it is wy" this 190; that bas is. 

E | N 
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peculiar manner, communicated as a grace, 
10 Angels and Men, a power or ability to 
| Honor and Serve Him in a certain ſenſe. 
Indeed, the Lord hath made all things for 
himſelf But, to ſpeak only of Men now, if 
ve take notice of the three powers or faculties 
of our ſouls, viz. Underſtanding; Will, and 
Memory, we may ſufficiently diſcover from 
_ theſe, tHhative are created by God to a much 
| ſublimer end than all irrational and inanimate 
creatures. 
The idea which we. müſt neceſſarily form 
from the Creation and Preſervation of all 
created things, or of the whole crcated uni- 
verſe, ,, concerning! God's perfect Wiſdom, 
does not allow. us ta think, that the eternally 
- and. infinitely wiſe Creator has communicated 
thoſe ſupereminent endowments to, us, and by 
Which we are ſo far. exalted above the moſt 
perfeR of all irrational Brutes, merely to be 
ſubſervient to the law paſſions of, our Material 
or Brutal principle. No; the impious, or 
ungodly, Who ſo fondly. pride themſelves in 
the name of Great Spirits, really behave 
themſelves. like, the very loweſt ſouls, when 
they, 0 05 the FA 44 powers of their Spiritual 
principle namely of their Soul, in the pur- 
ſuit of 'bodily and earthly things, which, 
however exalted in their eyes, are far below 
their d dignity, and make thoſe things their laſt | 
or e epd d, which are ſolely. vouchſafed 


chem, by4 the e eee of the af | 
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of theuniverſe; 2 to gain chat infinite 
and eternal good, which can alone fully a- 
tisfy 7 the unlimited deſires of their fouls.— : 

All then, my friends, what we diſcover of 
the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of our 
Creator, and Preſorvier, from all the Creation, 


2 the general order which we perceive in 


t. teaches us to know God as a Being that is 


— 


* pleaſed to be Honored and Served 


by us; yet, not as though he needed any 


thing; hut to promote our on happineſs. 


If xou da not yet ſufficiently. comprehend 
| the arguments adiluced*in this chapter for i we F 


peruſe them again, and meditate a while. on- 


them it will be as'agreeable as profitable to 


vou and prove a great alſiſtance, to know 
hat adorable deins 2e _ hs it c 7 5 
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exiſtence of: God; has beet; made to: ap- 


pear ſufficiently evident to us. That we may 


* * 
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12 AT: "anon way: convince: us of hp 


alſo. theredy know. God, as a Being that will 


be Honoted and Served by us; you' have al- 


rently eancludge, 1 truſt, from the precedent 
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| Abies But how, we are to auer and 
| Setve this Being; does-certainly not depend 
upon us: for, in order to do: this on to. 
Man, we mul neceſſarily. know his willliand 
deſire.— Nou, in order to know/ the will of 


| Ged; God himſelf muſt alſo, in ono. or ano 


ther manner, make it known unto us. 
This too God has partly done by: Weston s 
but much more particularly and fully by a 


ſolemn revelation of it 'formerly, at ſundry 


times, and in divers manners, tothe. Fathers 
by the Prophets, but in theſe laſt days, that 
— in the beginning of we Nes e oy the 

Lb £7333: 

All thoſe who deſpiſe ahis Divive Revela- 
tion, andthe Qrdinarices of God made known 

by them, have made it evident, from time to | 
time, by the errors they have committed, 
that Reaſon alone, however precious a dona- 
tion God _ vouchſafed us by Nh cannot 
teach man all that is nece or him to 
know.— Thus convinced of . Belly of a 
Divine Revelation, we learn from this, of 
our own accord, as it were, to know God as 
our Supreme Legiſlator, or Lawgiver,—All 
then, that men preſcribe to us, of themſelves, 
or by their own authority, as a rule to honor 
and ſerve God. is vanity; foriit is God only, 
who by or In- His Revelation, Which be 
makes known 16 us in the manner eſtabliſhed 
1 biet gives us his Laws and Precepts, 


or 6 — by 
which 


[Lees | 
whiell 905 will pleaſe God, muſt be of Divine. 
Revelation! Vea, in our temporal or civil 
Magiſtrates, we muſt conſider God as the firſt 
and principal Legiftator, or Lawgiver.. \LR 
every ſoul, ſaid St. Paul for this reaſon, be 
fuljeft wto the higher powers: :'ifor there is no 
fower but , Cod; tie powers that be, are or- 
dained of God.  Whoſotver: ' therefore Tea/teth 
the power, reſiſtetb the ordinance of God: and 
they that reſiſt, ſpall recerveto themſelves dum- 
nation, Becauſe God ds che Governor, a3 
well as the Creator and Preſerver of all 
things, we may alſo know God clearly as our 
Supreme Governor, yea as the Supreme Go- 
vernor of all things, from or by thoſe laws, | 
according to which we ſee irrational and in- 
animate creatures in their being and opera- 
inte e final To © 1 1 8 wa this, 
int | 
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TE Wo all chad Good, "which i is villains | 

or agreeable to us; ; and ſuch things, from 

which we may promiſe to ourſelves the moſt 

profits or the greateſt ſatisfaction, we deem to be 
| - greateſt Good. —b don't doubt, * 

. * 3 but 
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but what you will admit. 45 and already 
conclude from it, that we muſt eſteem God 
the Supreme or Higheſt Good: for, knowing 
God now as the Firſt Cauſe of all Good, you 
eaſily perceive, that nothing can be ſo pro- 
_ fitable and delightful to you, as that Being 
that comprehends or contains all Good in 
itſelf, and without which no one can obtain 
any real or eſſential Good,— \; 
Blut is now the acquiſition of what we deem | 
Good, ſo much the object, ſcope or end of 
our deſire, that, as long as ve do not poſſeſs 
it, we conſtantiy fix our eyes and thoughts 
upon it, then it evidently follows, that God 
muſt be, or ought to be, the laſt and ultimate 
end of all our enterpriſes or undertakings: 
that is, that we muſt zealouſly practiſe or 
perform all that is requiſite and neceflary; to 
enjoy God the Supreme Good. —Surely all, 
what the world affords, can never ſo fully 
ſatisfy the deſires of men, but that there will 
always be ſomething more, which. they deſire, 
or with to be otherwiſe; but now, *when we 
know God as a Being in which every ching 
has its. beginning, and without which we can 
obtain no good thing, we are fully convinced 
that God is a Being which we muſt ſeek and 
love, above all eee, our Greateſt Good, 
end Laſt End. | 
Ves, you all: "Thi we your Donn God ſo far 
at leaſt from this, and what preceded, that 
Ve are now for: we 9 ſo little attention 
L * 


"7 sch 23 ö 


to this before ; and hoping in God's gracious | 
aſſiſtance, firmly'reſolve to mend our neglects 
about this, on purpoſe that the knowledge of 


God may' become more perfect in us, and 
that God may hereby eternally, be our Su- 
preme Good, and Laſt End !—=— . 

O ye happy ones! hear now the voice of 
"the Lord! Does God' himſelf ſpeak within 
you? Hearken then with profound reve- 
rence, and make a proper uſe of this happy 
moment! — Thank God moſt humbly, and 


ardently ſupplicate Him, that He, who now 
worketh in you to will, may enable wy o 


do nenn yourſelf, hoy _ 


» 
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* ADo oRABLE Suech Being! —1 
« humbly thank Thee for all I poſſeſs 
of Thy Goodneſs, for the knowledge of 
10 Thy Exiſtence, and' Thy infinite Perſec- = 


« tions -O great God, how miſerable are 
ce thoſe men who will not know Thee! — But 
© how little will the knowledge of Thee alſo 
* avail us, nay, how horrible even vill the 
0 conſequence of this be, if we, who know 
Thee, do not love Thee? We know Thee,, 


„ and to Thee alone be the honor for it, as 


10 A enen and moſt Perfect Being. We 
ä * 4 : are: 
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* « are perfetly convinced that there is :nbthing 
Good without Thee, and that all Perfec- 
tions are to be found in Thee only! We 
thus alſo willingly: confeſs, that Thou art 
Almigbty,, Omniſciant, All. governing, In- 
finite, Good and Merciful !--We adore 
'« Thee, as a Juſt Being; and, look upon 
Thee, with ireverence, as a Rewarder of 
Good, and Puniſher of Evil: as a Lord, 
20 whom we muſt fear, and a BenefaQor, 
% whom we muſt love: as an infinitely Holy 
« Being, that is moſt graciouſly pleaſed to be 
% Honored and Served by us; and for this ; 
« reaſon too, acknowledge Thee to be our 
Supreme Lawgiver:—We conclude from 
„ * all this, O Lord! that Thou art alone our 
Chief Good and Ultimate End! Might we 
now but be enahled henceforth to deſire 
© nothing beſide Thee; but without Thee, 
© this is utterly impoſſible for us! To Thee 
[ e then, O Fountain and only Source of all 
Holineſs! be eternally rendered all Ho- 
nor, all Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for all 
© that we have ever received of Thee from 
| 40 Thy unmerited Grace! Yea, O Lord! we 
| now thank Thee, in a peculiar manner, for 
«the knowledge of all thoſe things, by which 
« Thou doſt now moſt graciouſly awaken us 
cc to hve from henceforth, and for ever, to 
« the magnifying of Thy Sacred Name! 
ce Grant us alſo, that we may, under the very 


DR” ſenſe of our own. nothingneis, 
Bb 
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« humbly implore Thy aſſiſtance! Give, 01 


N «. give us this, for Jeſus ſake, that, by Thee 
e _ «enlightened, - by Thee ſtrengthened, we 
t «© may ſeek: not the goods which are here be- 
- « Jow, but thoſe that are there above! 
- « Prevent and ſupport: us, to this end, with 
Thy grace, whenever the. aflurements' or 
f « corruptions of out hearts would ſeduce us 
« to any thing that is ſinful in viſible and 


« ſenſual things! That. che knowledge of 
« Thy Perfections may ſo teach us to know 
« our own nothingneſs, and the vanity of all 
« earthly things, that we may uſe the world 
as not abuſing it, and by faith ſo behold: 
«* and contemplate Thy Glory, that we may 
* be changed into the ſame Image, from Glory: 
hf, Alien”: | 
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Moral bal, are pointed 6 out.. 
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FIRST DIVISION. 
_ Of a0 which have Relation ta. 8 . 


. 1 have ſhewn, my Kinds in the 
Firſt Part of the Anſwer: to the pro- 


poſed Queftion, both from Nature and Rea- 


n, bas ſufficiently enabled you to convince 


the e n. or Unbeliever, of his 


impious 


* wt 
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impious folly.— Both the one and the aber 
has already afforded you a multitude of argu- 
ments for the Exiſtence of God. In the 
Second Part, moreover, I have made it ap- 

pear to you, in the moſt ſimple manner, Ho. .] 
far we may know this Being. —I make no- 
doubt but what that knowledge will, by the: 

influence of Divine Grace, make you per- 
ceive, and recognize! with joy, the Moral 

Conſequenoes that reſult from all this, and 

at the ſame time excite you to the practice of 
the ſame. Now theſe they are, my nan 
which I have yet to point out to you. 


Meanwhile, let not the word: Moral 1 
you! No, the oanſequences which I ſhalk 


derive to you from the premiſes, or from the 
things that have been eee will not 
make your liſe tedious, if you obſerve them. 
nor unhappy on the account of Religion, ob 
whatever Perſuaſion you may be— = 
The firſt conſequence will n 
ſerve as an argument. of 1 18. in doom f 
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We know. God! net- ſolely as a Being, 
that, in. oa of Himſelf On all-poſlible- 
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PerfeQions in the moſt perſect manner, but 
alſo as a Being that does good to us every 
moment, or inceſſantly, and is even graciouſly 


pleaſed to be Honoured and Served by. us, 


on purpoſe to promote our temporal and 


eternal felicity.— From this it muſt certainly 
follow' of itſelf, as it were, that He muſt. be 
our Supreme Legiſlator, or Lawgiver, and 
muſt aſſiſt us in all things that concern His 


Holy Religion or Worſhip, and in things 
our natural reaſon is either too weak, or by 


one means or other too corrupt; and alſo in 
things we muſt believe and bee in order 


to pleaſe Him. 

This word mf, nue you eally per- 
| ecive; has. its foundation only in God's 
foyereign good-will and pleaſure. It is cer- 
tain then, that God himſelf has preſcribed to 
man a Religion, or Service, or the manner. 

and mode in which He will be Honored and 


Served by man, and that therefore en. 


ſrom its origin, is Divine. ; 
W hat think you, my e wha is it not 
your duty, is it not- the duty of all men, to 
be ſolicitous and, careful about Religion ?— 
God has. endued: you with Reaſon, has gra- 
ciouſly given you His Holy Word, and in it 
again the means by which you may come, 
through the Light of His Grace, to the 
| knowledge of His ſervice, and ſhould you 
live careleſs and unconcerned about Religion ? 


Well ſee indeed, . you, that this would wy 
of = © 


P : S, 


wt was AY 1 
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— — 12 No, py, one, 1 — 4 
tized, inſtructed, and brought up up in the 


— Faith}, I, ſays a ſecond, in „ rs | 
I in the n cries a third! I am, ſays - 


fourth, ! And I ——; ſuperadds a fifth 


— Others. would give us 7 et other names of 
their Religion; but very requently, becauſe 
they are born and brought up in ſuch an one. 
—I will admit then, m my friends, that you, 
at leaſt in your youth, have been inſtructed 
in one Religion or another; and even be- 
lieve, that many among you have learned 
and made the confeſſion of theirs. But is all 
finiſned by this? Is this all the Reverence, 
or Honor and Service, that God lo reaſon. 
ably demands from us? Have you, in your 
youth, ſo fully comprehended, and hitherto - 
remembered the principles and arguments of 


your. Religion, that all further. inſtruction is N x 


needleſs, to you, eſpecially when you conſider 
how many, and how widely different per- 
ſuaſions there are, among Chriſtians known 
to you? Why no, ſay you, it would be 
good, if we were more thoughtful about this 
matter; for, ingenuouſly ſpeaking, I have, 
forgot many things relative to Religion, 
which I have learned .in my, younger years,, , 
Nay, the daily occupations, the care about 
labor, about getting a livelihood for wife and. 
children, give us ſo much to do, that we can 
trouble ourſelves but little about Religion !— 7 
| | 1 


1 


If all would ſpeak ſo roundly, many, I ho. 
lieve, would fay the ſame! Yes, ſo it is, ſay 
ue will not diffemble about the matter! 
But is Religion then an affair of ſdch little 
moment ?—If a great Lord, after the Service 
of few years, would make you Rich and 
Happy during your whole life, would you 
not do your beſt, to know how you might 
pleaſe Him, and obtain what He promiſed 
you: of His mere Goodneſs? Why yes, you 
anſwer: now-you know God, from what has 
been premiſed, as an infinitely better Lord to 
you - Ought you not then to do your very 
| belt to know how He will be Served by you; 
| eſpecially when He vill even aſſiſt you in. 
this ?—This: is certainly our duty, ſay you; 
but muſt we examine into all the perfuaſions. 
among Chriſtians that we know of ?-—No,. 
my friends, that is needleſs, neither is that 
your provinee or buſineſs ; but if you. take 
Religion to heart according to your duty, lay 
aſide all preij judice, and ſeek after: truth with. 
integrity, te will be no means wanting to: 
vou, as I have obſerved before! In the mean- 
time, I have now done enough, if; by theſe. 
few remarks, I have excited a proper zeal in: 
ou for the knowledge of true ee In. 
this 22212 1 will now OY in the, 
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but the rational ordering of that which 
we JET to do and omit, to the Glory of God, 
and to the welfare of our Neighbourg. Thoſe * 
perſons then who, may reaſonably truſt that - 
they. profeſs the true Religion, and would 
bebave, themſelves. agreeably to it, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily live Religioufly, :; that is, they muſt 
do and omit all things agreeably to the Ordi- 
nance or Law, which, God has ; preſcribed to 
them, both, by the light of Reaſon, abd by 
His Revelation, as, His will. 
Lou do now, as I truſt, my friends, alewly 
perceive that the knowledge, or profeſſion of 
the true, Religion, however neceſſary to all, 
is ſtill vain; nay, will even be deſtructive to 
ſuch as inflexibly, perſiſt in their wickedneſs, 
and will not candutt themſelves. agreeably to 
the rules of it. For that ſervant, ſays our 
Supreme Teacher himſelf, who, knew: bis 
Lord's will, and Prepared not himſelf; neither 


did according to His will, ſhall be beaten. with . 


ee * 0 * fie +4 il. ab Fear * a 
Nov. | 


Can. 


Ne as it follow of its own accord, as 


it were, from äll that has been ſaid before, 
that every man muſt have a particular regard | 


for Religion, and,-mult exert his abilities to 
- the utmoſt, to know the ſervice which God 
has preſcribed to us; I ſay, man muſt do his 
- beſt to know this, by the light which the 
Lord hath combine to him; ſo the moſt 
ſimple will eaſily deduce or conclude from 
this, that in all things he muſt-behave himſelf 
agreeably to the known ordinance of God.— 
Yes, fay you, we comprehend this, and fee 


this conſequence alſo: büt, you'add' to this, 
there will ſo much on. from it, in this 


manner, that your promiſes will fooh: come 
to nothing; for all thofe' conſequences will 


verily not ot leabe much time for cheerfulnets 
of life. Pray don't take it amiſs, that we 
cannot in all things ſpeak according to yr 
mind! We have indeed found ſatisfattion in 


the precedent matters; we do now clearly 
ſee ourſelves, that it 15 our duty to regard 
Religion: we are even willing, as far as our 


vocation, time and ability permit, to lay to 


heart the knowledge of true Religion, and 
regulate our lives according to it; but, what- 


ever conſequenee may be derived or deduced 


from this, we will by no means become Pu- 


14 


ritans Fear not, my friends! there is, hi- 
therto; nothing in what you fay that I can 


take amiſs.— The word Puritans is ambiguous: 


F you underſtand by it, ſuch as are in truth 


F anatics, 


- . * , 5% 
1 ene „„ „„ „„ 


„ 


wy t 11g SH 

F anatics, or ase nen you are certainly 
very much in the right; and at ſuch, I alſo 
think you aim! Others, ſurely, who really 


lead a Religious life, and are ſolely termed 


Purituns by wanton Scoffers do not live in a 


ſorrowful manner! If this be true, ſay you, 


we will, not take ſo much offence at the word 
Puritans: that this is fo, you ſay, 'T fhall 
prove to you without any trouble: Thoſe 


perſons, who really live religiouſly, according 
to, the rules. of true Religion, perform relt- 


gious duties in their proper ſeaſon; they 


honor God daily, at leaſt make ſome ſhort 


prayers, endeavour, as much as poſſible, to 
keep God before their eyes, in all things, 
without affetctation, and, for God's ſake, to 

do good to their fellow men, as well as to 


themſelves. 


By theſe means they a ee of 
enormities; are obedient to their lawful Ma- 
giſtrate,, reverent to their ſuperiors, friendly 
to their equals, and, as far as they are able, 
aſſiſtant to the needy and indigent I What 


thipk; ou. js ſuch a life ſad. and tedious?: - 


Why no: but the bow, it is ſaid, cannot al- 


| ways remain bent. We muſt labor all the 
week, and then, for inſtance, on Sunday - - - - « 


And what then on Sunday ? Attend Divine 


Service, you will ſay?— Why is it irkſome 


or tireſome then, for a Chriſtian to attend 
Divine Service? Beſides, is there not, after 
a due frequentation of Divine Service, till 
GATHY | time 
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time e enough on Sunday for reſt, for an honeſt 
[p.oman erin; and innocent recreation? - Or 


muſt we call life irkſome, when that day is 


not ſpent in ſhameful indolence, or in taverns 


and. inns, or with gaming, playing, ebriety, 
„flandering of his fellow man, or in the com- 
miſſion of other offences? Do fuch live 
cheerfully, who on Sunday render themſelves 
miſerable or unhappy both as to Soul and 
Body, and frequently ſuffer want the whole 


week, with their wives and children, for the 


'extravagance of that one day ?—No, ſay you, 
if we duly conſider the matter, a Religious 
life is certainly much better! Confider it, 


then, in ſuch a manner as your duty requires! 
. .—Abhorand abominate that profane mockery 


of Religion! Be haters both of the folly and 


wickedneſs of Fanatics and Hypocrites! Lead 
a truly Religious Life, and experience will 


fully convince you, that it will not make 


your life enn but, on thy” yy, 


happy? 


In the mean time, ye parents, that have 
children, pay due attention to bn 1 am on 
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"THIRD, CHAPTER, > 
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Concerning a Reticiovs Epucation or 
Fp (4, -4 654436 pence 
(5 O D; We know, is alone the 4 Lord, | 


Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of 
all things. — Nothing happens, nor indeed 


can happen, without Him. In order to know 
and ſerve God properly, He muſt work in us 


even to will. The being truly Religious, ve 
muſt have through God; fince of ourſelves, 
as of: ourſelves, we can do nothing. Vet, 
notwithſtanding. all this, it hath pleaſed God 
to communicate a ſort of government to man: 


_ thus-are the powers, which the Magiſtracy 


has, God's Miniſters for good to their fellow 
men; and ſo are all Parents, in reſpect of 
their Children: and becauſe- of theſe, God 
hath obligated them, not only by Nature, 
but alſo by the light of Reaſon, and very 
particularly by His ſolemn Revelation, to 
have a due care for their Bodily and Religious 
Education. — Ve Fathers, ſays St. Paul for this 
reaſon, provoke not your children to wrath ; 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. — Vea, whatever: obligates mau 
4 0 . to 


2 
) 


| 'T 746 1 | 
to the Service of God, alſo obligates Parents 
to have a due care for a Religious Education 


of their Children: for, / any provide not for 


his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own 


houſe, | (among whom Children certainly have 


a principal place) he hath denied the T and 


is worſe than an infidel.— _ 
Lou ſee then, my friends, from hat has 
been premiſed, it follows that you, who are 


Parents, and have Children, are as much 
bobligated to give them a Religious Education, 


as you are bound to care for Religion, and a 
Religious Life.—It is ſo, you ſay; but, in 
he firſt place, we have little time and ability 
to give that inftruRion;: which is requiſite for 


the inſtruction to a Religious Education of 


our Children: befides, Children are at pre- 
ſent ſodifobedient, ſo unwilling and dull to 
learn any thing 800d, nay, even ſo vicious, 
that they curſe, ſpeak obſcene words, ſteal, 
game, and commit other miſchiefs ſo auda- 
ciouſly, that they ſeem quite incorrigible.— 
Yes, continue - you—ahd you are ready to 
curſe.yourſelf—Yes - -'- that r 
As to what you fafd firſt, I will in fome 
5 meaſure juſtify you. Vou certainly have not 
much time, and, it may be, not much ability, 


for it.— But tell me once, if you had a little 
more affection for Religion and a Religious 


Life, would not then the time and ability to 
educate your Children in a Religious manner, 
de greater allo ?: "Yes, then furely * Cow 


* 


Can] TNT, 
do all. that could be required of you for this 
purpoſe.; and, moreover, have the greateſt 
care and. folicicede, that what cannot be done 

by yourſelf; might be agcompliſhed by others, 
who are appointed for it.—But you ſay, in 
the ſecond place, Children are ſo diſobedzent ak, 
preſent, &c.—If you will attribute all this to 
time, I muſt contraditt· you; for by this they 
are not more wicked now than others were 

If fifiy years ago, or more. —If we ind more 

„ vickednels in them now, than the old people 

bound in thoſe of their days, it is chiefly to 

n 


be aſeribed to. Parents, becauſe they now take 
leſs. care for the Religious Education of their: 
children, than they have done. | 
; You complain, becauſe they curſe ; tel 7 
it indeed to be wondered at, when they hear 
you curſe? Refrain from it then yourſelf! 
Let ibem never hearllanꝭ thing. out of; your 
mouth that is indecent, and ſet them a good 
example of, a Religious Life; for your Foods 
examples. will, be their beſt one: ni; 10 
For the promotion of (theſe things, L. — | 
yet a little. while entertain yo n en 
en; in he a e ofa: 
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1 SET thine houſe in order: for thou ſhalt die, 
ll and not live. This was the meſſage long 
ſimce brought to a King of Iſrael by the Pro- 
phet ; but the bleſſed Saviour has harned us 
to be always upon our guard as to dying, or 
death: Vor in ſuch an ſour, ſaid He, as | you 
Il think not, the Son of Man cometh." 11 1 
1 | Tou are: already: convinced, my friends, 
0 that you muſt ſerve God while you live, and 
alſo prevent and admoniſh.your: Children to 
this; and now you are aſſured, even by the 
words of Etetnab Veracity itſelf, that the 
hour, in which He ſhall come to demand lan 
abcount of your conduct, is hidden to you. 
Out not this to produce a ſerious reflection 
and conſideration in you? Peradventure this: 
{| will be the laſt year of your life? Yea, who 
knows but what God will call you to himſelf 
| this month, this week, or even this very day ? a 
* An unhappy malefaQor, who is to ſuffer 
it death on a ſcaffold for his offences, has, we 
| 
| 
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long ins and ſo may prepare himſelf for 
tenth tbl you who have hope of a longer 
life, are utterly uncertain whether the t 
even will not be your laſt hour! 

Have not you known. many yourſelf, vho 
have been ſurpriſed by death in the moſt 
unexpetted manner? Were this alſo to hap-' - 


pen to you! and who can aſſure you that it 


will not happen to 'you Would you die 
now, as you wiſh: to die? From ſuch an 


unexpetted death, ſay you, I hope God will 


preferve me But as long as you hope, you 
are uncertain of it! Ves, but you promiſed, 
that thoſe Moral Conſequences would not 
render our lives irkſome. You derive then 
yourſelf, from all this, as a Moral Conſe- 
quence, that you ought frequently to think 
on the uncertain Hour of Death, and have 
a Religious ſolicitude or care about it ; that 
is, muſt be zealous and active in the per- 
formance of your duties towards God, towards 
yourſelf and your's ? Yes, this certainly fol- 
lows from it! But will this then render your 
life irkſome or tedious? Do they live in 
trouble, who perform their duty? On the 
contrary, can any thing be more agreeable 

and delightful, than to give God the honor of 
all good, and, meanwhile, humbly to think 
that we have done aur duty? It. is therefore 
a miſconception, my friends, if you think 
that a Religious Solicitude concerning the 
uncertain Hour of Dun ſhould render your 
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life tedious and irkſome: no, then you will, 
God communicating to you His Grace, by 
| - the zealous practiſing or carrying into prac- 
1 tice the knowledge of true Religion, of a 
15 Religious Life, the Religious Education of 
„ pPour Children, and alli the remaining Duties, 


1 which are ſo eaſily deduced from the former, 
1 and partieularly ſuch as have a relation to 
nr Gods, be [ſecured againſt: the danger of an 
i 3 unhappy Death; live ſatisfied and cheerfully 
hy the quietude of your conſcience; yea, 
through Jeſus, you will die happy, even with 
it joy and great exultation: for him, whom He 
l, hall find. ſo doing, the Lord will, as He aſ- 
it {ures us Himſelf, make 4 rulen over all his 
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Of thoſe which have Relation to our 
NE1GHBOURS. 


NMH E order, or diſpoſition, - which we 
diſcover in the whole univerſe, or all 
created things, renders it manifeſt and plain 
to eye-ſight, that God has been pleaſed 
there ſhould be a peculiar agreement between 
beings, which, in their kind, are ſimilar to 
one another.— Take notice only of irrational 
brutes, and you will perceive, that in each 
ſort of them there is ſomething found between 
their equals, which unites them; and, if we 
may ſo expreſs it, makes them perform reci- 
procal duties. —We- may thus, even without 
taking into conſideration the expreſs com- 
mands which God hath given us in His Holy 
Word, concerning . our Neighbours, eaſil7 
ſee, from all we have ſaid in anſwer to the 
propoſed Queſtion, that we muſt-intereſt our- 
ſelves for our fellow men as our Neighbours, 
and that we are ſtrictly obligated to that ſo- 
ors e God has been pleaſed ſhould 
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Fou do then already ſee now, as 1 truſt, 
my friends, that from what has been ſaid; 
very many conſequences may be drawn, 
which have a relation to our neighbours. 
Yet, in order to be very brief, I ſfralt only 
propoſe to you Four of the moſt principal. 
Behold one here N in the 
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Chefin the Tovs 1 our N EIGHBOURS. | 


T have love for one, or to hve: one, is 

to will good to him, or to wiſh all good 
to him. To love him as ourſelves, is to will 
or wiſh cordially, that he has or obtains all 


what we, in a reaſonable manner, will or 


wiſh to ourſelves Now that we muſt ſo love 
our neigbbours, certainly needs no proof; 

fince this duty is ſo well known to all, that 
even thoſe who negle& it, yet always pretend, 

at leaſt, to love their Neighbours.— -, 


Even a Miſanthrope, or Hater of Mankind 


in general, will conceal his malignity as much 
as poſſible; and when he is catehed and ſur- 
priſed in it, will yet always endeavour to 
excuſe himſelf, or make ſome apology for it. 
— The performance of this duty, on the 
: . : - contrary, 
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contrary, is ſo laudable in the eyes of all 
men, that even thoſe who impudenily off 
at God and Religion, outwardly exhibit 
themſelves as the moſt beneficent of all men, 
and ever do their beſt artfully to conceal all 
their deteſtable abominations, under a reful- 
gent ſhow of philanthropy. -. 

To love our Neighbours then, my friends, 
is a thing we are commanded every way, and 


from all quarters as it were, but moſt ſtrongly 


enforced as an indiſpenſible duty, by the 


knowledge of God and His Perfections, as 
alſo by the Revelation of His Sacred Will. 
Nay, the prattice or performance of this duty 
is the charaQteriſtic and true criterion of 
Chriſtians, - and a demonſtration of our vene- 
ration and love for the firſt Origin, Supporter 
and Governor of our being. — By lhis, ſaid 
the Founder or Inſtitotor of Chriſtianity, 
ſhall all men know that_ ye are my diſcipies, if 
ye have love one to another. Abd his beloved 
diſciple, Ja man ſay, I love God, and hateth 
his Brother, he is a har; ſor hie that loveth not 
his Brother, whom he hath ſeen, ' how- can” lie 
love God, whom he hath not ſeen 2= - 
We muſt therefore love our Neiplibours, 
and, indeed, according to the injunttion of 
God, as ourſelves. —You alſo, my friends, will 
acknowledge this duty, without contradiftion, 
and even conclude from it, that you muſt 
never repine or grieve at the proſperity of 
you * por. wiſh, do, or effeQtuate, 
F 2 any 
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any one thing that might grieve them, or be 


pPrejudicial to them: for is wiſhing good to 


any one the property of Love, and are we to 
love our Neighbours as ourſelves, then it is 


neceſſary that we will and wiſh them all that 


good that we rationally wiſh unto ourſelves, 


and do nothing to them that we would ra- 


tionally deem eue or prejudicial to our- 
ſelves. | 
It fares well, for inſtance, — your 


Neighbour: they, who keep the ſame kind 


of ſhop as you do, are of the ſame vocation 
or handicraft, have much cuſtom, are prol- 


Aire and happy in their undertaking or 


ſineſs, or bleſſed in their labor.— How will 
ou behave towards ſuch ?—Will you be ſad 
by reaſon of their proſperity ? Will you inſti. 
ate men, who ſhow them favor, againſt them, 
S evil ſpeaking and defamation? Will you 


' deſpiſe their goods, and mode. of dealing, 


or work? Then, ſurely, you will not love 
your, Neighbours! — Certainly you wiſh it to 


fare well with yourſelf, and it would grieve 
you, if others, by evil ſpeaking, were the 


cauſe of any injury to you? 
But they do not act well, and are , 


of ſo much happineſs, you will probably 
_ objeQ; but do you, in all reſpeQs, live as 
you ought? What is there you are worthy of 


from yourſelf, or dareſt ſay you have me- 


rited ? Vou do your beſt; but is not this a 
good ching, for which ydu mul thank God! 


You 


* 


ä | 
You know thoſe who are unhappy by ficknefs ; 


nay, ſuch even as, by their former ill con- 
duct, have been reduced to the deepeſt po- 


verty.— They have often nothing to eat, or 
ſufficiently to cover themſelves : —their'bed is 
a little ſtraw, or the hard floor! — Miſerable 
as to the body, they are ſtill more wretched 
as to the foul. The inftruQtion of the Chil- 
dren is wanting, becauſe the Parents them- 
ſelves have loſt their deſire and courage, both 
in reſpea of religious and ſecular things. 


Will you not aſſiſt theſe, who are your Neigh- 
bours, in their miſeries? You. muſt work 


hard yourſelf, provide for yourſelf and your's, 


and cannot help all the poor —This laft will 


never be aſked of you! You want it yourſelf. 
Be it ſo! But ſuppoſe, for. once, that you 
was very poor, by means of ſicknels, or other 
calamities, and that you was utterly unable to 
earn or obtain any one thing: would you 


not wiſh that others, of your, preſent ſtate 
or condition, ſhould yet impart a little: of 


their property to you; at leaſt, that they 
ſhould alleviate your diſtreſs, by their inter- 


ceſſion, and aſſiſtance which they might afford 


you ?—Yes, ſay you. Well then, do the 


fame to all thoſe who ſtand in need of it 


for by this you will give the beſt demonſtra- 


tion of your Love towards your Neighbours. 
his Love muſt alſo evermore induce you 


to pay proper attention to what I ſhall, offer 


to your conſideration, in the 
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SECOND CHAPTER, 


| ; Concerning TOLERATION. in Matters of - 
RxTIciox. 5 | 


EN, who are fo fine! and forbear- 
ing, or rather ſo indifferent about Re- 
lisa, that they eſteem all perſuaſions, or 
conceptions in matters of Religion, equally 
WE have certainly no Religion at all; but 
ch inconſiderate zealots, who revile all men 
Who profefs a Religion different from theirs, 
and perſecute them in every poſſible manner, 
cannot, or at leaſt do not, themſelves, live 
| according to the rules of the true Religion. 
No: It is never lawſul for a Chriſtian,” u o- 
ever he may be, lo eſteem Truth and Error alike, 
\or to make the Heretic, the Infidel, und the 
Pagun, equal with the Believers, who are marked 
' with the toten of Faith; but the conduct of 
"Fefus Chriſt obligates us to bear with men, of 
* whatever *perfudfron they indy be,” to lùve with 
"them in peace; and not Jo A or trouble them, 
* whatever confeſſion or profeſſion they may have 
adopted, As I have therefore endeavoured, 
my friends, to excnte in you a due zeal for 


the en of true Religion, Joris my 
duty 


T's 


duty, alſo to-admoniſh you to a very ä 5 


treatment of all thoſe whoſe errors you muſt 
hold in utter deteſtation. Convinced that 
they do not follow the right way, they are 


ohjects of your compaſſion, but by no means 


men whom yon may deride or oppreſs.— 


Would you not deteſt ſuch as laugh at a 


Blind vides or wiſhed him to fall into a ditch, 


if, chrough ignorance, he had nothing but a 


Blind. Leader ? The, more dangerous then 


their error is, the more you are obligated to 


bring them, in the right way. But will. they 


beaxken to your inſtruftion, if you ſcold and 


revile them e- Will! 1 believe there is 
trach ; jn u, When you falſely charge them 
withi-doarines, which they do utterly, deteſt 


and, abominate themſelves 7— Will they be 


confident that, you, have the true Religion, 
when. y qu: treat-them ,1 in the unwarrant- 


not. 4115426034 8 bi 

All then het, hes convinced you of your 
obligation.to Religion, ad nde Lite, 
makes you ſee too, as a conſequence of this 
that you myſt. endeavgur, 40; the utmolt of 


your: puwer, to ends Your , peighbours as | 
vg DR Di carpal ae 


happy as yourſof 
to Ano α,j˖,e ler where! there, is enyy 
contention, there is gonßiſiqn, and, all; had 
practice. Refrain, my friends, . from x 


ing, reviling: or, perſgcuting qtbers, On Ac; 
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ble ent moſt certainly. they wh 
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ters of Religion. Jews, Turks, ) 
inexcuſable Heathens, are alſo our Neigh- 
bours, are our brethren as men, whom we 
muſt love; but to be patient, as it is called, 
about their error, or rather, to be indifferent 
about it, is no philanthropy. A ſimple com- 
pariſon will demonſtrate this more clearly to 
you: For once ſuppoſe, that ſome of your 
neareſt relations are unhappy by their on 
fault, at leaſt as you imagine ; that, in your 
opinion, they have negletted the means of 
being happy, and ſtill inflexibly perkiſt in it. 
Such, you will ſay, muſt upbraid them 
ſelves on account of their imeliciy. It is 
even ſo; but may you ceaſe to wiſh that they 
come to a betier mind ꝰ may you be indiffe- 
rent about their condition, or even enhance 

their infelicity or miſery, becauſe they will 
not yet hearken to you?==No, you will re- 
ply, ve would, in this eaſe; ſhew” a e 
love, and a prepoſterous zeal. 
Obneluce then from this alfo, -thar how 
muff, one and all, never revile nor oppre ſs 
| choße chat err in matters of Religion, on ac- 
count of their wrong conceptions, and are 
unhappy in tonſequence of it; but that you 
muß love them all, as youfỹ Neighbours. 85 
Hate the error, but love the nen. Your 
bellaviour muſt convince them, that your 
Religion is rational !—If this happens, or is 
done, you will perform one of thoſe duties 


which have a 2 00” our — 
— And 
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and are. fo conſequentially derived or der 


duced from what has been premiſed .. 
But upon this follows yet, Won not I. 
ſimilar „ 151: mt 
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Sem the Behaviour towa rds. our 


ENEMIES. as Sea 


> A Diverſity 8 conceptions. in matters of 
Religion, is, indeed, frequently a great, 
but by no means the only cauſe of conten- 
tions; no, there are but too often wrangles 
among thoſe who make profeſſion of the ſame 
Religion, nay, among neareſt relations and 
kindreds, which: produce irreconcileable en- 
mity !/—How irrational ſuch a behaviour is, 
we may ſufficiently infer from this, that God! 
has created in man a ſtrong. deſire after 
Friendſhip and reciprocal Toleration, which,, 
however far it may be debilitated in many,, 
by the gratification of their corrupt diſpoſi- 
tion, yet gives evident proofs in the beſt of 
men, that this malignant diſpoſition, ſo prone: 
to hate i its equals,. is at lag to man: as to 


his original . 2 is olely the Fen 
* 
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1 
Sin. — The manner too in which God treats 
us, makes us now 'eafily "deduce his Moral 
Conſequence from: it, if we take into conſi- 
deration all what we have remarked in rhis 
FTreatiſe concerning it, that we muſt bebave 
ourſelves, even towards our Enemies, with 
condeſcenſion and ſincere love. . 
Thus the light of Reaſon might have 
been ſufflcient to teach man his obligation to 
an amicable and friendly behaviour towards 
his Enemies : but this being neglected by the 
increaſing f wickedneſs' and malignity, it 
hath pleaſed God to make known to us His 
Sacred Will concerning this weighty matter, 
and to threaten his terrible vengeance againſt 
the diſobedient; for when his incarnate Son 
had propoſed, in à parable, the deſerved pu- 
niſhment of that wicked ſervant, who, though 
he had obtained a difcharge of his great debt 
ſtom his lord, would not forgive his fellow- 


36 „ ; 
their treſpaſſes. . To ſay that we forgive the 
injur 1 that, in proof of this, we will do 
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Good, end ſendeth- ain on the Jufzund en Bir 


A. Behold there, my friends, the moſt 
— nbtion/ of a duty, een 


+ Ge himſelf teaches ug. —— . 


wicked -bat every thing? This one, for in- 
ſtanee, ſays, I have a brother-inzlaw, Who 


has got che houſe in which he lhves mud l too 


cheap, by the management of my mother- in- 
—— is,” forſooth, valued, by the:execu- 


tors 


matter has been tranſated!-«Now;: am Ito 
ſuffer this damage ? Muſt not he indemnify 


me j or is iniquity no longer. a n Ought d 


no to ſorgive him this, and keep friendſhip 
with him, when he will not indemnify me? 


I. will not do it to all eternity! A houſe, im 
which there has always been ſo much cuſtom, 
and which muſt be called a fine living—a 
houſe in the beſt part of the city, ſhould' have 
been publicly ſold : it might have fetched 
much more, and then too I would have got 
more for my part !—Well, friend! are you: 
ſo certain of all this Has your brother- in- 
law got this houſe for himſelf by unfair 
means ? Purſue your right: it is never for- 
bidden you, in a juridical manner, to demand 
what is unjuſtly detained from you! Yes, I 


fore: 


m dure of 4 it, but an 9 to prove. it be- 
F 7 


We acknowledge this, you ſay even very 5 
wittingly': but muſt we then allow; to the 


t it. is eaſy io he imagined. chow that 


| Twe3 ot 
We Abe l Let us ſuppoſe . to 
be ſo; Ih Moreover Se, that you verily 8 
2 :irjured;that your brother-in-law is an 
unjuſt man, and your enemy l. Ves, he muſt 
ing it good to: me a- r never 
forgive it him — But tell me, if your brother - 
_ Inslaw; or any other man, never done 
you any injury at all, would you then have 
one Enemy) among men ? W no Rut it 
is 2 Gade will. that you do good to your Enemy, 
love him, and forgive him his guilt: from your 
heart muſt you then not do- this to your 
brother · in lov, i: ba God wills: 11 Is 
. your behaviour as it-ought to be, if you per- 
liſt inſlexibhʒ in · reſufing this ? Co der this 
ſeriouſſiy, and yon will learn from it, to your 
on advantage, what! our behaviour muſt be 
towards our Enemies, in this and GmtJar caſes, 
for the Love of Gad. 
In the mean time: I have you ſomething to 
tell 5 in the 1A 15 45 REPS 
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O ohe, fays W not e 9 
even the mold thoughtleſs, lives for him- 

felf dae in ram Ae rn 
2 10 another, or ſerves or 

To Aj 2-4 of mere neceſſity, :is; deſp ſed. 
even, by ſuch an one as is little diſturbed 
contempt, but in this would: yet be aſhame 
Thus we knowy even by experience, that the 


implanted in his rational creatures a Hire 
for the welfare» of the Public. Elſe” w 
ſhould an avaricious perſon. (that is, one ako” 
ſolely loves himſelf) be fo very contemptible 
in the eyes of all} even in the eyes of ſuch/as 
give themſelves little or no trouble about 
either right or wrong, good or evil ? This 
ſhows plan enough, that there muſt be ſome- 
thing in man that incites. him to love 8 


vantage and general welfare of the Public 


That is even ſo, you ſay; we muſt wiſh, — 4 
it may not only fare well with us, but alfo 
with our Neigbbours, with our whole Coun- 


2 88 ame p wiſhing 


1 
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welfare! of my⸗ neighbours) and all: the i 
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this quite ſufficient, my friends? We ſee; to 
be but ſhort, from all that God has done unto 
us, for the promotion of the general welfare, 


that he has commanded us, even by the voice 


of Natfird hät- we mt Uo bre . this end: 


than barely to wiſh ; for this is often in ww, 


and profitaþle. to no. one !—Yes, ſay 


comprehend that very plainly and h 953 


and I would do more alſo _ wiſh for the 


welfare: of :all men and ſo certainly ww 01 


bitants: of !this>Tity,! and our whole: beloved 
country. But tell orlonce, hat, I heſaech 
you, can za Mechanic, 2 Citiren, Who lives 
vvithout the adminiſtratiomof any office, and 
without reſpect: what dan a Farmer an: tbe 
country, .who has mo ahỹů“hority in the mantets 


of kis own! village; vp is bareſy 2 poor labor 


ing man; what, ſaynl, can he. do more, than 
for the Generul Welfare v Vou are yet 
unacquainted with your own value and im- 
portance, my friends, if you imagine to your- 
ſelves, that in -your'i ſtate; however 2 you 


: 2 eſteem it, you can be of nb uſe to this 


1 — happy, if, —_ mane] 
remarks, Lhave convinced you! 


5 gation to the Love of the — Welfare. 


Then ſurely, when this Love operates in 
you, you will effekt great matters for the 
General 1 Felily : for, in what conſiſts, or 
what does more promote. the General Welfare, 
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rithing of Commerce, Arts and W ee 
Nothing, moſt cbrtainly A 3 af yo 
yu Nate, from! a· Love tothe Gn 

y and Welfare, ꝓnuomote reſt, chart 


3 and to tbis end diligendiy perforen | 


your :duty both in Religious and. Civil mate: 
ters; if you; reverence; honor and ohe 
the Magiſtrates( a), andjcircumſpeRly, teſtain 
from ali dere rare good peace r {6 
a 45 Ste 411. of 3 TH 351113 i 15 .canheltly 
Fe 41 ob lum REY 'Q Here Genn! 
(a) Amp and confrration of thy deine ver 


advanced. out great 5 d learned Author, pix, t 
we nr to be SN? and loyal ſubjects, I mall adduce 


the ſubſequent arguments from the ſacred Scriptures : 


dee lows xiii. 1—7: Eccleſiaſt. x. 20. Exod. xxii. 28. 
: Proverbs xix. 12. and Chap. xx. 2. Matthew xxii. 


15—21. See alſo the ſacred Iojun&ion of St. Peter, 


in his Firſt Epiſtle, chap. ii. bs 2 It runs thus 


verbatim : 

13. Submit yourſelves to every. orviapee of man, for 
the Lord's ſake : whether it be to the King, as Supreme; 

14. Or unto Governors, as unto them t at are ent by 
bim for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of 
them that do well. 

15. For fo is the will of God, that with I. ye 
* ut to filence the ignorance of foolif 

. As free, and not ufing your liberty * 4 cloak of 

— but as the ſervants of God. 
17. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. F car Od. 
Honour the King. 


That we may, one and all, be induced to ov, fear 


and obey, the amiable, the tremendous God, and. 
honor the King, and receive eternal, perfect felicity, | 


which is the ſure, great, and moſt gracious reward of 
keeping the-Divine Commandments, oxght to be the 


ikcere with, "and moſt earneſt prayer of 1 1 


TnE TRANSLATOR, 


[ 196 ] : 
_ earneſtly purſue your calling, your handy 
work, your honelt livelihood, and the educa» 
tion of your's, that, under the Divine: Bene- 
dition (Which will not be wanting to you, 
being faithful in your duty) you obtain the 
neceſſary food for you and your's, and afford 
at leaſt ſome aſſiſtance to the needy and di- 


Rreſſed ; will you not then alſo do much for 


the General Welfare, or Good of the Public? 
Think well on all that would'follow from this, 
PF beſeech you! O, that all would do it! Will 
ve, at leaſt > Come, my friends, let us all. 
do, to this end, whatever is. in our power! 
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THIRD DIVISION. 
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HE 1 of thoſe Moral Conſe- 
quences, that may be ſo-evidently and 


a ns em . 
who reads th — ——— 1 
tion, with due attention, — duties, w 

have their relation both to God and our 


Neighbours, in religious, civil, and domeſtie 


matters, now leads ds, of its own accord. as 


= u to thoſe which concern every perſon 


rticular. 


generally propoſed, eannot be admitted, with» 


out allowing alſo the relations, which. —_— 
ular, 


— of them has _ I in dak 
ve thought I Mou o enoug — 
ing, in this Third Diviſion, only of thoſe 


which have ſuch a particular relation to every 


_ that _ — . 8 


| nh derived from what has been premiſed, 


ut as we may hives 26 to. have aid enough 
for the end aimed at; and av theſe, however 


168] 
cod are for this reaſon te Domeſle.— 


See * to this purpoſe, the 


FIRST CHAPTER, 


Concerning the'rijular DHfrt Her Roos, 
and ESTEEM or Rxsrror, in the World. 


400 10 E 71 210 74 10 oi180ʃʃ1 5111 A Ta F: 
you. leemluſtoniſhed; my friends1 BY 
are ſo; fay-y0u;'foruan this paſſtbly be 
the alaty of any manitowards fimfelf, tliat he 
ſhould deſie Honor and Reſpet in the 
World ? Are there indeed men umo do more 


harm to themſelves, are more teoubſeſome to 


chtir/Neighbours, and möre highly 
God; chan che Proud? Rightz ſays 


Lan by no means eumͤutre haughty. 
heads! I have known my Neigbbour when 


heiwas 4 poor / boy. +-Hideed, 1» lenow Hot 


any harm of him; but ſt ill it offends ane, that 
he wants to be uch a Mighty Surely 
Ve know who. his parents were echten 
taunts or deſpiſes 'ybu;cias ifegow:whs an- in- 
_ ferior!?? No, I cannot faydhatingigher; he is 


even friendly round; vatid ets me:earn: _ 


ming (Gill in the!scomrſe of a year: but, 1 
| OE OO ROO ns 


— 


. 
be would always be more - Mhatethen does 
he do, to be more? Why it was good 
indeed, but, who does it ſo? Mhen e were 
at ſchool, I uſed to do as the greateſt number 
did, and as to learning, it was, the ſooner 
done the more apgreeabte ; but, he- 
never played! Ay, very well! yet all chat 
learning he was engaged in, was indeed not 
agreeable to me. 1 am able to read © this 
I thought was enough for me; I did not want 
to fly fo very high; and,; When Lwas able co 
earn ſomething, I married ene of my equals: 
but he would always be farther prometed; 
and fortune has favoured: him in this too. He 
is, I muſt needs ſay it, a man of ſtate . He 
enjoys then, according to his ſtate, Honor and 
Reſpe& in the world Tes, verity New is 
he, on this account, proud, or a-haughty 
-blockttead ? He. is at leaſt oſten eahecb fe 
But if a/Fook called: you: Fool, weuld. ye 
therefore be Foliſh ; Non. Well ther, ure 
they: not Fools Wwhe call your Neighboark - 
. F600}; who, as you teſtify ef him, deſpiſes no 
one, is friendly to you,” snd to al who: ſeem 
inferior to him as te tbe World, and! ſhews 
favors according to his abilities? Pray Jay 
that prejudice aſide l. Refrain from” Pride, 
and give heed that you do not in reality be- 
come a haughty Fool; but endeavour too, 
like him, to come to a better ſtate by dili- 
gence and honeſt means: this will give you 
Honor and Reſpett in the World, which 1 
WS. — ; ay, 


F 
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1 1 61 
may, and even muſt defire.—We can, een, 
dever humble ourſelves too deeply before, - 
God; we muſt alſo, in all integrity, be humble 
to our fellow men: and we may by no means. 
regard Honor or ReſpeR as our whole felicity, 
or ultimate and laſt end; but to do our beſt, 
in order, if God pleaſes, to come to a better 
tate, and to uſe the 'gifts which God has lent 
us to this end, is ſomething that is not for- 
bidden us, even by Humility itſelf. No, 
this deſire God has implanted in us alſo, and 
will, being reſtrained within proper limits, 
render you even agreeable to God, profitable 
to your fellow men, and zealous in the per- 
formance of all thoſe duties which have a re- 
lation to yourſelf. - _ 
For this purpoſe, conſider the lde juſt 
now given by yourſelf! Corre& and meliorate 
33 neglefts and omiſſions, and you will 
that a deſire after Honor and Reſpect in 
the World, properly uſed, widely differs from 
Aa [deteſtable fi finful Pride; that it will make 
you, even in a mean ſtate, not odious, but, 
 contrariwiſe, amiable to God and wiſe men, 
and, for, your own good, e in time . 
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| out the Care for an Hon zs Sussfsrzxcx. 


TT is God in whom we live, move, and have 


our being. We have nothing then without 


God; but it is God's will too, that, with what 
He gives us, we ſhou'd have a proper regard 
to our temporal welfare There are many 
poor; but how many are there, whoſe fault 
it is that they are poor? If all, in their 


youthful time, did their beſt? if they ſo 


learned, ſo labored, and were ſo careful, 
that, fit for an honeſt calling or handicraft, 
they might wait for an opportunity to gain 
their bread: if many had duly minded the 
means which they had acquired, and the living 
in which they were put, there would certainly 
not be ſo many Poor. — Now, as we may 


eaſily infer from all, that has aſſured us in 
the former parts, of God's exiſtence, and his 


care of us, that God has alſo injoined upon 


us a proper care for temporal things, it fol- 


lous from this, of its own accord, that they 
who, by their own fault, come to poverty, 
io. FO neglect 


* 


neglect their duties towards themſelves in a 
ſinful manner! _ 8 5 ; 
Conſider this, my friends, and never ne- 
glett the means, or opportunities, which God 
gives you, to have an Honeſt Subſiſtence or 
Support! 3 5 
Is there frequently little or nothing to get 
during the Winter ſeaſon, when you want 
much? Has ſad experience already taught 
you, how hard it is, when, in diſtreſs, you 
are conſtrained to aſk another ?>O, take 
notice of the little careful ant! ' Conſider her 
ways, and be wiſe ;- which, having 10 guide, 
over ſeer, or ruler, , frovideth her meat in the 
Summer, and gatherath her food in the harveſt ! 
Follow this example, my, friends, as often 
as. you gain . ſomething more than uſual, or 
whenever you can; ſpare. it from your con- 
Rant, profit or income !—Provide in Summer 
ſor a. long and dſten ſevere Winter —Ac- 


N 


: eultom- your children, from. their very youth, 
to a, proper frugality ! -It is trus, jndeed, 
every thing has its proper time: ſomething, 
according to your ſtate, muſt be laid out for 
pleaſure and recreation: you are moreover 
obligated to give ſomething, of the little you 
can ſpare, to the Poor; but all this may be 
done, without any injury to your care for an 
Honeſt Subſiſtence. Vou have ſeen, from 
what has been premiſed, that God himſelf 
cares for your welfare. Acknowledge then, 
and perform your duty ! Have a proper care 


then, 
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then, with whos God — 1 poke for an Hor 
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THIRD: (OMAPTER,, 


- Concerning Marzncony. 5 


Abo N 0 the Ss "which have a pe. 
2 10 relation to aue! man or perſon, 
in bhimſel or individually conſidered, Ma- 
trimony is certainly one of the moſt principal. 
Yes, a happy marriage, ſay you, is doubtleſs 
a matter of great importance to every body: 
and therefore I am glad that I have hit it ſo 
well! I rejoice at your good fortune, 5 
friend, and ſincerely wiſh that all married 

perſons might have reaſon to rejoice at their 
Marriage. But 1 is a happy match an affair of 
ſuch high importance to man ? then all ye, 
who either have marriageable children, or, 
being ſingle yourſelves, deſire to enter into 
the connubial ſtate, clearly ſee your obliga- 
tion to have a peculiar care about their, or 
your own Marriage. You, who are parents, 
and have marriageable children, follow, agree- 
ably to your eſtate, the example of Abraham, 
when he looked for a Wife for Iſaac! And 
> you, 


_ > 1 
Pe - . Ss 


3 


Fou, who deſire to marry,” will act the beſt 
part, if you are ſtill ſubject to Parents, or 
Guardians and Tators, by following Ifaac 
and Rebekah.—The relation, concerning the 
elder and younger Tobias, will likewiſe be 
uſeful to you all!—Let Matrimony, I befeech 
vou, be-Religiouſly.-begun,-and honeſt in all 
things It is never lawful, as has been al- 
ready obſerved, to hate a man ſolely on 
account of-his different or erroneous concep- 
tions in matters of Religion; nor may we ever 
abnegate or renounce our former Confeſſion 
or Profeſſion, for the ſake 6f any body that 
is of another Perſuaſion. Certainly ſuch 
Marriages are commonly attended with moſt 
_ rueful conſequences. And no vonder, for 
ho can there poſſibly ſubſiſt a true harmon 
between ſuch married perſons as differ ſo 
widely in an affair of the very grandeſt 
concernment? What eontentions about the 
Children are to be expected here? Such as 
never have any difference or ſorrow about it, 
are ſurely indifferent, and without proper 
affedtion or zeal about their own Religion! 
A perſon ought indeed to marry out of Love, 
and a free Election or Choice ; but Parents 
muſt alſo pay a due attention to the choice of 


their Children. Children are in duty bound 


to Conſult their Parents, and, in what is rea- 
ſonable, to be obedient to their Counſel and 
Will. Thoſe who would enter into the Con- 
nubial State, muſt previouſly be careful to 
07 ö obtain 
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obtain an Honeſt Livelitood.. Of this, in- - 
or | deed, no one can be certain; yet every one 
xc | muſt, under expeftation of God's precious 
1e benediQion, have a Power proſpeQ of it. 
de Behold, there, my, few and. ſimple, 

h but, in my opidion, — uſeful Rules con- 
11 cerning eee This ſtate, inſtituted b7 
I. U God himſelf, and conſecrated in a ſolemn 
n manner, muſt ul fury never be commenced 
2. | but upon mature dale and to a good 

> end. All, who. are fully affured of the ex- 


iſtence.. of Cod, and naw. God, ſo far»as 
they axe able to know, this tremendous Being, 
agree to this truth, [Is will therefore. need- _ 


leſs to tell y u er abaut it, fince you 
are all ſuch; already, at N inks lo, at 
y preſent, and alſo recognize 


odo hence, reſult,. and have.a D to YOU. 
ſt | —God. grant. 8 that e faith 


e fully obſerved and, Every body? 
: Pal in W i inter] l ce pier, 2 
, | x<, ſpeaking. in the E abiteii yer! ' 
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Cancer! 8 eee 5 | 
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Nite n. 0 


bs. 


A Meth Meth „ der? ith 1 


a broken en ſpirit dyrieth the bones, — All defire 
to be merry; but mahy lock for Mirth in a 


mode of lvit Ae produees Sorrow and 


Sickneſs,” © Only 6bſerve, my friends, the end 


of 5 ' of "Whoremaſters, of Prodi- 


the like, and you will ' ſoon Ao, 
Kat "Diſeafes, Poverty anti Shame, are v 
Heguesthy the meful conſequences. of the 
ſinful merriments. 
Now, my friends, if you doſely mew 


all that has been exhibited in this Anſwer, 


for the Good of the Public, and remark from 
hence, that God himſelf has done ſo very 


much on purpoſe to render your life healthful 


and ſatisfied, you will eaſily infer from this, 


that it is your duty alſo to have a proper re- 


gard for ſuch a life. Yes, ſay you, this we 
do acknowledge, and have already learned, 


from this Anſwer, what care we are able to 


exerciſe about this. 


2 20 V 1 hope 


| life content and 1 


| Gentlemen, who, for the Gagd of the: P ublic, 


for us. 


- 


ray 


. Log it may prove true, but cn; in 


a friendly 7. that you read it frequently, 
and likevile 6 wa you. often: read it to our 
but eſpecially to your Children; and that, as 


ſoon as they are able, you make them peruſe 
it many times. The duties, herein propoſed, 


are ſo general, delightful and ſimple, that, 


properly regarded by you, they will not make 


your life irkſome, as I have promiſed, or 


unhappy by. reaſon of differences on account 
of Religion, -of whatever Perſuaſion-you may 
be ; but, on the contrary, vill render your 


merry, by the acquiſition of 


a ſerene mind, and beakhful and wi nappy 


by an orderly. mirth l 
We believe aſe, fy you you. that tþ V who 


do it, will be a e AnA ah will 36s pd 
this reaſon, do our beſt 78 = and 
do already give our nd 5 to. 7 — 


have found out hi medium and ase u 


; — 


Do this, my friendz, and demonſtrate your 
eſteem for this laudable Society, by. making 
a good uſe of all, What is. ſo amicably and 


charitably done and employed, for the welfare 
of all men; hut eſpecially give your. molt _ 


cordial, thanks to Almighty God, the Origin 
of all Good, and moſt humbly beſeech Him, 
that He may be moſt graciouſly pleaſed to 
vouchſafe to you, and 1 all, for whoſe good 


NS en labors 8 united hearts, the 


neceſſary 


5 6 
neceſſary” ;ght) auch alſiſtance of His 8 | 
that His Divine Behediftion may crown their 
labor with the deſired frs e, i 3 


100 24-77 15 558 2611.5 . 
800 therefore, in conclubon; "383 #45 ah 
4855 8 4 11 — PET 14 enn 4 

15611 Re * 5 RO ad, 7 ot. 
147 10061 18 * s OY Le 136 irg 77 Mi 
5 „ n 
20 Ry! 8 4 * 45 1 28 1 r 1112 11k 2 ; 

31013358 80 » R A P E R. wy ag 
| —_— FLY SAT; 7 0 ann $4 7 
JL 150121 hit v- {tia — 806 £345 = LA 
« GINCE we, 0 ect dre wen 
C Aſfured, by alf that uch ufd us, of 


_ © Thee 


/ 


I iſtence; and ſinte v may atfo'know 
Hr thät we ure fufe nothing; with- 
55 Fun refer us Happy, therefore 


* 00t 


ae : ties ought io follow from this, 
| Haye à 


near r felation to Thee; to our 
hbours, Tae to Ourſelves; and many 
20 ee bade been now propoſed unto us! 


„ Pian e. be excitements and inſtructions, by 


«off this 'giveirunto us, ve offer unto Thee, 


„O Lord, as the Firſt Cauſe of all Good, our 


„moſt cordial and humble thankſgivings, 


with joy !—We alſo pray Thee now, with 


1 A firm confidence, (fince 8 ſo good 
« that Thou wilt be entreated of b us,) that 
Thou mayeſt be_mercifully plea 20 to grant 
© unto us, and unto all, for whoſe good this 
« fall Work is written, the needed light, 
05 for the increaſe of uſeful knowledse, and 
— | 1 * that 


that aid, without which we can do nothing, 


for the practice of ihe indicated duties, and 


« all, others flowing from hence! This, O 
«© Merciful Father of Lights! e ſupplicate 


hee to grant us, in the Name of Thy Son, 
ho hath aſſured us, that Thou wilt hear 


« us, praying unto Thee in this Name! Ani- 


© mated by this, we alfo pray umo Thee for, 
© the influence of Thy precious bleſſings on 


« the attempts of thoſe excellent men, who 


c united by A pure deſire of being uſeful to 


their fellow men; to point out to every 
« Citizen and Inhabitant of our beloved 
* Country, what he muſt know and praQtiſe, 
* in-his peculiar relations, as a Chriſtian and 
as a Citizen of the World, diligently 


© employ part of the gifts and goods, graciouſly 
« granted to them by. Thee, under humble 
4 ſ{upplication of Thy benediQtion !—May we 


hope for the hearing of our prayers, and a 


happy. iſſue of their attempts! O yes! 
never has any one been confounded, who 


« truſted in Thee O may it come to paſs 
* then, that, to the Honor of Thy Name, 


the General Good may be promoted! 


. That we all, being advanced in the know- 
« ledge and practice of ſincere Piety, may, 


by Jeſus Thy Son, live proſperouſly, die 


* happily, and, in contemplating, enjoying, 
and loving Thee, exult eternally !-=Amen!” 


„% Let 


4 


5 3 150 1 


4 no man ek his own, bit every man ano- 
" ther's wealth, = === = Even as I pleaſe. all men 
in all things, nat ſeching mine own Profit; but 
the mg of many, that they may be ſaved. 


15 Paul, iſt Corinthians, K. 24 & 33. 
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GOOD oF THE PUBLIC, 
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not becauſe I think thete'is any thing 
neu in it; but becauſe it was thought 
proper by the Governing Members of the So- 
ciety, by reaſon of the ſtrong and reiterated 
requeſts which many, and indeed reſpeQable - 
members, have made for that purpoſe. —If it 
may or can contribute ſomething towards the 
h incitement of my fellow men to glorify the 
Deity, and, imploring the Divine Grace, 
readily imitate the example of the All-ſuf- 
ficient Saviour, with profound humility, in 
the exerciſe of true Evangelical Philanthropy, 
and, in ſo doing, ſtrive for the poſſeſſion of 
_ celeſtial and eternal felicity, which the mer- | 
_ ciful Supreme Being hath promiſed to all 
6 6 _ true 


5 
* 


— 


| THE 

true Friends of | Mankind. —Then, and -not 
before, wilt this Addreſs anſwer the ſcope of 
the Aithot:>—Ool, le knows the reflitude 
of my intention in this, grant His bleſſing 
hereunto, and move the hearts of many of 


my countrymen, to help, ſypport the attempts 
of the Society, / 1 14. 
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8 I am placed at the head Gf this re- 
ſpeftable Meeting, as I have been 
_ deemed worthy to perform the excellent of- 


readineſs, knowing my obligation, as a Chrr/- 
tian, ad u Follower / Feſus the Lover off Man- 
Hind, to neglett no 1 by whick ſome- 
ning be contributed 10 the promotion 'of the 
General elfare. May I juſtly look upon you, 
my brethren, ''as a Env of Friends to 
Mankind, and Promoters of a Deſign that is 


moſt ſalutary, and was intended b Th Deity 
before this terraqueous globe was formed, and 


its inhabitants were produced'!—s we are 
noto already aſſembled for the firſt time, though 


our Sorfety nas had being only the ſhort ſpace of 


Full tuo months, on purpoſe to Aalen that 
why though many ble, and of different 
| 5 Religious 


fice'of Preſident among you, have I, being 
choſen thereunto, undertaken it with perfect | 


Ny 
Religious Sentiments, yet, relatively to the exe- 
cution of the known Salulary Purpoſe, are One 
Man, One Heart: and is it my dut 1 at pre- 


ſent to ſtrengthen you, and myſelf, in our 
Religious and Benevolent Auempis, be aſ- 
| ſured” that 1 will not faif to perform it wil- 

lingly. — One ſmall requeſt, however, I truſt. 
none of you will deny me, namely, Attention, 
accompanie cuſe of what- 


ever is deſeRtive i in my obs ER 


In my Addreſs I will contemplate. the 41 


lence od Value of the Mental Powers of 


and the Se 15 ws og in granting ſhe 
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1. The , Human Soul. indivjbhie, e 
: Sinking, Hire and, immortal, conſticyies. 
Reality of Man, and is infinitely Tee eke 
than all corporeal ſubſtances, and formed by 
the Deity bimſelf, and alli * as touching t 
nature of its-exiſtenge to Angels, to exalted 
celeſſial ſpirits. It is oencba ban (PE une 
of God, and ill bears ineamegts, ts vn 
Aeniable figns, of the Divine Bin „though 


much deſormed and tarniſhad 12 
moral corruption. fs. God q. 
wiſe, good and powerful 7. Hf at hem WAY 


nd races, thoygly faint, in ihe Soul of Men. 
A deſire to he happy: arten, is natural to 
the Soul, and graſted in it, by:the Supreme 
Lt. If we e the powers. high 


> 


L 


[ES] 


do, in an eſpecial manner, impart. glory and. 


true excellence to the ratipnal Soul of Man, 
we ſhall perceive ſomething heavenly, ſome- 
thing divine, and, at the ſame time, find moſt 
obvious reaſons to praiſe the Finſt, Cauſe and 
Producer or Creator of all things, for our 
_ exiſtence, ' with profound. reverence and 


humble gratitude, and, at the ſame time, to 


glorify Him, as the Origin of all Felicity. 
The Soul of Man has the power of ming 


ſenſible and abſtracted ideas: it is able ſo to 


unite two ideas, that a truth, before unknown, 
is legally deduced from it: it can exhibit or 
propoſe to itſelf complex things, by abſtraft, 
ing all compoſition, as a multitude of {ſimple 
things, and then comemplate every one in 
particular, can reunite the ſe, trace the cauſe 
and: foundation of their connexion, conſider 
the internal quality of ſimple and complex 


things, draw conſequences, try the validity of 


thoſe conſequences by ſound Reaſan and Di- 


vine Revelation, and in jthis manner diſtin. 


guifh Truth (from Lntrutn. — The. Thinking 
Power or Faculty of Man cauſes him to form 


conceptions, the houndaries of which we are 
unable to find, and by which he loſes himſ. If 


in his-own- thoughts. He does not only con- 


ſider the courſe of the Stars and their order, 
but alſo forms a ſenſible idea of that Being 


which inhabits an eternal and” J 


light, and is abſolutely without beginning. 
The Hun * contemplates the 


Kingdom 


li 
£ 
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Kingdom of Nature in its ſymmetrical order, 
tranſcendent beauty, and marvellous general 
utility, and is tranſported when it is irradiated 
buy tbe Love of God, being fully affured that 
a beneficent Creator and Father of Mankind 


exiſts, whilſt it thence inveſtigates many obli- 
gations or duties for itfelf. By the Under- 


ſtanding, man is able to extend and enlarge 


his ideas, to reſtrain them at pleaſure; he 
can concatenate or link his ideas together; 


be can enlighten them; he ean recall them, 
- when they are dwindled away, or vaniſhed, 


by means 'of his Memory, and in all this 


plainly feel his own conſciouſneſs. —By the * 
medium of his Underſtanding, he has domi- 
nion over irrational beaſts: now j if he uſes 


them for his own ſervice, or to heighten his 


fatisfaftion; lo! his Underſtanding has pointed 


out to him the way to compals this end. - By 


ever- active power or ſtrength of bis faculties, 


as they are originally communicated to it by 


the Deity ; he ponders the tender paternal 


care of his beneficem Creator, who:moſt, be. 
nignly offers him His omnipotent aidance, on 
- purpoſe to enlighten, to poliſh, to meliorate 


him; and then acknowledges, affected with 
deep gratitude towards the Supreme Being, 


the excellence of his own capacities. —And 
by what elſe is it, I beſeech you, but by the 


tutelh gent and copitattve Powers or Faculties of 


Man, that the Secrets of Nature are inveſtt- 
SEL 11 | 1 


gated, 
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gated, 5 Laus of Order and Motion diſcos 
 vered,, the Arts and Sciences improved, and the 


New invented ?.. What, I fay,—is, it not the 


Underſtanding, of Man, by which he may 
learn to know.the, infinite attributes and the 


will of the Deity, in ſome meaſure from the 
works of Nature, but more perfectly from 


the Diyine Revelation, andperceiye the ſcope 


of his Maker in the creation, conſervation, Z 


and: goyernment. of the univerſe (a). 


Let me now pals by in filence the Power of | 


Imagingtipn,) or. Repreſentation, by which a 
man may exhibit a thouſand inexiſtent thingy 


to his Spirit, in ſuch a lively manner as 1 


they; had à real dead q, and ver more 


than once contem 1 — by him wit atten- 


tion, and by which ſometimes uſeful things 


may be. diſcovered and improved. —1 f 
 bkewiſe, be ſilent J ge Memory of Men, 


by which many facts and e yents, though the & 


have. happened many PRO HAS. Are. r e ach 


* 12. * 9791 1143 481. 1275 1115. 


© $ 1225 excellent Natural EFT man his recei 904 
from his Heavenly Father! But is Bis Soul filled with 
Love to God, and the Redeemer of the World, jeſus 
Chriſt ?--=- - Does he. ſee his real Duty by Divine 
Grace, and is he perfectly erz to live 5 8 e 6 220088 

hbour, 


of the Sup r Being, and in Love to his N 
to walk eballa na in the way of life? then che owers 


of Men grow more excellent by degrees, as internal 


Religion increaſes within him, ſince man then, re: 
N after the Image of God, is meliorated in I. 

ill and Affections, and illuminated in his Under 
Oe * the Spirit of God. 


in granting f 


8 1 
with various particulais, and y vbieb a 
perſon may preſerve many things of moment; 


and keep them in his thoughts, or mind. 


And, in fine, not to weary you; T will not 
now demonſtrate that man cannot do without 


any of theſe, and that this teaches us the 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God: 3 11 
what has been already pt 


| © wwe ma 

argue, on good ground, the py Hr 
and excellence of the. Powers of che Human 
Soul, and at the fame time acknowied ge the 


imme nſely E 28825 xi of: the] Deity 
C1 & an — : ow | 


og 5 hay 5 Sepr eme 


Bt, Now, ip 
beſtowed- tho 
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lent, capacities? — This is a queſtion, wo 

friends, the ſubſtance of which v we ought 

ways to ſet before us, and bear it in mind; 
the true ſolution of it tenders che Aignity: 


and value of our adtual exiſtence extremely 


wanifeſt.— Theſe Powers then are not ſolely 


given us to effeQuaze our own felleity, b 


the Divine aſſiſtance, to adorn folely our £4 
Souls with knowledge and true piety, and 


| Reereby 10 anſwer and fatisfy the Love to 
_ ourſelves, which is ſo very natural to us; 3 but 


allo, to be generally uſeful, to aſſiſt in pro- 


moting the felicity of our fellow. men, — 


thereby employ bur particular gifts; which we 


have — as Men, as |. Chriſtians, to. the 


| edification 


„ 
evification und advuncenbent of the :efſential 
Felicity of Human Society: for, verily, this 


is the Scope of the Deity':—God wills the true 
Felicity of the Public in General. To that end 


He created Man; to that end He granted 


innumerable benefits to Mankind from time 


to time: He does ſtill fupport and govern 
Man, and preſents him with the clear Reve- 
lation of His Will; to that end He re- 


deemed him, and gave bien the moſt ſalutary 


leſſons, and gracious offers of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt ; to that end finally He granted him 
thoſe excellent Mental Powers and Faculties 


which we have juſt now delineated,” and laid 


men ander an irrefragable obligation to one 
another by the La of Nature; in order ts 
promote the happineſs of each other as Chil- 
dren'of the ſame Father. Thus the Scope or 
Defign of the Deity, in giving fach Powers ds 
"Zoe Pofſefs,. is, to be General j- Uſeful ; ſinee 
Reaſon alſo moſt ftrongly obligates us to it, 
which teaches us, that we have not ſolely re- 


ceived an exiſtence for ourſelyes, but ao for 
others. — In order to comprehend this well, 
we muſt repreſent or exhibit the Human So- 
ciety to ourſelves as one body, that conſiſts 
of many members: now, by how much the 
more ſymmetrically and dgreeably o the 
ſcope of their exiſtence” theſe members | 
rate. or af, by fo inuch the berteriis the whole: 
Where, farely, every member has its pecu- 
ou Ons ITO that are 3 


* 
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10 it, all which : yet, anſwering to the pr» 
poſed feope of the former, prompte the proſ: 
perity, welfare and happineſs. of the body ;- 
but, on the other hand, the more want there 
is in it, be more bighly. alſo: the whole. is 
injured Phi is alſo: the caſe i in reſpect of 
ihe Human Society: every man is a member 
of it, and has received ſufficient powers to 
be uſeful and: to promote the General Feli- 
city, in that ſphere in which he aQs, whilſt 
the happineſs of the whole increaſes ſo much 
the morg as this -purpoſe is anſwered; but, 
contrariwiſe,. the reverſe takes place, the 
more this is neglected.— God however, as 
being pure Love, ever wills and aims at the 
eſſential Felicity of the. Pubtic, while He, in 
order to compaſs. it, offers Himſelf to aſſiſt 
5 by his ſalutary influence, and conſtantly 
aces him in ſuch circumſtances, in which 
= has the moſt excellent opportunity to an- 
ſwer to the Scope and Intention of Gd. 
And as it is the aim and intention of the 
"Deity, that we ſhould not abuſe our powers, 
nor paſs the precious time of our life, by 
purſuing inſipid and uſeleſs pleaſures, or to 
labor and a& only for ourſelves, but, as true 
Followers of the Great. Saviour Jeſus, as 
Evangelical Friends of Mankind, to labor to 
meliorate or improve the underflanding and 
converſation of our fellow man, by and under 
the Divine Influence: to implant in him 


| ove. to God, and a true phitambropy, . 
05 Rb y 


'L #3 J 
per defirable akts in his temporal oc- 


cupatiôns; but Eſpecially" to incite him to 


7 1 85 un wegried zeal, after an incor- 


ible Good, on purpoſe to enjoy "the honor 
i be admitted; in the laſt of all days, as a 
1 Servant of God, to the full fruition 


of an Eternal] PLA Is this, ſay I, the Scope 
of our God ? þy then, ye thrice. happy, 


friends, in the an he of our Society: Uhis- 45, 


O pleaſing delightful idea! this is alſo our 


Scope. —Hereby we enjoy the happineſs that 
we, thus ating, and perſevering in ſuch be- 


nevolent deeds, imitate our perfect Heavenly 
Father, and endeavour to obey the injunc- 


tions of the Saviour Jeſus. — Come then, my 
dear Fellow Membets! let us ſtedfaſtly, im- 
moveably, and ever en faithful in the 


execution of ſuch ſalutary purpoſes, which 
have ſomething Divine in them, and will gain 
the approbation of our Maker.—We return 
our thanks, with a tender ſenſible heart, to the 
Guiding, Co- operating, Correſponding and Ho- 


norary Members, for all their pains, wk and 


for the ſupport, which they have given for the 


erection of our Society, by taking even a diſin- 


tereſted part in it, and alſo by inciting others 2 
to it, If our wiſh, the ſincere breathing of 


our heart, be accompliſhed, then be your 


portion, in reward of your tender philan- 


thropy, Temporal and Spiritual Felicity, and, 
in the Regions of Immortality, Immutable 


| and 


by, m making rere and bebetrehr bin 
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and Eternal Haien ow Max: Cod, who 
bleſſes and favors all. ſincere and benevolent 
efforts, ever Fame us. His Paternal Aſbſtance. 

fluence May He ver grant 
us Cheer: Powers of Body and Soul to 
compaſs. our end Vea, may His Spirit con- 
ſtantly i illuminate our Spirit, that we may 
Jabor weten as true Friends of Man- 
kind, to Promote the Felicuy a our Fellow 
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page 28, line 1, for ſecond part, read other part. 
Page 60, line 6, from bottom, for Painted poft, read 
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| painted rubbing- po. | - 
| Page 126, line 8, from bottom, for token of Faith; | 
read talen of the Faith, ; | 
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